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itjji dear Lady EUzaieth, 

Wheit I ifecoUect the earnest ifetteri- 
tlon with UrBicK ycwi baive often 
listened to me, upon subjects of itri- 
potttocd to yoir temporal and eternal 
tr^Ifsr^ and recollect the respect you 
seemed td have for my opi tions^ and 
tfhe grateful seAfse you shewed of the 
afi^ction whicb ted n!ie so anxiously 
to examine the fixture of those ^irhich 
yicm enibraeed, I GSsmnot but indulge 
ii^ hef€ of joui faa^mg bestowed ae* 

V6L. lU B TIOUS 
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rroas considerations on the foreg^orngr 
fetters* 

The consequences which result front 
a fixed, a constant, and an ever- 
operative belief i-H the Immediate pre- 
sence of God, and a future state of 
retribution, have, I hope, been so* 
fully displayedi- as- to enforce con- 
viction. We are now to inquire 
upon what authority this belief rests : 
an inquiry /af great importance, 
since according to the solidity of the 
feaslis on which we found bur faith, 
,will be. the strength of the: principles 

that proceed from it. * 

. The wise and goodr of all nations, 
and in all ages, have professed to be- 
tliicve in the being and attributes of 
•God, and in a starte of future rewards 
and punishments ;. and as the reasor^js- 
for this' belief are thought to be-ob- 
ivious and natural,' it , has taken; the 
name of natural • religion. Thougli 
« firmly 
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firmly persuaded that a knowledge of 
the existence of a First Cause was 
transmitted from our first parents, 
and disseminated by tradition through 
all the various tribes and nations into 
which their posterity was divided, I 
shall adhere to the term natural reli^ 
giofi in speaking of these first prin- 
ciples of faith, and go on to shew you 
what were the consequences it pro- 
duced. 

. Supposing it to have been already 
proved, that a constant belief in the 
presence of an invisible and all- 
powerful Being must inevitably* have 
a considerable influence upon the 
conduct, we must at a glamre per- 
ceive that the influence which- it has, 
will be either beneficial or otherwise, 
according to the notions entertain- 
ed, of ,the charactier of this great 
Being. ft 

* Now it appears, that of ^the. nature . 
B g of 
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of the Deity, reason eould drscovei* 
very little. 

The goodness ©f God is indeed 
evident in the works of creation; for, 
as the Apostle observed to the citlr 
zens of Lystra, " God left not him-r 
'* self without a witness, in that he 
^^ did good, and gave ua rain from 
^^ heaven, and fruitful sea&ons, filling 
^* our hearts with food and gladness*'* 
But these blessings, from their regu- 
larity, and constaney ©f revolution^ 
seemed to require bo immediate ope« 
ration of divine powtr; and wert; 
expected and received a^ things of 
course. It was in the earthquake 
and the ^fhirlwind, the destcuctive 
tempest and the raging storm, that 
the pow^r of Deity ^)pe»ied conspi^ 
cuous; nor was the hand of G^^d 
Men or acknowledged usLtii terrov 
shook the feeble heart. To pacify 
the wxath of thia avc»ig)t}g» spirit was 

thea 
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then the sole object of religious wor- 
sliip ; and horrid were the rites to 
wliich this mistaken notion of the 
divine nature gave lise. Altars raised 
to the God of heaven were polluted 
by human blood. Nor was it the 
blood of enemies . alone that flowed 
upon them* The innocence of in* 
fancy, and the bloom of youth, as 
offerings of higher value, were deemed 
inore acceptable in the eyes of an 
avenging Deity; and such was the 
power of superstition in eradicating 
tliose tender affections which seem 
XQQst deeply implanted in the human 
heart, that parents resigned their chil- 
dren to the murderous knife, in the 
full persuasion that they should most 
certainly recommend themselves to 
the favour of the Deity, by stifling 
jcvery emotion of humanity,. 

Such cruelties could not fail to 
jnafce tbe people cruel; nor could 

they 
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> they be just, who believed that God 
delightecj in injustice. 

After the lapse of many ages, a few 
nations of the world became more 
enlightened. Literature and the arts, 
wherever they were introduced3 ame* 
liorated in some degree the ferocity 
of the human mind. By the e:^ercise 
of the intellectual powers, the heart 
was softened and enlarged ; {he sen- 
sibility of the moral feeling's was re- 
stored ; and such of the moral virtues 
as were found necessary to the exist- 
ence and happiness of society, were 
strongly enforced, and in some in- 
stances eminently practised. 

You may perhaps imagine, that 
when reason had thus far advanced, 
those who made such distinguished 
use of her powers must doubtless have 
employed them to advantage in dis- 
covering the attributes of the Deity, 
and in forming such a rational system 
, - of 
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■of Teligioiis worship as would improve! 
tiie virtue of the people- Alas ! Tea*' 
son atchieved nothing of all this. 

vOf all the ancient nations, notie 
were more celebrated for their wisdom* 
than the Romans : but how little a 
way this wisdom had penetrated into, 
divine things, is well known to all- 
who are in any degree acquainted 
with history. A very brief and appo- 
site account of it is given by St. Paul,, 
in his Epistle addressed to that na- 
tion, in which he justly reproaches 
them, ** Because that, when they 
*' knew God, (or might from the 
*' works of creation have known 
*'him,) they glorified him not as 
*' God, neither were they thankful, 
*' but-became vain in their imagina-* 
" tions, and their foolish heart was 
" darkened. Professing themselves 
^* to be wise, they became fools; and 
•^Vchanged the glory of the uncpr* 

'* ruptible 
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^' ruptible Cod into an im^ge ^t potr 
^*ruptible man, ai)d to bird3, aaci 
*f beasts^ and creepmg things." 

These are the people to whqse su- 
perior genius we are indebted for 
almost all we know. G^eat in all the 
arts of M ar and. peace ; renownp^ for 
visdom and for penetration j whose ^ 
daring niinds were free, and at full 
liberty to search, for truth, anfi to 
declare it^ If their notions of the 
Supreme Being were so unworthy, if 
their worship, was so impure, well may 
we say, with David, " Who can ^ij[ 
** searching find out God ; who can 
^ find out the Almighty unto I>er7' 
•*fection?*V ^ 

Their belief in a future state was^ 
like their belief in the Supreme Being, 
{darkened with fnany errors ; and, a^ 
Jl was not capable of receiving any 
confirmation from the evidence of 
^hc senses, was less generally received; 

ap4 
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and even vhcTc it was received, was. 
very uncertam a»d coul^used 

fiy wise and thinking in«u, Iww^ 
evtTy it was observed, that vice natu- 
rally brought somp degree of misery 
upon * the o^ender, and Umt virtue 
naturally produced some degree of 
hfippiness to the virtuous ; and as nei^ 
ther the punishment nor reward wei'c 
in this world perfect, but even seemed 
in aame cases to be reversed, they 
thence inferred that there must he a 
state of existence beyou<l the grave, 
in which the reward of virtue and the 
punishment of vi$;e should be fuH^ 
inevitable, and complete* By this 
mode of reasoning* a few pbilosopher? 
convince^ themselves and others, that 
tbfy siiojuld, after death, be required 
tQ givfi an account of their actions : 
h\xt this, conviction was not by any 
fnea^is.sQ. powerful. as to liave much 
[u^ncp ppon the conduct. Itliad no 

better 
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better foundation than probabiHty and. 
conjecture; and consequently was. 
lather received as .an opinion than 
cherished as a jwinciple. It afforded 
a theme for declamation, but it never 
awakened the conscience : it neither 
inspired the -energies of hq)e, nor the 
horrors of despair. It was wished by 
the virtuous to be true,, because it 
was their interest to find it so ; but 
the records of antiquity do not afford 
a single instance in which this belief 
evinced its power b} bieaking the 
chains of vice* No: it is beyond a 
doubt, that had the world never been 
favoured with farther light than hu^ 
man reason could elicit, neither the 
desire of God's approbation, nor the 
dread of his displeasure, -would have 
had sutficient strength to jovercome 
the force of corrupt habits, and to 
control the influence of vicious inch- 
nations^ 

If 
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If the notions entertained by the 
most enlightened pagans, of the na- 
ture and government «f the Supreme 
Being, were so unworthy, and appear 
to us so weak, it is evident that \Ve 
must, in some way or other, have ar- 
rived at superior information. 

We have seen that natural religion, 
as far as it rests upon the authority 
of human reason, or, to speak more 
correctly, when it has been corrupted 
by the gross depravity of human ima- 
gination, has no connection with 
moral principles; we have seen that 
it was thus corrupted among the hea- 
thens^ and consequently, that it lent 
no assistance to the morals of the 
people, whose virtue would not have 
been in the least improved by having 
the belief which they professed con- 
firmed into a principle of action. 
. -Let us now inquire Avhether this 
.was universally the case throughout 

the 
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f lie earth; and vlietber, in these ages 
of religious darkness, tliere w^as any 
ndtioQ or people who believed in God 
as a God of truth and righteousness, 
a punisher of iniquity and a re warder 
of virtue. 

This inquiry will immediately lead 
ws into an examination of the history 
of the Jews, the only people whose 
religious faith gave any essential sup* 
port to moral principle* 

The Jew^ were neither warlike nor 
literary. They were neither celebrated 
for wisdom nor for genius; norwer^ 
they held in high estimation by any 
of the surronnding nations. Yet, 
white tlie rest of the world remained 
in a state, of profound ignorance con^^ 
cernil^g the origin and end of all 
things, and the snpexinlending Pro^ 
vidence by which all is governed, 
this despised nation possessed such 
5ublime and elevated conceptions of 

the 
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the ]«>ircr and g^veranient c( God^ 
as were evidently beyood what jttd 
^vet been obtained by the humaa 
mind. Front what source tlvey <lc- 
rived this superior knowMg^, it would 
indeed be extremely difficult to dis- 
cover, nor could w^ even form. a 
coojecture iipon the subject that 
would not outrage ail the laws of jm>^ 
bability. But happiiy we arc fKDJt 
left to the «Dcerlainty of conject«i«^ 
By the provkleuce of God, tlie ac- 
count has been preserved to cia hot 
fiuch a ^rfect state, as to gn^e €$ttirfi 
satisfaction to every uopre^od&oed smA 
ean<lid qviqcL 

In tfee bcmk^ of tlie Old Te&taii)e<nt 
we leana, that while it pleased .o«ur. 
heavenly Father to discontinue sA 
imnnediate: and peiceptibilecomaMifQiir 
^ati<m uf hia will tio tlie fes^t of the 
inhabitant? of ti^ eartib^ he perjae^ 
tuated lli&kttowleicJgBi'Ctf him^if,. fey a 

special 
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Special revelation, afforded from time 
to time to one particular race : and 
that he in his wisdom ordained, that 
this light should in that race be pre- 
served, till the appointed time, when, 
having received an accession of 
brightness, it should no longer be 
confined to that- race alone, but 
spread abroad its divine rays to lUu- 
niinate all who were willing to receive 
it, all who did not still prefer to sit 
in darkness and under the shadow of 
death. 

** He who in times past spoke to 
" the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
*' these last days spoken to us by hk 
** son/* In^ all tlrat he hath thus 
spoken, there are some things hard 
to be understood ; some things which 
man, in his present imperfect state, 
must necessarily not be fully prepdred* 
to comprehend. But let us see whe- 
ther this ought to surprize us ? 

I have 
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' t /have already shewed yoii; that 
the knowledge gained in childhood^ 
though in no respect full nor perfect, 
k of importance in. preparing the 
mind for a fuller use of its powders in 
the period of youth; and that the 
knowledge acquired in youth, though 
different in degree, and of greater 
moment, must still, in many in- 
stances, remain to be perfected in a 
state of maturity. Is it not reason* 
able to suppose, that this progressive 
statue of the mind goes on beyond 
death and the grave; and that th^ 
wisest of the sons of men, in the 
full vigour of his faculties, is, com- 
paring all he knows with' all he has 
yet to learn, but as a child, proud of 
being able to point out the first letters 
of the alphabet ? 

Ill all that the Bible teaches con- 
cerning what God has revealed to uj? 
of the schema of providence, nothing 

IS 
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Is rendered eutirtly ctear^ bnt wh^f 
;iS6f(ls us essential aid when relied 
upon as a pHiiciple of action. As 
every successive generation which 
has^ or which is to exist on this 
globe, mi the determiiied period of 
Its di&.^otution» are but parts of one 
great whole, all equally preient in the 
mind of Him whc^ inhabiteth eter- 
nity; and ss all this mighty whole 
makes hut a patt of the schenie of 
the universe, it must be m vain for As 
to attempt comprehending a plan so 
vast, so inscrutable, so *' past finlding 
** out." 

Any one who has. ever made the 
attempt of explaining tt> children 
iome particular parts of subjects, 
which stood connected with others^ 
that from their ignofaavce and watvt 
of capacity th^y Could iftot under- 
stand; and who has pcAieutly listened 
to aH the objections, and |o reconcile 

all 
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a!l the difficulties which this igno^ 
ranee and want of capacity occa- 
sioned, will have a proper notion of 
the nature of those objections which 
Imman weakness orgies against the 
divine authority of scripture, on ac- 
count of the seeming difficulties with 
which some things in it are at^ 
tended. 

You, my dearest I^dy Elizabeth, 
have the - ad vantage of bringing to 
the important inquiry, on which we 
are about to enter, a pur€ and un-«» 
prejudiced mind^ You will easily 
perceive the folly and impropriety of 
rejecting with scorn or pronouncing 
with arrogance upon such parts of 
these high themes as are involved ia 
obscurity. Continue, upon such oc-^ 
casions^ to act as you have hitherto 
acted, and you will avoid the errors 
into which pride and ignorance are 
so apt to falL You remember the 

yot. ji. c hook 
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book ^ of natural philosophy into 
which you used sometimes to look, 
and in which you occasionally met 
with passages that you read with 
much delight, though you seldom 
could go through half a chapter with- 
out finding something which you 
were obliged to pass as unintelligible, 
for want of previous information. 
The chapter upon optics in particu- 
lar, concerning which you were ex- 
tremely curious, you found you could 
then make nothing of. But what 
was the consequence? Did you take 
upon you to deny the truth of what 
the learned author had advanced 
upon any of these subjects, because it 
was not level to your apprehen- 
sion? Did you. say that you knew 
yourself to be a judge of what you 
could not judge, and pretend to de- 
cide upon what was, and what was 
jiot properly stated, concerning things 
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of whose powers and properties you 
were utterly ignorant ? No I With 
characteristic modesty you confessed 
the subjects to be above your compre- 
hension; anjd, feeling your deficiency 
in respect to the knowledge requisite, 
to qualify you for entering on the 
abstruser points, you . referred them 
to a future period ; resolving mean- 
while, by diligence and- application, 
to prepare yourself for receiving fur- 
ther information. 

How wise ! how just ! is the beau- 
tiful and striking observation of our 
Saviour, with respect to this ingenu- 
ousness of disposition : '^ Verily, 
" verily, I say unto you, that unless 
^^ ye become as little children, ye shall 
^* in nowise enter into the kingdom of 
« heaven." 

Docility, charming as it is in 

youth, is no less necessary* towards 

the improvement of our riper years. 
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Whtn yfhh youth we lose all teach* 
iblenesd of disp06itiOfi, our case may 
indeed be reckoned hopeless; for 
how shall we then prepare for that 
future scene, for which the present 
is meant to educate us ? If we be- 
come careless or intraeUble; as. the 
opportunities of improvement in-!» 
crease, the opportunities of improve^ 
ment will to us have been enlarged 
in vaiUf We shall remain con^ned to 
the narrow space which we had in • 
youth been forced to cultivate ; and 
lichen the period' arrives in which 
we must render an account of our 
transactions^ find that the only ac^ 
Ijuisition we have made, consists in 
having added presumption to igno* 
ranee. 

Persevere then, my most engaging 
young friend, persevere in the path 
on which you have already entered ^ 
Sq shall you go forward from strength 
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to Strength; advancing in wisdom 
and knowledge, until you arrive at 
that blessed state where both shall be 
perfected^ 

Adieu ! 
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LETTER II. 



I HAVE already observed, that the 
belief in a Supreme Intelligence and 
in the immortality of the human 
soul,^ were doctrines so consonant 
to reason, and which were so spon- 
taneously adopted by the human 
mind, as to be termed the reli- 
gion of nature. I have likewise 
shewn, that wherever the light of re- 
velation was withdrawn, these first 
principles were so corrupted by the 
passions and the imagimation, as to 

be 
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be disjoined from all connection with 
the moral principle. 

I come now to lay before you the 
substance of the knowledge obtained 
through the medium of divine revela- 
tion, an account of which has, by 
the providence of God, been pre- 
served to us in the Bible. We there 
find natural religion displayed in all 
Its purity, additional strength be- 
stowed on all that reason had sug- 
gested, and additional light giveu 
upon points which were of too much 
moment to be left involved in the un- 
certainty of conjecture. 
, By the religion of reason it was 
taught, that the formation * of the 
world, and of all that it contains, 
must necessarily be the work of a 
powerful and intelligent being. The 
Bible confirms the interesting truth. 
It gives us a sublime description of 
the manner in which thii world was. 

at 
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at the fiat of Omnipotence called 
into existence : a description so clear, 
as to be level to the comprehension 
of the ignorant ; so full of grandeur 
as to claim the admiration of the 
most enlightened. 

Wherever the human mind had 
arrived at such a state of cultivation 
as to be capable of exerting its rea- 
soning powers, V there were some who 
argued upon the probability that 
God who made the world, continue** 
hy his providence to govern it ; and 
that he is consequently An invisible 
and ever-present Avitness of humaa 
actions. To the rational faculties of 
man, God afforded sufficient light to 
render this probable, but it was by 
revelation only that it could be ascer- 
tained, and by revelation i^ has bee^ 
ascertained. 

We learn from the Bible, that in the 
beginning of the world the Supreme 

Being 
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Being v^juchsafed to give prooft of his 
imiiiediate presence, not only to the 
understandiiigj but to the senses. 
By immediate communication he in- 
structed the parents of the human 
race. He informed them ' of their 
falJibity, and of the state of proba- 
tion in which they were placed^ and 
warned them of the penalty tiiey 
would incur through disobedience. 
Nor when the penalty was incurred 
did he withdraw the proofs of his 
superintending care from tlie guilty 
sulierers. Hitherto he had appeared 
to them in the attributes of wisdom^ 
power, and goodness ; they were now 
to see him as a God of justice and a 
God of mercy. 

Justice pronounced the awfal sen- 
tence of condemnation ; mercy pre- 
sented the cup of hppc. 

The account handed down to us, in 
the book of Genesis, of the creation 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 25 ] 

and fall of nian, h so very brief, that 
it must of necessity be obscure- But 
this briefness and obscurity are addi- 
tional proofs of its authenticity^. If 
you ever become acquainted with 
Oriental literature, you will perceive, 
that events which are stated by Moses 
within the compass of a few sen- 
tences, would have been amplified 
into volumes, had imagination beeft 
permitted to have any share in mak- 
ing up the record. Nor is the ob- 
scurity in which the inspired histo* 
rian has left all that it imported not 
our happiness to know, a less decisive 
proof of his fidelity. Events transacted 
in a state of existence dissimilar to 
that in which we live, must necessa- 
rily be attended with circumstances 
impossible for us to comprehend. 
Supposing it possible for us to have 
access to the mind of an unborn 
child, and that its reasoning faculties 

were 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 27 1 

were as strong as those of a- til&n in the 
prime of life, how should we describe 
to him the objects by which we see 
ourselves surrounded ? How. should 
we persuade him that those little Ifcjeir, 
which had hitherto been shut in ijark'^ 
ness, were the organs by which thii 
glorious scene Was to bef surveyed ; 
that they were to open on the luminal 
riesofheaven, to behold the brightness 
of the sun, ami the mild radiance of 
the silver moon, and the earth clothed 
in verdure ? How should we give 
him any idea of the change of sea* 
sons, the vicissitudes of cold and heat; 
to say nothing of the more compli- 
cated ideas of society ? 

With respect to any state of ex- 
istence that is in its nature essentially 
different from the present state, wc 
are no less incapable of forming any 
conception. All our arguments con- 
cerning it must therefore be futile 

and 
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€ind absurd A state of perfect inno- 
cence, such as we are told our first 
parents enjoyed, and a state of per- 
fect happiness, such as we hope here*- 
after to enjoy, 'are equally above our 
comprehension. Enough concerning 
;them has been revealed, to confirna 
our faith, but not to satisfy pur cU- 
riosity* We myst, however, observe, 
that though with regard to the state 
of innocence, the memorial appears 
obscure, and even imperfect, no ob- 
scurity rests upon the transaction^ 
immediately subsequent to its loss* 
And here another proof of th^ au- 
thenticity of the record occurs to me, 
which, though unsupported by autho- 
rity, I shall have the temerity to 
mention. 

In pronouncing sentence upon our 
first parents, the Supreme lieing is 
represented as dooming the first trans- 
gressor to an additional load of sufr 
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fenng and sorrow ; but at the same 
time, and as if to prevent the conse- 
quences, of despair, as holding forth 
to her a peculiar hope. 

We have here a lesson which ought, 
i|i my opinion, to be inculcated on 
every female heart. If properly ap- 
plied, It would teach the woman 
who repines at want of power, and 
who boldiy assumes it as her right, 
to be humbled by the remem- 
brance of her sex's' weakness. It 
would at the same time prevent any 
from sinking under a painful sense of 
inferiority. Let her who, thinking 
meanly of her sex, relinquishes all 
hope all desire of improvement, let 
her remember, that when the first 
pair stood before the tribunal of an 
offended God, though the weakness 
of the woman was not accepted as an 
Apology for her guilt, yet, that to her 
was granted the promise of salvation, 

and 
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a»d that she was expressly told by 
the voice of Omnipotence, that it was 
the *' seed of the woman which should 
" bruise the serpent's heel.'* 

.Would it ever have entered iiito 
the imngm^iiou of uTimspired man, tp 
have represented the Almighty as 
speaking thus? No. Had this his- 
tory been compiled by human wis- 
dom, and preserved by human power, 
we should doubtless have had a very 
different account of this awful and 
important sentence, in which justice 
and mercy are so coiispicuously min- 
gled. We should have seen the 
woman represented as- seducing and 
seduced: the first accounted for by 
her charms; the latter by her weak- 
ness. We should have seen her re- 
presented as the cause of ruin ; but 
we should never have heard of her 
being declared the medium of restora- 
tion to the human racCf 

The 
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The traditional account which de- 
scended to the Eastern nations of the 
primaeval state of man, and of the 
events which preceded and which im- 
mediately followed the deluge, are 
thought by many learned persons to 
form the basis of almost all the my- 
t|ioIogical fables of antiquity; and 
it may hereafter afford an agreeable 
exercise to your ingenuity to trace' 
the 'resemblance. We may be con- 
vinced that some memorial of tlie 
fact^ was thus preserved, but being 
entrusted to human care, it was soon 
overwhelmed by the loads of absurd 
fiction with which it had been deco- 
rated by human imagination. 

Whatever knowledge might have 
been obtained by tradition of the 
f facts, it is in the Bible alone that a 
satisfactory account is given of the 
designs of Providence in relation to 
them. It was ordained by God, that 
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swcb an account of them should be 
preserved to us, as, while it afforded 
little gratification to a vain curiosity, 
and offered but a slender basis for 
tbc theories of fancy, should, to the 
latest ages of the world, be a pillar of 
faith. 

All that we find in the Bible, rela- 
tive to the earlier ages, is accordingly 
confined to a mere outline, respecting 
such events as are not intimately 
connected with the granjd object of 
revelation, viz. the birth, the 6ffice, 
and charaicter of the Messiah. 

In all that remains to us of the 
history of the antideluvian world, we 
still observe the same sublime con- 
ceptionsof the divine attributes, which 
are peculiar to holy writ. We there 
behold the Almighty revealing him- 
self to Noah as the avenger of sin, 
the abhorrer of iniquity. We see 
tim holding forth promises of grace 
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to tile penitent, and denouncing se-^ 
tere judgment upon the disobedient ; 
and, after the tetriis of niercy had 
been Itjectbd, ordaining the executioii 
of the threatened vedgeaiice. 

From the brief account that is pre- 
served to us bf these important 
though remdte transactions, it ap* 
pear^ that tem($brai revv^atds arid tem-^ 
poral punishments were all that God 
had as yet seen fit to reveal. It is 
sufficient for our instruction, that 
the punishment inflicted was such as 
God had foretold it Would be. Siu 
had brought death into the world. 
From this universal doom^ Noah and 
his family were not to be ejtempted: 
but while they were only to be made 
i&nbject to the general law, which^ 
from its being general^ is called the 
law of nature,^ the others were made 
subject td that particular and extra* 
ordinary operation of divine power, 

tot. II. D Whichl 
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which we call miraculous. Under 
the former, death steals with silent 
steps, and as it were weed& the de* 
cayed plants from the garden of crea- 
tion> and that at such intervals thaS 
they are scarcely missed : unde^ the 
latter, he was sent forth armed %yith 
terror, to destroy at once every liv- 
ing thing from off the face of the 
earth. 

How far the impression made by 
this awful instance of divine wrath 
operated upon the descendants of 
Noah^ or how long it had any in- 
fluence upon their conduct, makes no 
part of our present inquiry. We con* 
fine ourselves to the account given ua 
in scripture, of the particular inter- 
positions of Providence for the i^- 
ttruction and salvation of the race of 
man. 

The next event after the deluge^ 
in which God is represented as rnlcr- 
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fering in a mirac^il^us maoner, is th&i 
which occasioned the <ii3^6raoii of 
mankiftdi upon which many ingenious 
hypotheses have bee^ built. It is 
for you bnd I sufficient to kno\e^ that 
the human ta0e wer^ e^rly dispersed, 
and that different languages \^ere 
spoken by the inhalMtants of different 
cdun tries ; and as xte niay be assured 
that neither of these ci/camstandes 
irodld naturally have tak^n pkce^ we 
c«fi have no difficulty in believin^g 
that be who gave to man the iisis of 
speech^ and who designed him to €«U'- 
ti\'ate the world, might so contfoul 
the faculty he had bestowed, as td 
facilitate his purpose^ 

From the time that our first parents 
were driven out of Paradise till the 
calliitg of Abraham, we hear no ilien* 
iioR maKle of tiie fiiromlsfed Messiah. 
When, after the deluge, Qod niadc ar 
covenant with Noah, the promise 
D 2 ■ which 
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which it contained extended only to 
temporal blessings^. It was pfomised^ 
that " while the earth remainetfa^ 
** seed-time and harvest^ and cold and 
^' aiid heat, and summer and winter, 
*' and day and night, shall not cease:" 
and that neither should there be any 
mdre flood to destroy the earth : it 
was promised that the inhabitants 
of the world should never again be 
all at once destroyed! by a deluge of 
waters ; but concerning him who was 
to destroy the power of death, the 
voice of God was silent 

As the treasurers of that promise of 
hvpe^ God raised up a peculiar race, 
declared from the beginning to be or* 
clained and chosen for that particular 
purpose. 

Abraham, appointed to be the 
father of this racey is represented as 
a man of extraordinary piety and 
virtue ; for such alone have ever been 

the 
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the favoured, of .heaven. To him the 
promise of salvation, made to our first 
parents, was renewed by a special re- 
velation ; and to give him a greater 
degree of interest in the event, he 
received an assurance, that from him 
the promised Messiah should descend. 
The terms were neither figurative nor 
obscure, for it was expressly declared, 
^^that in his seed all the families of 
'* the earth should . be l)lessed. ** And 
to ascertain the truth and certainty 
that the promise thus made to him 
was no delusron practised on the ima* 
gination, it wasi accompanied by the 
notice of an unhoped*for event spee«y 
dily to be accomplished, 

Abraham had then no child ; for 
his wife Sarah, now a very aged 
person, never had brought him any 
offspring. God promised that they 
should have a son. The promise was 
fulfilled; and in the biytli of this 

son 
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30ti Abraliam received an assurance 
(hat all which God had said should 
.come to pass. 

That the faith of Abraham might 
jiescend as an inheritance to his po»^ 
ttrity, the events ^hich should befal 
}iis family after his decease were fore^ 
told Mith the utmost clearness and 
precision. Th^p country which be 
then inhabited was promised by God 
to the descendants of Abrdiam, who 
irere there to live a distinct anid 
chosen race, approprfate4 to the set^ 
vice of God, and de^tii^ftl to preserve 
the knowledge of him from b^coni-» 
ing extinct, or corrupted by the ab* 
surd inyentipns of human pride and 
ignorance* And, lest they should 
forget that the laud promised as ^ 
pQssessiop was the gift of God, the 
fulfilment of the promise was referred 
to a distant period, and not to take 
nlace till the fourth generation. 

■■ ' We 
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. We may be assured that the chit«* 
liren of Abrahahi/ and his children's 
children, were well instructed in all 
the particulars of this extraordinary 
revelation, which was to tham so full 
of hope, and in all respects so in-* 
teresting. And we accordingly find 
that the patriarch Jacob was sa 
strongly impressed with it, that he 
on his death- bed took an oath from 
fais sons to bury him in that land in 
which God had promised that in a 
(utttre age his family should be esta* 
blished. 

In the coune of time, however, 
this impression was nearly obliterated. 
The posterity of Abraham forgot the 
promised land, the destined place of 
their inheritance ; and were so base 
as to be contented in a state of sla- 
very and bondage. From this state 
of subjection they wer6 unwillingly 
riescucd by Moses, whom God raised 
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pp as a deliverer, apd endowed witl^ 
power to work such miracles, as 
phould sufficiently attest his "divine 
mission. He who is the ruler of all 
event* might doubtless haye brought 
this to pass by means of wars and re- 
volutions, such as have taken pUce 
in all ages of the world, and in which 
ope event seeins to grow out of ano- 
ther, as ^ natural and unavoidable 
consequence. But a gross a^d sen-^ 
sual people wo\x\d not in this hay« 
seen the hand of God : they would 
have taken to themselves the glory. 
God therefore brought them upto that 
land, which he had promised Absa^ 
ham tp bestow upon them, not by 
the ordinary course of ?veqU, but by 
an open display of the jnterpo?iitio|i 
pf Divine Proyidenpe, which, when- 
ever it is thus displayed, is called 
miraculous, " By signs and by wonders 
\[ and by an outstretched arm, did 
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f^ tlic Lor4 God bring hb people out 
f from among th^s Egyptians." The 
power which be exertied in doing 
this wa^ 3Q evident to their senses, 
that it could neither be mi^take^ no|r 
iknied. Well might the yenerable 
lawgiver, to whom was assigned the 
arduous task of leading aad instruct- 
ing,the unruly multitude, well might 
he appeal to those who had been 
eye-witnesse§ of the awful scenes, 
5* Ask now," s*ys he, ^* of the days 
" that are past> which werp before 
♦* thee, si^ee the day that <jod 
f' created m^n ypoq earth; and ask 
f' from the one side of heaven to the 
" other, whether there hath b^^n any 
v:*frsuch.4^ing ^s this grg^t thing is, or 
f^^^ been beard like it^' Whaff 
^^^^conclusiou, ^yb^t the inferencei^ 
^yhich he desires th^m tp; draw from 
fill tlie mighty miracles which they 
J>ad seen a.nd heard? ^ Unto thee it 

" was^ 
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**wassbewii that the Loed he u 
^* God— there is none else beside 
" him : Know therefore this day, and 
^* consider it in thine hearty that the 
** Lwd he is God : in- heaven abov^^ 
'' and upon the earth beneath, there 
^ is none eke/' 

The miraculous proofs of his im- 
^(lediate presence which the Almighty 
vouchsafed to the Israelites^ and to 
which Moses here appeals, were not 
given to gratify an idle curiosity, or 
to solve unreasonable doubts ; they 
were only such as were necessary to 
establish a certainty that the laws and 
ordinances given through Moses were 
from God, 

Without such proofs of almighty 
pO^ver a$ were obvious to the senses, 
laws such as those promulged by 
IVfoses, ^ould pever have been ac- 
cepted by a gross and ignorant peo- 
ple, whose minds were incapable of 
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cuMiceitring the meaning of ceremonies 
and observances, which in general 
had a reference to a far distant event 
God therefore saM'' fit, in ushering in 
what is aptly termed the law of 
works, to inalce a display of that 
power, which, while it only operates 
by general laws, works. unthoiight of 
and unseen, but which, to the reflect- 
ing mind, is no less wonderful in the 
formation of the simplest flower, or 
in thp organization of any living 
creature, as in all the mighty things 
which he did in the sight of our 
fathers ** in the land of Egypt and 
" in the field of Zoan;" 

The promulgation of the law <jf 
Moses forms such an interesting epoch 
in the history, of the ^yorld, aii Qod's 
tvorldf, ^nd has in it so many circum* 
stances which it concerns us to know, 
that it must be made the subject of 
another letter. Permit me, however, 

to 



.GooqIc 



C 44 3 . 

to recommend to you never to lay 
down this or any book of instruction 
without fixing in your mind a sum- 
mary of what you have been readings 
Consider its purport and its tendency; 
reflect upon the argui^ents which have 
appeared to you most convincing, an^ 
treasure them in yoyr heart. 

May God in thi$ and all things 
Uess you* 

AdicMl 
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LETTER. III. 



Under a full conviction of the ad- 
vantages that result from having a 
clear, distinct, s^nd comprehensive 
view of divine revelation presented to 
the mind of youth, I shall, in the 
prosecution of my plan^ endeavour to 
simplify, the suhject as much as pos- 
sible. I am nevertheless still sensible 
that in order to embrace these gene- 
ral views, the faculties must be ex- 
erted with a degree of vigpur, such 
as I cannot nwv expect my clearest 
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Lady Elizabeth to possess. Some 
passages will, I am persuaded, excite 
attention; but the unremitted atten- 
tion necessary to grasp the whole, it 
may not be in your power to com* 
mand. You must therefore return to 
it, and by repetition you will impress 
it upon your mind. I beg you to 
recollect how many things, that at 
£r8t view appeared totally above your 
comprehension, you by degrees got 
so thoroughly acquainted with, as th 
wonder how you could have remained 
$o long in ignora)ice concerning 
them. Recollect how much you used 
to delight, when, in comparing your 
present ideas with the past, you were 
sensible of the acquisitions you had 
made, especially with regard to such 
branches of knowledge as had at first 
appeared most dilFicultj and let the 
remembrance of these circumstanxres 
encourage* you to apply your iriind 
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lo the subject now before you^ whicli 
is of infinitely more importauce thaa 
any in which yxHi can engage. 

We have already seen that the re- 
velation which God dispensed to 
Abraham was clear and definite ; but 
we have no reason to believe that it was 
attended with any very extraordinary 
display of the divine majesty. The 
events foretold could only have been 
foreseen by divine ooiuisciencei they 
could only have been accomplished 
by divine power : Abraham had a full 
conviction that they were revealed by 
God, and this conviction was all that 
was requisite. 

And here I must request you, to 
observe the remarkable correspond- 
ence which appears between the oniir 
nary and extraordinary dispensations 
,.of Providence.; evincing that the ge- 
Jieral laws by which they are regulated 
are (if upon such a subject I m^y^ 
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diicted upon the same pria6i{)1es. 

By those who hiVe turned their 
observation to the work^ of God 
in thfe ifrondei^s of cr^ationi it isf 
universally allbwed that nature be-* 
stows nought in vain. Her frugality 
has excited an equal degree of asto^ 
nishment and admirationi Through- 
out all her works, nothirig superfluous, 
Nothing unnecessary, is to be found ; 
€ind so fully is this now understood, 
that among the investigators of" na- 
ture, none are so presuming as to 
pronoun fce any thing useless, because 
they have not been able to discover 
its use: such presumption would be 
cohsidefed as( a proof of ignorance? 
but hiimility is the companion of 
knowledge and of wisdom. 

The works of nature are therefore 
io be considered as a revelation of 
the divine power and wisdom. 

Mi 
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All are but parts of one, stupendous wholcj 
Whose body nature is, and God the soul ; 
That chang'd through all and yet in all the 

same, * ' • . ' 

Great irt the eirth> as in Ih* cethereal frame ; 
Warms in the sun, refreshes in the breeze. 
Glows in the stars, and blossoms hi the trees, 
LItcs through all life, extends through all 

extent, , 
Sj)reads' undivided, opetatdsi Uhspdht^ 
Brehthcs- ift our soii^iftforms^ttUr- mortal part^ 
As full,^s pcrfisct, in a hair ^ heart ; 
. As full, as.perfept, in vile man thjat mourns, 
As the rapt seraph that adores and burns ; 
To him no high, no low, no great, no small ; 
He fills, he bounds, conneds, and equals all.* 

The same God who spake in thufl* 
ders from Sinai fecdeth the young 
ravens when they call upon him. 
And if from all we see and know \\t 
have reason to be convinced that he 
doth nothing in vain, we ought to 
be assured that if he ever made ail 
extraordinary display of his poweo 

' » Pope.' 
VOX., tu E it 
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it li^ould be upon the same principle. 
That it would be intended to answer 
some specific purpose; and that it 
would be adaipted to thr end j^o^- 
posed. ^ ' 

To such acts of divine power as 
are out of the common course of 
nature, and, are wrought for any par- 
ticular pupposey we give tl^e napfie of 
miracle ; btft we should do very 
wrong to imagine thart it required 
any eiFort in the Divines Being to ope- 
rate in one way more than. in another. 
Who shall presume to say that we, 
or any living creatures, nay that the 
world itself, or any of the thousands* 
of worlds that roll around^ could 
continue to exist for a single moment 
without a special act of diyine power ? 

The general laws that govern the 
universe give $tt<rh an appearance of 
regularity, that we are apt to forget 
that these laws are only modes of 
acting— -to be employed, or to be sus-^ 

pended,. 
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.pebtkd, Qr)to lie abrogated, a^it §Vil 
jseenicgood to ;bim .whp iw appointed 
4hem. We «3Qpeqt the return of, (Jf^r 
and Right, of Sfummet and • wintgri 
because we have been accuj^t9i«ed tp 
see them return ; but tb^t^.th^y dp 
thus return^ 13 no :h%s the ^^ct, :th^ 
^peclaUct of Omnipotencei tbantby^D 
willvbe.wbich shall. Mcest the^plwiets 
in their/.coacse, Mrhen ;tbe mighty 
.angelffrorli H^i?5en ^ball •^sjJ^e^^rrby 
•*. him that live th for ever and WAn 
*' that time shall be no move !*'* 

God, in.raerqy tpisinfulman, s*>v 
'fitto preserve aknowledgti ofhims^lf 
in one particular nation j Aod .»^t 
only so, but to .preserve in tbftt.na* 
tionihe expeotauon of aneventwHioh 
\?as in its conseque^cas of universal 
andiof: infinite importance to tbf^-bU'^ 
man^race.. 

'Cod, .in'Tevealtag.bim3elf:ti(} Abw-* 

£ 3 bam, 
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ham, rene\i^cd Che promise of sal vatioii# 
But the faith of Abraham's posterity 
concerning the fulfilment of that pro- 
mise, depended on their experiencing 
the itccomplishment of the promises 
in Avhich they were immediately con- 
cerned* It was therefore necessary 
that thi* should be so fully establrshed 
as to retnove the possibility of doiibt ; 
and that infidelity might have no ex- 
cuse, the descendants of Abraham, 
now multiplied into a great people, 
were brought forth from the country 
which had been their residence for so 
many years, by a miraculous inter- 
position of>divine power. 

Moses was chosen by God to be the 
messenger of his will^ and the leader 
of his people ; but that he was so, 
' they did not believe till afteir many 
and repeated proofs. Now it is evi- 
dent that God might have given them 
this assurance by means cf a miracu-^ 

lous 
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lous impression made on every indi-- « 
vidual mind; but he who in the works 
of nature displays his wisdom in the 
apparent simplicity of the means, his 
power in the grandeur of the effect, 
ordained that the Israelites should be, 
convinced of the divine authority of 
his messenger, by proofs submitted to 
the investigation of the senses. 

Having led' them into the wilder- 
ness, to a distance from all that might 
disturb their attention, the Almighty 
now proceeds to institute thosie l^ws 
which were to serve the several pur- 
poses of enlightening them concern- 
ing the divine nature and government, 
of confirming all that reason had as- 
certained of moral truth ; of keeping 
them a distinct and separate people, 
appropriated to the special purpose of 
being the ^ conservators of the promise 
of redemption; and of preserving in 
the world the knowledge of the one 

true 
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ixiit tj6i, lintiy that pit>misi^ ffitiuld 
b6 accompiished. 

A sfigfit cbnsidferatidn of tBe»e s^- 
vcril particulars will serve to coii- 
viilce Usof tKeit importance. With 
regard to the knowledge of God, the 
light of reVefetiotl Vrhich had de-» 
scdnded by tradition' to all the na- 
tions of the eattfi, had become ob-f 
scur6, and' so far corro|)ted by human 
inventioils as to be, to all moral pur-, 
poses, nearly lost. A belief irr the 
existence of some superior intelli-p 
gen Ce" was, indeed, preserved; but 
Kow little was known concerning the 
nature of the Supreme 3eing is evi-^ 
dent from the tiattire of the \<7orship 
institiifed \vL his lionour. Reasbn 
taug*ht the human mind to enlbrace a 
belief ?n the Creator, but how little 
did it teach concerning ])im 1 Reason 
could riot detlare whether it was not 
pne Qbd w^io. ma^le the sun, and an- 

pther 
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•otlier who made the mooQ^ and «&« 
other who formed the earth* ^Nay; 
reason could not ascertain whether 
these useful orbs were not the God$ 
who made the world 1 

With regard to the moral qualities 
which are essential to the existence of 
society^ reason had been taugl^t By ex« 
perienceto appreciate them with tole^^ 
Table accuracy ; but it was no slight 
thing to have all that reason ascertain* 
ed concerning them confirmed by ex- 
press revelation. And as to the method 
appointed by God for the pardon of 
sin, and the justification of transgres* 
«ors^ it is evident that it could never 
have been discovered by other means 
than immediate communications from^ 
the Divine Being. Let us then with 
Jiumility adore and reverence that 
goodness and mercy which, in com- 
passion to our infirmities, vouchsafed, 
^hy the splendour of revelation, t6 lepil 

assistance 
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assistance to reason's feebler beam^^ 
Had not this revelation been given 
in splendour, it would have failed of 
)>roducing its effect. But we shall in 
examining the circumstances be sen- 
sible that however aweful, however 
sublime or magnificent, neither the 
terrors nor tlie magnificence dis- 
played, were more than was demand- 
cd by the occasion^ 

In the third mo^ith from the period 
of their departure from Egypt, God 
intimated to Moses what were the pe- 
culiar designs of his providence with 
regard to the people whom he had sq 
miraculously delivered from 4 foreign 
yoke. 

They (the Israehtes) were come to 
the desert of Sinai, and had pitched 
their tents in; the wilderness before 
the mount. " And Moses went up 

V u^toGod (i. e. to worship God iu 

V prayer), and the Lord called unto 
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^' him out of the mountain, sayings 
" Thus shalt thou say to the house of 
-' Jacob, and tell the children of Is- 
• • rael. Ye have seen what I did im- 
" to the Egyptians, and how I bare 
" you on eagles* wings, and brought 
"you unto myself. Now therefore 
" if ye will obey my voice indeed^ 
" ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto 
^* me above all people, for all the 
*^ EARTH IS MiKF, and ye shall be 
^^ unto me a kingdom of priests, and 
" an holy nation/' 

Here we see that God leaves it to 
their free choice to refuse or to ac- 
cept the terms proposed ; and that this 
choice might be entirely uninfluenced, 
the proposal is made in the most 
simple manner, unaccompanied by 
any of those circumstances which on 
other occasions struck the senses and 
%he imagination Vith the profoundest 

aw?, 

•*And 
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^ And Moses camey and called for 
^* the cWers of tlie people, and laid 
** Before^ their faces all these words 
** whfcli the LoiHi Gommanded him ; 
**^ and all the people ans\^rered toge- 
^^ ther and said. All thai the Lord 
'^^ hath fpokcHy we will do.^ 

After the people had thus solemnly 
arnd deliberately engaged themselves 
to serve the Lord, be whom they had 
thus engaged to serve vouchsafed to 
give such evidence of his power and 
of his presence, as should leave no 
doubts upon their mind* No sooner 
bad Moses made to him a declaration 
of the solemn resolution entered into 
by the people, llran this gracious mes- 
sage is returned : *^ Lo, I come to 
" thee in a thick cloud, that the peo- 
** pie may hear when I speak with 
" thee, and believe thee for ever !*• 
That there might be no possibility of 
mistake, the day and manner of this 

appearance 
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appearance is appointed ; and in the 
manner^ and on the day fofetold, it 
did accordingly take placie. For — 

" It came to pass on the third day, in 

*' the morning, that there were thun- 

^^ ders and lightnings, and a thick 

'^ cloud upon the mount, and the 

*' voice of the trumpet exceeding 

^Moitd; so that all the people that 

" was in the camp trembled. And 

^* Moses brought forth all the people 

*' that vas in the camp to meet with 

*^ God, and they stood at the nether 

" part of the mount ; and Mount Si*- 

" nai was altogether on a smoke 'be- 

*^ cause the Lord descended upon it 

*' in fire ; and the smoke ascended 

^* upon it as it were the irhoke of a 

" furnace, atid the whole mount 

** quaked greatly. And when the 

'* voice of the trumpet sounded long, 

^* and waxed louder and louder. Mo* 

^^ scs spake, and God answered him 
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^' by 4 mice. And the Lord came 
"down upoB Mount Sinai, upon 

• ** the top of the mount. And the 
•' Lord called Moses up to the top of 
" the mount.-** 

Where shall we find a passage to 
equal the sublimity of the descrip- 
tion ? Perhaps the impression which 
it made upon me when I M^as very 
young, may tend to heighten the 
effect which it has upon my mind ; 
but I never yet have been able to 
read it M'ithout fancying myself a 
spectator of the solemn scene, and 
shrinking appalled as if I heard 
the aweful trumpet' sounding in my 
ears. 

Well may we expect that the words 
which the people wer^ thus called 
upon to hear, and which were usher- 

, ipd in by circumstances so extraor- 
dinary, should be worthy of the 
Ipfd ^pd giveT of life to commu- 

wcat^ i 
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nicate ; and that they should tend to 
promote the well-being and happi* 
nes* of the people to whom they 
were addressed. Let iis observe— 

; " God spake these words and said, 
** I am the Lord thy God, which have 
^* brougnt thee out of the land of 
•* Egypt and out of the house of 
*' bondage— 7%ow ^halt have no othtr 
*^ Gods before me**' 

This truth, the foundation of all 
religion, was here established, and it 
was to the rude people to whom it was 
addressed, confirmed by a reference 
to facts which came within the limits 
of their own experience. He taught 
them M'hat only by his special inter- 
ference could be taught, tliat there is 
but ONE Godj; and that he should 
be the only object of their adoration. 
In order to preserve this beli(^f in its 
purity, he warns them against these 
Corruptions which human depravity 

had 
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had introduced into the worship of' 
aH other luttions* "Thou shalt not 
" make unto thee any, graven image^ 
" or any likeness of auy thing that is 
*' in heaven above, or that is in the 
" earth beneath, or that is in the 
** waters under the earth. Thou 
" shalt not bow down thyself to 
^' them, nor serve them j for 1 the 
'^ Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
•* visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
" upofn the children unto the third 
" and fourth generation of them that 
^' hate me, and shewing mercy unto 
" thousands of them that love me and 
** keep my commandments/' 

From the latter part of this decla- 
ration of the divine will^ we are led 
to observe, that what^we consider as 
the natural and inevitable course of 
things, is in reality, a part of the 
scheme of Providence, and is sjibject 
to the guidance and control of the. 

AHnighty 
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Almighty Governor of Ihe universcr. 
We know that if a man si^nanders 
his fortune, his childrca must snfFer 
poverty j— that if ihe neglects their 
education, they muat be ignorant ; 
and that if he corrupts their minds, 
tliey will be viciotte. But this in the 
natural course of things should go on 
from gcncraticm t^ generation with- 
out end or limits. Here we have the 
word of God tliat it shall not be so. 
And that though by ^the laws of Provi- 
dence he permits the iniquities of the 
fathei^s to be visited oa the children to 
the third and fourth geneiatian, that 
visitation shall .bavie its l>ounds : 
while to his mercies there are* no 
bounds!' They are shewn indiscri- 
minately to alL who love him and 
^eep his commandments. 

He to whom all hearts are open, 
wIm) knowsall the diflferentavenHes to 
temptation, knew bow »oon the sane- 

tifviug 
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tifyitig impression made by the awd- 
ful sense of his being and attributes 
Avoiald be destroyed, if these ideas 
were not guarded and fenced round 
by habitual reverence.. He was not 
only to be the sole object of faith 
and of worship, but his very name 
M'as to be kept sacred, and never in*- 
troduced but when the heart was'seri* 
ously inclined to do him homage. > 

" Thou shalt not take the name o?f 
" the Lord thy God in vain, for tK^ 
" Lord will not hold him guiltless 
" that taketh his name in vain !'* 

Then follows the law which in its 
due observance could not fail to seal 
the principles of faith upon the hcgrt. 
I have in another place* observed 
upon the wisdom of appointing a cer- 
tain stated period to be, as often as 

* See Letters on the Elementary Principles of 
Education, vol. ii, letter 3. 
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it returns, appropriated to the special 
service of God. I have shewn that 
from the nature of the human mind 
it is impossible without such assist- 
ance to preserve the spirit of devo- 
tion in the soul. You cannot as yet 
be supposed capable of entering intqi 
the force of all the arguments there 
employed ; but you may so far com- 
prehend the scope and meaning of 
them as to be sensible that, as our 
attention is necessarily engaged by 
our present occupations, they will, 
whether they be those of business or 
of pleasure, lead our thoughts from 
God. To keep alive upon our hearts 
a sense of his divine presence^ we 
mwst therefore be ofttn obliged for- 
cibly to recal our minds from other 
objects ! But alas ! without divine 
assistance, how seldom would this 
have been accomplished ? God thtre- 
fore from the beginning of the world 
vet. u. F appoiutedf 
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app6inted the seventh day as a day 
of remembratice, a day to be sepa-- 
rated and set apart from the common 
purposes of life, and appropriated to 
the particular con$ideration of the 
duties ^c owe to Him who rs the 
maker and governor of all things. 
No law which tended to the moral 
improvement of man was ever abro-^ 
gated fey hm who appointed it. We 
accordingly find, that this law, which 
was given to Adam in a state of in-^ 
liocence, was again solemnly repeated 
by the voice which issued from the 
thick cloud that covered Sinai. 

" Remember the Sabbath-day to 
** keep it holy. Six days &halt thou 
^^ labour and do all thy work ; but 
•* the seventh day is the sabbath of tl>e 
" Lord thy God : in it thou shaltnof 
•* do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
" thy daughter, nor thy man servant, 
•• nor thy maid servant, nor thy cat- 

'' tie. 
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^^* tic, lior the stranger which is wilhi^i 
''^thy gates. iPor m six days thb 
*.* Lord 'made heaven and earth, the 
•^^ sea and all that in them is, and 
*' rested the seventh day: wherefotfe 
" the L6rd blessed the seventh day> 
*' and halloaed it" 

Consider with attention the scop6 
and meaning of this divine commands 
How perfect in wisdom^ how infinite 
iA benevolence, was he who framed 
it ! The benefit of a sacred interval 
of repose from worldly pursuits wai 
not to be confined to any class or de- 
scription of persons. It was to extend 
to all. 



*' Hail, Sabb&th ! thee I hail the poor man's 
"day!" 



,So, Without poetical jexaggieration, 

may it emphatically be pronounced. 

tven the very animals whom God 

F S has 
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has . appointed to lend their strength 
to' the feebler race of man, hav^e- in 
thi8 ordinance a charter of rights, 
which to all generations establishes 
their claims to a certain portion. of 
rest and comfort. 

The other six commandments relat6 
to the social duties, and are founded 
in the immutable principles of truth 
and justice. By them men are taught 
to restrain the selfish passions, and 
to respect tlie feelings and rights of 
their fellow- creatures. Upon all of 
them, many able commentaries have 
been written, and many excellent ser- 
mons have been preached. These, I 
make no doubt, will in due time be 
perused by you with proper atten- 
tion ; but it is not my object, at 
present, to enter into any discussion 
upon the subject of particular duties. 
I only now aim at giving you a ge- 
tieral view of the support afforded 

to 
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to moral principle by the light of 
revelation, from the period of its 
commencement at the creatioij of 
the, world, to that of its meridian 
splendour in the coming of the 
Messiah- 
May my feeble endeavours be 
blessed to your use by the God of 
mercy, and to bis name be the 
glory ! 
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LETTER IVv 



My dear Lady Elizabeth, 

Although the ten commandmeBti 
retain their place in the church ser- 
vice, and though a portion of the 
Old Testaij. t:ut is still read by ap- 
pointment every day, I believe there 
are many who think that a knowledge 
of Oid Testament history is entirely 
superflut)us, and that it has in reality 
nothing to do with Christianity. I 
said many who think so ; but I cor- 
rect myself; for the people who take 
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up «uch silly notions, are they who 
never tlunk at all. 

Let us suppose, my little ft-iend. 
Lord B. as destined at a future 
period to fill some great €mp]o3'^ment 
in tbe state, for which a knowledge 
of the la\v:s and constitution of his 
country would be essentially requi- 
site. Would this acquirement be left 
to chance ? Or would it be thought 
possible that he. could attain the in- 
formation necessary to qualify him 
for the place in question, without 
some trouble and research? No. 
Where temporal interests are at stake, 
no such follies are committed. He 
would be directed by his friends and 
preceptors to make himself acquaint- 
ed with the history of his country 
from the earliest period, and taijgl^t 
to observe the gradual formation of 
its happy constitution, through age's 
of Gothic darkness and semi barbar 

lisni. 
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rism, to its full establistitnent m 
more enlightened times. So true it 
}s, that " the children of this world 
" arjB wiser in their generation thau 
*• the children of light r* 

We, who believe that God has 
called us to prepare ourselves for ^ 
higher and nobler scene, ought surely 
to .take no less pains to obtain all4)os- 
sibje information upon what so nearly 
concerns our future welfare, than we 
see to be taken by those who desire 
to qualify themselves for situations 
that are temporal and transient-^ 
There can be no comparison in the 
interest which they are each calcu^ 
lated to excite. If a generous glow 
warms the bosom of the youthful 
patriot, when, as he reads the history 
jof his country, he marks the infant 
form of Liberty, nursed in the bosom 
of reasor, and gradually attaining 
^trepgth and vigour to defend the 

rights 
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rights of his protectress, can we with 
insensibility behold the progress of 
that light, whose beams brought free- 
dom to an enslaved world? that 
light which taught us to claim, and 
enabled us to secure, our title to 
an everlasting kingdom, where no 
ty'rant shall have dominion over 
us; for death and sin shall be no 
more ! 

We have seen the Almighty, he who 
is from eternity to eternity the same, 
he who is now present to you and to 
me; who knows our secret thoughts 
ere they be formed in our hearts, 
and witnesses all our actions ; %ve 
have seen him displaying the majesty 
of power, and issuing from Sinai the 
laws which were to govern his chosen 
people. ' 

Let us now proceed to take a far- 
ther view of this extraordinary inter- 
ference of the Creator for the accom* 

plishment 
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plishnient of the designs of his inft* 
cite wisdom. 

The ten commandments contain 
such instructions in the nature of the 
Deity, and Such view3 of his attri* 
butes, and df the wojship and reve- 
rence due to him, as never were known 
to any other nation* They contain 
such prohibitory statutes as reason 
allows to be the foundation of social 
unioi^y and which experience has in 
all nation3 found essential to the well* 
being of society. Reason, the light 
of the soul, is from God ; and by 
God are its decrees here confirmed, 
while, at the same time, additional 
light concerning the nature of the 
giver is bestowed ; not such light as 
•opposes itself to that of reason, but 
clearer and brighter, more definite a/id 
distinct, than unassisted reason could 
fittain. 

I wish you to pay particular atten* 

tion 
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tion to this ; that if ever you are sa 
unfortunate as to fall into the society 
of those who impiously scoff at di-» 
vine revelation, you may at once per-* 
ceive, that it is not in reason but in 
folly that their rejection of its truths 
originate. 

I wish you to attend to it upon 
another account ; that when you be- 
come acc|uainted with the history, and 
conversant in the opinions, and reli^ 
gion, and philosophy, of the most 
celebrated nations of antiquity, you 
may be prepared not only to appre- 
ciate their merits, but to observe their 
deficiencies. 

You will observe, that wherever Hie 
superior light of revelation did not 
illuminate the mind, idolatry, the 
most absurd of all human inventions,, 
universally prevailed; and that tho 
wise and the foolish, the learned and 
the ignqrant, fell down with equal 

reverence 
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reverence before the gods of their 
own making. To us this now appears 
so surprising, that we can hardly be^ 
lieve it possible that people endowed 
ivith a common share of understand- 
ing could ever have been guilty of 
such extreme folly. The fact is, how- 
ever^ too fully proved to allow a 
shade of doubt to rest upon it The 
only palliating circumstance that is 
by way of apology offered, is the 
assertion that a few — a very f etc phi- 
losophers saw the absurdity of the 
idolatrous worship M'hich was every 
where ^stablislied^ but did not think 
it would be proper to let the vulgar 
know that there was but one God, 
and that he was the only true object 
of reverence and worship. 

It is then confessed, that all the 
reason of these men, whom we ac- 
knowledge to have carried unassisted 
feason to its highest perfection, did 

no^ 
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)iot teftcfa them, that just conceptions 
of the Deity are m any degree essen- 
tial to morals. Yet this now appears 
to more enlightened reason as an in- 
controvertible truth : a truth first 
published from Sinai, and which, from 
the day of its publication, has litood 
at the head of the tables of the law. 
Ought \vc not to be. filled with gra- 
titude towards Him, who^ in pity to 
our weakness, gave such additional 
instructions concerning his own na- 
ture^ and gave them in such a way 
as to render it impossible that the 
impression could ever be entirely 
obliterated ? We are told, " that all 
** the people saw and heard the thun«» 
" derings and the lightnings, and the 
^* noise of the trumpet, and the moun- 
" tains -smoking ; and that when the 
" people saw it, they removed^ and 
'* stood afar off. And they said unto 
'* Moses, Speak thou with us, and 
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"we will hcctr; but let «ot God 
'^^ speak unto ui^ lest we die. And 
" Moses said utito the j>€ople> feM 
** not; fbr God is tome to prove you, 
^^ and that his fear may be before yout 
*^ faces, that ye sin not. Then Mosei 
*^ drew near unto the thick darkness 
" where God was. And the I,ord 
^* said unto Moses/ Thus shalt thoU 
" say unto the children of Israel : Ye 
*' have seen that I hav€ talked with 
** you from heaven. Ye shall not 
" make with me gods of silver, neiAher 
" shall ye make to yourseh^es gods of 
"gold.*' 

The remainder of the laws which 
were i nstitiited at this memorable epoch 
\vere delivered through the agenc}? of 
Moses. They are of t\\*o distinct 
species. The first relates to the ad^ 
ministration of justice ; and contains 
rules and precepts, some of which, 
like the commandments, are of uni- 
versal 
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versal application ; others adapted to 
the peculiar situation of the Jewish 
nation, and calculated for a pebple in 
that particular stage of civilization at 
which they were then arrived* The 
laws of the other class are avowedly 
instituted for a special purpose, and 
for a limited period. They form, as 
it were, a wall of separation betwixt 
the Israelites and the other nations of 
the earth. They chiefly consist of 
rites, and ceremonies, and observances, 
which were all doubtless of high im- 
portance, and of real though myste- 
rious signification, but which we caa 
now but very imperfectly comprehend. 
Nor is it necessary for us to seek for 
more than a general view of the in- 
tention of Providence in these ordi- 
nanfres; and that is so obvious as 
not to require either study or re- 
search. 

By laws and usages so peculiar, they 

were 
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were distinguished from and pre- 
vented mixing with other nations. 
By all the ceremonies and rites of 
worship, they were reminded of the 
awful sanctity of Him who is the 
sole object of all religious praise and 
veneration. By some of these cere- 
monies they were reminded of what 
he had done, in times past, for them 
and for their ancestors, and of the 
deliverance he had wrought for them 
according to his word: by others they 
were taught to look forward in hope 
to the completion of the promise of a 
future blessing, which was to be the 
^eal of the covenant ; to which all 
the sacrifices of the law referred, and 
in which all its cerenionies were to 
terminate. 

Concerning the precise nature of 
this blessing, they were not yet in a 
condition to be fully instructed. . It 
was sufficient for them to be told by 

the 
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the heaven- inspired lawgiver, that thii 
institution of rites and ceremonies 
was only intended as an in traduction 
to a purer and mote perfect system; 
in which they were to be instructed 
by a divine personage sent from God. 
That if they in the mean time pef-J. 
formed the engagements they had 
come under to God, and striictly ob* 
served all the forms and ceremonies 
of the law, and acted up to all its 
moral precepts, the divine favour 
would be manifested to theiti iil a 
special and extraordinary manner; 
and that they should be blessed, na- 
iionally and individually^ with an un- 
common share of temporal felicity. 
' The promise made to Abraham of 
the district then known by the namfe 
of Canaan^ and which was afterwards 
called. Judea, was not only ratifiedi 
but. a near period fixed for its accom^ 
plishment. To these specific pro- 
tOL. ir. a . miseS; 
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mises, threafenlngs no less clear and 
jspecific were added. They were not 
only warned in general, that punish- 
nient would, in consequence of dis- 
obedience, be inflicted, but they were 
particularly instructed in the nature 
of the punishments ordained. 

The history of the Jews, from this 
period until the coming of the Mes- 
siah, informs us how punctually, how 
literally, these promises and threaten*- 
ings werefulfiUed. Notwithstanding 
the demonstrations which God had 
given of his po^er and wisdom, 
his justice, mercy, and truth ; not- 
ji^ithstanding the powerful impress 
sion these demonstrations made upon, 
the senses, \^as such as to give .to 
this rude and otherwise unenlight- 
ened people more sublime t:onceptions 
of the power and majesty of the 
Supreme Being than any other nation 
«V€r possessed ;- notwithstanding alt 

tbisy 
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X\^i% they Srieldf^l 49 .tempt^i^cto. 
They, to ^vhom pod bful jrevpakd 
^m^dP as a God of xighteousness, 
.turiue^ a^idfs from him find frqm bia 
4vqr9hi|>, an^ bent theu Jcnee^ in reve- 
rence to the idols of other nations, 
They made themselves linages from 
(Ihe H??tals wWob they had dug fi"pm 
tbe bowels of the earth» aod Ml down 
b^ore. tl^etn, and worshipped them I 
You will .doubtless thinklhis a very 
ftrange infatuation. But^ ^py jt^at 
L^dy fllizabethi let lis iiQt, ^follow 
|he exaipple pf Miss Glqa^. JiCt us 
leisnefnber, that in the wprld idolatry 
wa? then t lie fashion j that tb<ey whp 
thu5 forgot Qq^, cpul^ pl^ad ^he ^^^ 
aii^p^e pf the great, ^nd the mighty^ 
ai^d the powerful pf the earth 1 Jj^% 
m renwpiljer, tpo, ^tbat Iti^owjl^dgp 
dpes not, operate as a prefer ver pf the 
heart, until it h*« 'be«a converted 
into an active pjripciple, */ H*?r ye 
OS *Uhisr 
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^^tftisl" saith the Prophet, *' ye 
" which ar^ called by the name of 
*' Jacob, whfch swear by thie name of 
•' the Lord, and make mehtion of the 
-** God of Israel, but not in truth ftor 
** in righteousness r* 

Xet us, however, dojustrce to the 
descendants of Abraham. Thotigh 
the multitude did indeed become cor- 
rupt, there were, even in the most 
degenerate times, a chosen few tvho 
worshipped the God of their fathers 
in sincerity, and, in spite of every 
obstacle, continued to have respect 
to all his commandments. Such per** 
sons inquired, as M^e are now inquir- 
ing, into the nature and purpose of 
all that Gbd had revealed to man", 
from t^e creation of the world ta their 
own times. They perceivfed that ^* the 
** law of the Lord was perfect,^ re- 
'^joicing the heart;'* that "the law 
•* of the Lord was pure, enlightening 

*nhr 
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** the simple ;" and that '* in keeping 
*' his statutes there was great reward." 
They perceived that the punishments 
denounced against disobedience, and 
the blessings promised upon obedi- 
ence, had in all times past never 
failed of being fulfilled ; and wisely 
concluded, that he who is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever, would, 
as he had done in times past, continue 
to do in times to come. They laid 
these things to heart. " They covered 
" themselves with integrity as with a 
" garment,** and "wasted their hands 
^^ in innocence ;*' and in this left us 
an example, that we should follow 
|heir sjtpps. 

Adieu I 
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Aqainv my dearest la^y Eliiabcfb^ 
again I mtisi tequest ypu to accomv 
pany mp into tjie regions of aiitirs 
quityi to tracft if I may so exprps^ 
myself, thp fqptstpps of l^rovidepce 
throughput all generations, Were it 
a subject in which wp Jiad no per- 
sonal interest, it is surely in itsplf so 
pxtraordinary as to awaken curiosity 
and command attention- But ivhei^ 
we consider that the consequences of 
pyery special act of grace and mpfpy 
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extend to all, and that Aone are ex- 
cluded from the benefit of them but 
such as.^ willingly exclude themselves, 
we must be very torpid indeed if we 
rest satisfied with vague and imperfect 
information concerning their nature 
and extent. 

It is remarked by a very learned 
and a very wise man, *• that the ge- 
'* ncral design of Scripture is to give 
'* us an account of the world, in this 
** one single view, as ChcPs world: 
«^ and that by this. Scripture is essen^ 
^^ tially distinguished from all other 
"books*/' In reading the Scrip-^ 
turehistor)% we shall find much ad- 
vantage from" attending to this re- 
mark ; as it confines our observations 
and our criticisms to the general tenor 
of the record, and cuts off all occa- 
§ion of contention concerning points 

• S^ Buttfr!fi Analogy^ p. 877* 
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that are df little consequence to the 
qiain design. 

In other histories we expect to be 
presented with a view of the remark-* 
able events that have been brought 
about by means of human agency; 
and in order to give us any de- 
pendence on the veracity of the 
historian, it is necessary that the 
events described be natural; that is 
to say, conformable to general expe- 
rience, and such as can be accounted 
for on general principles. From the 
view given of the general design of 
Scripture, we are taught to expect 
to find something beyond the limits 
of usual experience ; and therefore 
the credibility of the Scripture hisr 
torians must rest on other grounds. 
The books of the Old Testament wer^ 
written by persons of very different 
stations and situations, and in differ 
jent ages, and yet they as perfectly 

unite 
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unite in carrying on the main desigii 
of Scripture history, as if they had , 
written in conformity to a pre-j 
concerted plan. 

Instead of presenting us with a 
course of events evolving the general 
Jaws of Providence, the Bible gives 
us an historical view of those parti- 
cular instances, in which God in his 
infinite wisdom saw fit to deviate 
from these general laws, by what to 
our shallow apprehension appears to 
be more special acts of power. And 
though we should find (or iniagine 
we find) reason to believe that the 
human agents appointed^ by God to 
hand down to latest ages the history 
of his providence, had in other re- 
spects \jfien liable to all the errors 
^d prejudices of their coatempora-r 
lies, and that therefore the Bible hi$r 
toty partakes, as far as relates to facts 
giexely historical, of th? imperfection 

which 
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which attaches to all other historiesi 
we should not be in the least dis- 
turbed, since these imperfections do 
not impugn the integrity of the wri- 
terS) nor in anywise defeat th? purpose 
Ibf which we beKevv their writings to 
have been intended. 

The history of the Jews, from their 
taking possession of the promised 
hnd to the rtign of David, though 
it is only^ in other respects, such a 
Mere outline of events as might be 
expected from the rude historians of 
a rude dge, is nevertheless, with re- 
gard to the fulfilment of all that was 
foretold by Moses and by Joshua, so 
explicit, as td leave no doubt upon 
the reader's mind. 

By the prophet SamueU God re- 
newed the offers of mercy, and re* 
minded his people of the punishments 
that followed disobedience ; but until 
Pavid was established on the throne^ 

to 
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to which he w^s appointed white a 
shepherd-boy, we find no renewal of 
Iflid fjromise which referred to the fu* 
ture and nuiversal blessing. 

Of this universal blessing, David 
was inspired to speak in still plainer 
tertnS than had been employed by 
looses ; but w^ are not to imagine 
that either David or Moses had any 
^ccuratfs cohception cotlceftiitig the 
tiaturfe of the evetit which they fore*, 
told, TheDivitie Beittgiti Revealing 
liini^elf to David did not tn&ke the 
teme display of his power dr his glbry 
^s he h^d doiie to Hoses, This w^S 
li6w upnecessAry, and Gdd does no« 
thing in vain, David had from his 
infancy been instructed in the Jav; 
\lt heard frpm his fathers ** what had 
^^ been done in their days, and in the 
<^ old times before t^^ni,^' and from 
their experience and his own, knew to 
9 Certainty that all the promises and 

thfeatenin^s 
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thieatcijiags of God had been ful- 
tilled* The sceptre promised to the. 
Uibe of Judah had been put into his 
hand ; and the same God who made 
die promise to Jacob, and who, to 
mark its acdomplishment, had called 
him who was of that tribe from thp 
humble privacy of a shepherd's life to 
be king over Israel, promised that 
from him the future kiqg should 
spring, to whom all the ki^gs of tlje 
e^r th were tp. dp homage. 
. It was not necessary that David 
should know the exact nature of his 
own predictions ; but it was neces-j 
sary tl^t^ he should have such an 
assurance of their aiJcomplishment a^ 
might descend to his posterity. It 
jvas necessary that the people should 
Jiave proof, amounting to a demon-?- 
stration, that the prophecies which 
jie delivered concerning theMcssiah'^ 
fei^^i camp from God. This assur- 
ance 
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ance was gireti Jby God in the ustisw 
method. The circumstances of So- 
lortion's peaceful and splendid reigti 
were foretold while he was yet a 
child, afid no circumstance foretold 
concerning it failed to be accom- 
plished^ 

Again, ** God spake by the pro»- 
" phets," Some of these prophets were,, 
as we incidentally learn, persons of 
distinguished birth, high in situation, 
and of eminent abilities ; others were, 
in the language of the y/orld, of low 
origiuy and consequently held in 
little estimation by the multitude, 
for the virtues which distinguished 
them in the sight of God. They 
each speak the language of the situ- 
ation in which they were born. They 
express tl>emselve5 in terms more or 
less refined according to their edi> 
cation; and in the choice of the 
metaphors and allusions which they 

employ 
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^employ as iliustrationis ^f t^ir sptM 
ject, they display a very diflfer^qt 
share pf taste and talent Bat likie^ 
various iostruri^ents tuned in unison^ 
they vibrate ia perfect jbarmoDy. 
The simple and the dignified, the 
Tude and the refined, are employed 
by God, with equal efiect, as messen- 
.gers of his will. 

It may be, as yet, too soon for you 
to enter lapon the perusal of the 
hooks of the prophets ; hut select 
passages from each of them might be 
.pointed out to you, in which you 
CQuld not fail to observe an elev^tiou 
of sentiment, and a sublimity of 
thought and expression, such as you • 
have never n>et with in any other book. 

But however the grandeur of these 
lofty strains may excite oiir admira* 
tion> it is. a general view and a. clear 
conception of their tendency, that 
can alone be useful in establishing 

and 
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and aui^mentkg our faith. Whkt 
then was tije general tendeacy of 
^11 that WQS spoken b^' the ffo^ 
phets ? 
The question is easily answered^ 
They confirm and establish a be- 
lief in all the divine attributes, and 
communicate an increase of know- 
ledge with regard to the diviae na- 
ture and government They all tend 
to excite the liope of a future blessing, 
and Were evidently intended to keep 
alive the expectation of an event 
more interesting tlian any that had 
taken place since the creation of the 
world ; and as the time approached 
to give to man clearer views of the 
nature of th^t event, antl stronger 
pledges of its accomplishuient. 

Unity of design we might expect 
to find in .all that comes from Him 
who is from everlasting to everlasting 
unchangeably the same. But never 
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in all the works of Providence do we 
behold it so conspicuously dii^played 
as in these transactions between God 
And man which 1 have now attempted 
to trace. 

We have seen the Cteator lighting 
in the human breast the lamp of rea- 
son, and kindling the social and bene- 
volent affections in his heart. What- 
ever these had been able to discover 
of moral truths we have seen Him au- 
thenticating under the seal of reve- 
lation ; and thus, as it were, impres- 
sing on these truths for a second 
time the signet of Omnipotence. We 
have seen the disorder introduced 
by sin, and we have witnessed the 
promise given, that by an event, 
darkly and figuratively expressed, 
the disorder should be remedied. 
Upon this promise^ an additional 
light was by every succeeding reve* 
Jation thrown. To Abraham it was 

Ifivefi 
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given in niore explicit terms tlian to • 
our first parents, and to iiitn it was 
confirmed by certain pledges which 
served to establish his faith, and to 
give a security to his posterity for 
the accomplishment of the propheoiei^ 
that had been foretold. 

In all the miraculous (display of 
supreme power which sanctioned the 
authority of Moses, we only behold 
the gradual advancement of that 
design which had been already inti- 
mated. It was as a means of minis- 
tering to its accomplishment that 
the law was established; and this 
alone gave efficacy, sense, arid mean- 
ing to each of its ordinances. By 
Moses, the coming of the Messiati 
was again declared, an4 further light 
than had Tiitherto been granted, was 
thrown upon the nature of his divine 
mission. 

As a prophet superior id wisdota to 
VOL, II. H him 



Digitized by 



Google . 



C 98 ] 

him who was the first of the prophets, 
he was ■described by Moses : as a 
king, far surpassing himself in power 
and greatness,, he was described by 
David: as uuiting both these cha- 
racters, and yet in his station and 
appearance seeming to give a con- 
tradiction to all the expectations that 
had been formed concerning him, he 
was. described by all the subsequent 
prophets, some of whom relate the 
circumstances of his birth and suffer- 
ings, and death, as. if they had been 
eye-witnesses of the scenes which 
they so minutely pourtray. 

To give incontestable proof of 
their divine mission, they forewarned 
their contemporaries of events which 
would soon take place, not only in 
their own nation but in others. They 
spoke loudly, and plainly, and de- 
cidedly of the punishments which 
God intended to inflict upon them 

for 
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for Iheir sins^ and give clear and 
minute descriptions of the nature of 
these punishments. 

Every thing that they declared 
took place : every word spoken by 
the prophets was fulfilled. When the 
period arrived in which the Jews 
were to suffer the afflictions due to 
their impenitence, they did suffer j 
and, when humbled by adversity, per- 
ceived that the prophets whom they 
had despised, had, by divine inspira- 
tion, anticipated the records of his- 
tory. 

. The afBicllons which they endured 
in their long captivity, had, in some 
respects,, their proper effect* They, 
papduced a more entire hearty de- 
pendence upon God, and a more 
uniform performance of their religious 
duties. In their prosperity th'ey had 
forgotten the promise of hope, but 
they clung to it in. their adversity; 
H2 and 
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and though their views of its nature 
were extremely erroneous, their faith 
was from henceforth steady and siD- 
cere. 

The voice of prophecy now ceased ; 
for the purposes of God we«e accom- 
plished. The law had fulfilled all for 
which it was intended. The people 
for whose use rt ,had been instituted 
were convinced of its divine autho- 
rity ; they had a full experience con- 
cerning the exact fulfilment of the 
promises and threatening^ by which 
it had been sanctioned ; and built 
upon that ex:perienee a certain con* 
iidence concerning what yet remained 
to be accomplished, and waited in 
aweful expectation of the desiKd 
event. 

In contemplating these divine in^ 
terpositions we cannot but be filled 
with aweful ideas of the immutability 
of the Supreme Being The scheme 

of 
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q( Proxiidenoc\% far ^too extensive for 
*Q.ur grasp. All beyoud what he has. 
beerf pleased e^^plicitly to declare, is? 
involved in dairktiess; but of what he 
has expUcitly declared we are bound 
to Dfiake the proper \xst, la all that 
we have seen displaj^d of it in the 
Hjany revolving ages that have passed 
under our review, we percieive the 
^lost perfect harmony ; we perceive 
the indications of never-failing truth. 
Wh^redo we find tluit God promised 
^nd did not fulfil his promise? Where 
do we find that he threatened and did 
not punish?' For a certain length of 
time^ such a time as was sufficient to 
give an aipple room for the operation 
of experience, these promises and 
threatenings Wjere confined to objects 
of sense. They ^ere seen, felt, and 
understood /by the learned a:nd un- 
Iparned; and as they were, in many 
instaqces, net individual, but na- 
tional, 
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tionaly the accomplishment of them 
was too conspicuous to adihit of 
doubt or controversy. 

Could they who had thus experi- 
enced the immutable veracity of the 
Divine Instructor, imagine that 
though he fulfilled his promises with 
legard to what was near, he would 
not fulfil them with regard to what 
was far off? No. They could not 
thus think ! And is the nature of 
the Eternal changed ? If the pro- 
mises and threatenings given through 
Moses and the prophets were fully 
and compWely accomplished, can 
we believe that those given by a 
greater than Moses shall fail ? The 
nature of the dispensation is, indeed, 
in some respects changed, but he 
who gave it can never change ! 

The punishments and rewards de- 
clared by Moses, were national and 
temporal The punishments and re* 
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wards declared by Jesus iare indi- 
vidual and eternal. And as surely as 
the children of Isra-el obtained posses- 
sion bf the land promised to their 
fathers, so surely shall we obtain 
possession bf that inheritance pro- 
mised by God through Jesus Christ 
if w6, on our parts, perform the 
conciitions df the engagement. As 
surely as the children' of Judah were 
led into captivit^ by the king of 
Babylon, according to all that had 
been foretold thebt by the prdphet, so 
surely shall you arid I be condemned 
at the day of judgment, if we, like 
them, refuse to listen to the pro- 
phet's voice. 

In the words 6f the prophret to 
whom I hav6 so lately alluded, I 
may nciw make an apptopriate con- 
clusion of this letter. ** Have ye 
" not known r" says Isaiah the son 
of Amos, " Have ye not known ? 

« Have 
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*' Have ye not heard? Hath; it nat. 
" been told you from the beginmng ? 
*' Have ye .^ot uuderstopd from thp. 
^f foyn^atiops of the earth I It. is 
"He that s^tteth ^pou the circle 
" of the earth, and the inhabitants 
*' thereof arc as grasshoppers ; thaj; 
".stretcheth out the heavens as a 
^^ curta^in, . . and spreadet][i them out 
" as a tent to dweU in} that bring- 
" eth the princes to i^pthing : bp 
*i maketh the judges of the earth ^ 
/[ vanity.. , He shall blow upoi^t tl^ew ; 
"i aiid they s^all witljer,. and, f he w;hifl- 
"^ivipd, shall tsjjie ^ifpm away a^ 
*' ^tubble^. The grass jivithereth, the 
*' flower fadeth, because the spirit of 
** ^ht Lprfl blpweth yppn it ; surejy 
"jthci people is, as jgrass^. Th^ gra^s 
** >vitjieret;^ ji ^.Aq^wex fadjCth. But 
"the Word pF our. God shall 
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X^ usberitig in. (he ]a>v of ordinances^ 
it pleased the ^]iA\ghty Giver, of the 
law to. afford such testimonies of its 
divine origin <aa wer^ evident to the 
sense? ; but in ushering in the law of. 
grace, the appeal was no longer to be 
made to the senses, but to the under- 
sending and the heart. Every cir* 
cumstance was> declarative of the 
difference of the dispensation. The 
gflories of tljis wor }d, M'hich had by 
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Moses and the prophets been held 
forth as the reward of obedience, 
were cast into shade by " the glory 
'* which excelleth," the glory of im- 
mortality ! Hope was no longer to 
cling to earthly things; the desires of 
the heart were to b6 purified and 
exalted ; and all temporal objects 
to give place to those which are 
eternal. 

The circumstances of our Saviour's 
birth gave a mortal blow to worldly 
pride. When we contrast them withf 
the scene of grandetfr and magni* 
ficence exhibited at the giving of the 
law, we cannot wonder that tlie Je\ys 
should doubt and be astoilished. They 
who Wefe filled with high expecta- 
tions of seeing the reign of the 
Messiah commence by an external 
display of might and power, could 
not by less than, miracle be brought 
to' ackna^' ledge, as theii* promised 

Saviour, 
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Saviour, one like him, born and nur* 
tured in poverty and obscurity. 

For this they might indeed have 
been prepared by the prophets^ as by 
some of them his lowly situation in 
society had been minutely foretold- 
But the respect which is in this world 
given to power, and riches, and gran- 
deur. Winded thejr eyes, and misled 
their hearts. This had likewise been 
foretold many ages before; being 
mentioned by Isaiah as an inevita^ 
ble consequence of their mistaken 
views. 

** My thoughts are not your 
•^ thoughts, neither are my ways 
*' your ways, saith the Lord : for bj^ 
^^ the heavens are above the earth, so 
** are my ways higher than your 
" ways, and my thoughts than your 
^'thoughts." 

The Jews read this, and they be- 
lieved it;; but still, having their 

minds 
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minds filled with images of vulgar 
glory, they forgot that it alluded to 
the description that had just been 
given of the Messiah, as ^* a man of 
** sorrows and acquainted with -grief," 
aud persisted in expecting that the 
promises made to their fathers should 
he fjuliilled by the appearance of a 
gpreat and powerful prince. 
1 We ought to reap instruction from 
their mistake.; and as we must be 
convinced of the caiise of their dei* 
Ijtjsion, should be . upon our guard,' 
lest it assaults us in another form. I 
shall have occasion to speak more of 
^lis hereafter. At present I wish to 
Oftll your attention to those circum- 
stances which peculiarly distinguish 
the revelation. given by Jesus Christ 
from that given by ^^ the messengers 
" sent before to prepare his way*** 

In my last letters I have endea- 
voured to. shew you, that the light. 

which 
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which God dispensed through these 
inspired persons, was progressive; 
^ diffusing into the hearts of those who 
received it clearer views of the divine 
nature, than man by the use of rea* 
iJon could have obtained. That every 
^uccessiv* revelation gave an addi- 
tional motive to the practice of vir- 
tue,' by giving additional' assurance 
that virtue was pleasing in the sight 
of God ; and that a departure from 
the laws of truth, and justice, and 
piety, and mercy, would bring down 
the wttith of Deity upon the of- 
fender. 

By these lights the prophets pre- 
pared the way for him, who was to 
be the way, the truth, and the light ; 
and to unfold the divine nature and 
the scheme of Providence with aa 
effulgence and an efficacy beyond 
their commission or their power to 
■ impart. ^To Him give all the prophets 

witness; 
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witness; to Him, who, besides adding 
the sanction of divine authority to 
all that reason had discovered of 
moral truth, was to give such in- 
structions as should tend to lay a 
surer foundation for the practice of 
the moral virtues, than the wisdom 
of man had been able to conceive. 

All this, that God had by the pro- 
phets promised, was by the coming 
of the Son of God accomplished. 
By him the counsels of God were 
published.' By him the scheme of 
Providence was so far displayed as 
was necessary towards effecting the 
purposes of the dispensation of grace; 
the additional knowledge afforded 
being of such a nature as could never 
without divine revelation have been 
obtained, and such as had, in every 
instance, a tendency to increase and 
strengthen the principles of moral 
virtue. 

By 
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By Mosdis and the propb^.ts God 
haxl been decls^red to ;be a God of 
holiness. By them he was represented 
as hating sin^ and punishing all man- 
ner of iniquity. But in how much 
brighter colours was this displayed 
by J^sus Chri&t in what he saw. fit 
to unfold of the scheme of redemp- 
tion ! 

By Moses, God had promi3ed to 
the. Israelites to grant them especial 
assistance, on certam conditions of 
obedience; and while they, performed 
their part of the. covenant, God did 
not fail of performing his. This 
assistance was offered and bestowed 
towards procuring for them national 
blessings, advantages that were tem- 
poral and external^ and the duties 
enjoined them to perform in order t$ 
obtain it, were in many instances 
also external. 

Let us now examine whether we 

tiave 
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htive any offers analogous to this 
made to us by the Son of God ; and 
how far the analogy extends. Let 
IIS see what are the nature of the 
promises and threatenings he came m 
the name of his Father to publish; 
and what the nature <)f the duties we 
'have to perform in order to entitle us 
to the reward ; and whether, in the per- 
formincie of them, we have reason to 
expect the divine aajistahce, and upon 
what conditions. 

To the lea^t enlightened under- 
standing it must plainly appear, from 
the whole tenor of the Gospel, that 
our Lord came not, like Moses, to 
institute ^ law that was. to have a 
temporary authority, but a law that 
was to endure for ever. He came 
not to offer to those who accepted of 
him the promise of any particular ad- 
vantages in this world, nor did h^ 
threaten those who refused with any 

temporal 
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temponii pn^hment; butt he cam% 
commissioned by God to give the asr 
suraHce of tttrnkl hapjaness to those 
who accepted the offered terra^a of 
saPvatton^ at^d of eternal misery U^ 
those who refuJ^ed ! He came to 
raaie this gloptous offer of bcvctj- 
^i^ding felicity, and this awful der 
nunciatioH of never^etidfng wb^> not 
ttierely to the perison« of his owtt 
countr}^ and his own txmMy iiot to 
any particukr nation, or to those who 
Gould be known or classed by any 
externat bad^e) but indifoiduaUy to 
nil who theii heard, all who sbouM 
hereafter heat-j tii€ word^i of the gojpd 
of peace 1 To you and to me, my 
dearest f^dy Elizabeth, weie these 
promises apd t^rcatenings addressed. 
We m^y ace^pt or we may reject 
them. But unless we can control and 
alter the counsels of the Mpst High, 
VOL. ii, I we 
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we cannot avoid the consequences of 
our choice. 

This is a very awful consideration. 
It behovps us to attend to it. It be- 
hoves us the more seriously, because 
we are told by Him to whom all the 
prophets bare witness, and whose pro«- 
phecies are sure of being fulfilled, that 
though many should hear, of the many 
there should be few who would not 
hear in vain ! 

I am extremely anxious to impress 
a lively notion of your personal in- 
terest in all our Saviour said and did ; 
because I am convinced that it is not 
until such impression be made upon 
the heart, that the account will prove 
of any use. I^t me then entreat you 
to reflect, that what a day is to eter* 
nity, so is all that this world can 
offer in comparison of what is offered 
to us by God through Jesus Christ 

Then 



Digitized by 



Google ' .- ^ . j 



[ 115 ] 

Then let lis for a while throt^ the 
world and the things of the world 
from our niinds, and come and in- 
quire together concerning the found- 
ation of the hopes we cherish bf living 
in a state of improved felicity and^ 
joy, when the world in which we 
now live shaUi by the breath of Him 
who called it idto ^xistence> have 
been dissolved I 

We are expressly told by our Sa- 
viour, that ** God so loved the world, 
" that he gave his only begotten Son, 
'* that whosoever believeth in Him 
■* should not perish, but have ever- 
" lasting life; for God sent not his 
** Son into the world to condemn the 
*• world, but that the M'orld through 
^' Him might be saved." 

The question now is, in what does 

this bejief, so essential to salvation, 

consist? Is it enough for us to be* 

lieve that such a person as Jesui 

1 2 Christ 
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Christ came into the world, and that 
he did, 2tnd taught, and suffered, all 
that ia set forth in the Gospels ^ I 
iitiagide it may be very possible so 
far to believe all this, as never to enter* 
tain any doubt concerning it, and yet 
that the belief should have no effect 
upon our heart or conduct And sure< 
ly it is no such 'belief as this that is 
meant by Him, who elsewhere says, 
** It is in vain that ye call me Lord, 
V Lord, and do not the things that 
"l^ay." 

Is it, then, to believe in him ac- 
cording to the interpretation given of 
his person and doctrines by any par«> 
ticular man or set of men ? 
. No : for this is to believe in these 
interpreters; not to believe in Jesus 
Glirist AH that is given, as disco- 
vered by the exertion of the utional 
faculties of any uninspired being, i^ 
epen* aiid liable to tlie investigatiot» 
7 . of 
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^f beings equally gifted. We fiught 
undoubtedly to yield gre^it 4^fef€acc 
tQ. the opinions of those who arf our 
;3upeiior3 in abilitieip, and jvfeo h^vf 
/Enjoyed greater opportuniiieij pf i*'- 
{ofmHioni but. it h not by taking 
4ip flucb oprinions mj^ii^iily tli^t w$ 
are to be «aved. Still le^ re^iso^i bay^ 
we to hope^ from enlisting ourselves 
ufider the batmejrs of 4 ptity ; for 
though we rriay obtain from the power 
®nd in€iienc& of that party consider*- 
«:ble support in this wo^Id^ its power 
and influence will be o£ lio use to w 
in the next. Our Saviour, who upoa 
all occasions evinced hifi perfect 
J^Qowiedge of the human heart, fore*- 
saw and warned us against this sxtare^ 
^' I am come in my fsL^r's namc,'^ 
'Said he, ** and ye believe me not: if 
** another shall come in Iws own 
'•^nauie, him ye will receive. How 
^' can ye believa which rcceivJe hanaur 
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** one of another, and Sjeek not the 
*^ honour that cometh from God ?'■ 

Thie Israelites who had hpard with 
fear and trembling the voice of God, 
when he declared himself from Sitiai, 
and who had sj?en the wonders that 
he did, could npt doubt the evidence 
of their sensesi^ They did not doubt. 
And yet we are told that they were 
kept hack, from the promised land on 
accoifnt of their unbeliipf. Now thii 
unbelief of theirs could not have 
been in the understanding, but in the 
Spirit of their l),earts. By thq same 
$0T% of unbelief we shall be equally 
disqualified. Belief in the Son of 
God, and in all that he has revealed, 
must be cherished in the heart as an 
active princjiple, before, it can avail 
us as j» hope of salvatioij. It will be 
here, as in the common affairs of 
life: when we seriously believe, vre 
j^hall act according!}'. Let us see if 

f9 
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vrt can illustrate this by an ex- 
ample. 

You know the properties of the 
magnet, and have seen the use made of 
it in the mariner's compass. Convinced 
by experience of the invariable fidelity 
of his extraordinary guide, the Eu- 
rppean sailor launches out into the 
expanse of ocean, and trusting, 
without doubt or hesitation, to the 
direction of his metallic conductor, 
ventures to explore seas and. regions 
\i^hich were never before explored by 
any of the humai) race. Here you 
see faith ^ principle of action. 

Let us now suppose that an Eng- 
lish ship touches at one of the lately 
discovered islands in the Southern 
Ocean, and that the captain having, 
to gratify the curiosity of the natives, 
explained the nature of the mariner's 
compass, makes them a present of it 
^t his departure. 

The 
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Thfi natives^ quite prQlld of thw 
acquisition, boast of it to all tbcii 
Bclghbour«^ afl a ch^rm, wfeich will, 
%hcfaertr thcj^ plea$e^ wixft them ta 
llie Iftnd of tbeatr^flg^«t Bat» wbiU 
ttey tlio^ boast, the^^ never attempt 
to use the pk^ectous gift. Their belief 
lit it& fidelity is not safiiciently strooa^. 
to conquer tfaeir afprefaensiems. 'I^hpy 
dread a$ much ^s ever ibe conse^ 
quebce of losing sight of landi The 
compasB is therefore to them of no 
use: it is a mere nominai benefit^ 
tending only to increase tfaeir pridis 
and self-importance. It is, in shorty 
to thieixi just what Clnistian faith is 
to n'umbers whn caU themselves Chrisi" 
tiat3S-^it makes no iort of alteration, 
in tlieir conduct. 

Nothing can be more clear^ tiian 
tliat our belief, the faith by which M'O 
are to be saved^ is not a passive but 
^n active principle, it includes the 

exercise 
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exdrdise of all tlie best afftct\^% of 
the b^rt, attd all tbe pQWer^ of tha 
umterstanding. Ouf love to God, tha 
necessary obinse)t|u€iice of out faithi 
is not only to be siacerci b^t ^er« 
gctic ^* Tbou shall love the Lord 
*' thy God with all thy heaft^ and 
*' with all thy mi^ and with dl thy 
" strength.'* The love of our fclloiv- 
creatures (the: benevoknf principle) 
is to be exerted with similar aiCtivity* 
^ Thou shalt love thy neighbour a^ 
** thyself.*' These t^vo command- 
niients, whiclf comprise the sum of 
all moral aad religious duties^ are of 
maiversal authority^ and Aifofd ta 
every individual a never^ailing test, 
whereby to Judge of hb opiniotfts, his 
habits, and his conduct They are 
at the sam« time of such universal 
appliicatiot)^ that they may be con-^ 
sidered as addressed to the whole 
human race. The tove of God was 

indeed 
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Indeed a duty incumbent upon all his 
creatures. Those to whom he was 
only known as the world's creator, 
owed him gratitude for the blessings 
of existence ; and from those whom 
he had favoured with the superior 
light of a particular revelation, who 
bad been instructed by his prophets 
and lived in the actual enjoyment of 
benefits which he had promised, and* 
which he had specified, a still greater 
degree of gratitude was due. But if 
love, and reverence, and gratitude/ 
increase in proportion to the benefits 
received, to love the Lord our God 
with all our heart, and mind, and 
strength, must be the inevitable con* 
sequence of our belief in the promises 
of the Gospel. 

The more carefully we examine the 
nature of the additional light thrown 
upon the divine government by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, the more 

completely 
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completely shall we be convince*! of 
our superior obligations. It is not 
in 3uch a rapid sketch as the present 
that these can be properly uiifoldedy 
?ior is my feeble hand equal to tlie 
momentous task# May the bare men- 
tion of a few particulars be sufficient 
to awaken reflectian, and to convey 
.some idea of the magnitude of our 
debt of gratitude tq the God of our 
salvation i 

It has, in the first place, given us 
^ach an assurance of the evil nature 
of sin, and of the punishment to 
which it necessarily leads, and the 
wnwillingness of God to punish, as^ 
affords clearer views of the infinite 
justice and infinite mercy of the Su- 
preme Being, than were ever before 
displayed to the human race. Ano- 
ther, and to us a most important 
Jruth, has been by the coming of 
^esus Christ revealed, in the assurance 

it 
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it has given us of the ffiicsucy of re* 
pentai>ce. 

While external o^dinaBces were 
giveii as the test of obedience, obe- 
dieace was required to be perfect. 
But the test of obexlience being now 
changed^ no longer consisting in 
the mere observa-nce of outward cere* 
monies, but in the inward pAirityAud 
unsinning r)ghteousne«» of the haa/t, 
the goodness of God, in compn^Bion 
-to wir infirrnities, h^$ thrown open 
the gates of mercy to the penitent 
offender. TI>is is a source of grati- 
tude unknown before. liow much is 
it aojgmented by tiae assurance of 
, pardon being given by Him in whom 
we believe as the mediator between 
God^ and man ! by Him " who ever 
" liveth to make intercession for us," 
and who has solemnly declared that 
he will be with us to the end of tlie 
world 1 

All 
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All that has been revealed of the 
iloly Spirit in his office of sanctifier* 
calls likewise for our highest grati- 
tude. Can we look up with hope 
for this divine assistance, and be in- 
sensible to the goodness of our God? 
Can we beseech him to purify our 
hearts by the blessed influence of his 
Holy Ghostj without experiencing 
such emotions as must infallibly lead 
to an exercise of all the best affec- 
tions of the soul ? These, had no- 
thing more than these been revealed 
to us by the coming of the Messiah, 
would have afforded sufficient argu- 
ment for gratitude, and love, and 
reverence, towards our Saviour and 
our God. But still the future world 
would have been wrapt in darkness. 
The promises given to the children 
of Israel would have been accom- 
|>li[shed, but accomplished in the anni- 
hilation of hope* 

It 
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It was not thus that the Almighty 
had ordained. By Jesus Christ new 
and more gracious promises were 
made and ratified. By his mysterious 
sufferings and voluntary death, we 
are assured that we shall he saved 
from the power of death ; that is to 
$ay, that death shall not destroy our 
souls; By his resurrection and ascen- 
sion, we have a farther assurance of 
the faithfulness with which God will 
perform the promise of eternal life 
to all who on their part faithfully 
fulfil the conditions of the engage- 
ment 

It would surely be superfluous to 
point out what strong additional 
motives we have for devoting our 
heart, and mind, and strength, in 
love to ** him who thus loved us.** 
If we truly believe, we cannot fail 
to fulfil this great commandment 
And if the love of God dwells in 
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our hearts, it will be impossible for 
ua to give admittance to the feelings 
of malevolence towards any of his 
creatures. 

Our passions often appear contra* 
dictory, because we are at different 
times under the influence of different 
inclinations^ and impelled by diife* 
rent desires* But every good, and 
amiable^ and generous affection that 
we cherish, tends to incline our hearts 
to exercise affections that are akin to 
it; while every selfish and malevolent 
passion tends to render us still more 
selfish and malevolent. This we all 
know to be true from every day's ex- 
perience. Suppose you wished to 
touch the heart of a friend in favour 
of some very poor distressed object, 
whom you great Jy commiserated : what 
moment would you think most fa- 
vourable for your purpose? Would 
it be when you saw this friend agi- 
tated 
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UXed by resentmentj add ex^ressm^ 
all the fory of rage and disappoint- 
ment ? No : you would be too wise 
for this* You would never expect 
that your friend, while under the in- 
fiuence of such passions, woufd listen 
to your tale of pity. You would waft 
for a more favourable moment 2 and 
what moment would appear to you 
more favourable, than that in which 
you saw his heart glowing with fer* 
vent gratitude towards a benefactor, 
from whom he had just received some 
signal instance of affection } 

Thus you may perceive in what 
manner the continual exercise of the 
feelings of reverence, and love, and 
gratitude towards God, prepares the 
heart for exercising all the Iftnd and 
benevolent affections towards man* 
There is throughout the whole system 
of revelation, nothing incongruous* 
One part supports and assists another. 

If 
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If we are commanded to subdue all 
the malevolent passions, we are at the 
same time taught how to conquer 
them ; and if we sincerely and con- 
scientiously follow the instructions 
we have received from divine wisdom^ 
evil passions may assail, but they will 
never reign over us. 

I may appeal to you in the words 
of St. Paul — " Remember ye not, 
" that when I was yet .with you I 
" told you these things ?'* " Now 
** our Lord le&us Christ himself, and 
** God eveu our Father, which hath 
" loved us, and given us everlasting 
^< consolation and good hope through 
** grace, comfort your hearts, and sta- 
" blish you in every good word and 
''workTv 

Adieu! 
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LETTER VIL 



ify dearest Lady ElizabetH, 

1 HAVE, in my last letter; represent- 
ed to you that an increase of love 
and reverence towards God mast en- 
sue as an inevitable consequence of' 
our belief iji the doctrines revealed 
by Jesus Christ. I have likewise 
>(&hewn you that the perpetual exer- 
cise of love and gratitude towards a 
Being of infinite purity and perfee«^ 
tion, must introduce dispositions^ 
highly favourable towards our fellow 

creatures^ 
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creatures. I now proceed to take a 
mdre^partictilar view of tbeaddUfonal 
tight throwa upon the foundatfon of 
mbrai principle^ and the co'&se(|ue]it 
ad vantages derived to virttie.fifom the 
instructions of :otir Saviour. 

The chief advantage detiv^ from 
the gift t>f reason is, that it ^nable^ 
man to profit by experi^n^e. , To a 
pi^opet ' appUcation of the Knowledge 
acenniiriated fir6m this sporpei; we 
owc^all the improvements ^^ society; 
all the wisdom of philosophyy and 
all the laws. that gdvern the several 
states and kingdoms of the World. 

Wherever the inestimable gift of 
reason had been most eSectuaUy im^ 
proved, there virtue was painted iii 
the fairest colours^ and vitre described 
asmost hateful and injurious* Among 
the heathens ma^y wise ttien had 
from time to tiiAe arisen^, wb<> 
gave excellent i#truction9 QOiicera^ 
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ing (he advantaged i^e^Uiiig &ioai 
u stnet ailberence to truths integrity, 
atid justicd ; * and wliov with greal: 
fore^^f reasoning, warned men of 
the '^eonsequenc^s €>f giving th^tn^ 
selves up to their sdtfish and wicked 
f)as4ioft8. * ' • 

' Now aJl ihat tbdse whe men had by 
4hfe \i8e of the^W^on giv^n from God 
«lis<«iif^6i«d of mdralvtratji, was by 
?Ft;sus^€h'mt strengthdnod and eonv 
fn^i^.- ^Iti - what he added »td tfeeir 
^ii5caveric\ he did not oppose^ but 
4issist %h6*Iigbt of relsdn^ and enabled 
it t^; shine faiither- and brighter than 
ife bad ^ver dbnfe/before. 
,^ The beftthen philo^phei?s may be 
compared to men who hkbouced to 
feff^vt a;: mass of imut ore from a 
bed off magnet • in* vain did they 
exMrheir strength^ against the power 
a6 iittvactioB. It .proved too potent 
f6i^4b«it> fse-ble -efliiyrts. ta overcom% 
'^ '- ^ It 
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|t ii^tiijed .J^i^owljadg^ .ylxiclji .they. 
ha4 fiot ^ .perf^ei^e tbe/c^jis^ ami 

^ :Happin^s^the9bjc;qt oC^lI lif^^ts^ 
or, to carry on the metaphor, tne uni-. 
icf i:^ai mag-pf tf7rw,as,, by thedo?tri»es 
QipHf S^yjour^^d^'at^dl to H% true, 
mi, proper sit u%t{on. / * Wk^r^ , yput 
** treasure is^.tjiexe will yow hear^ 
*• be also/' .. ; 7 

The assaianoe which he brojught 0^ 
that happiness to which he thus di- 
rected ujs, shook to the foundation 
the strong hal^s of pride and selfish- 
nesS) which are bound by bond^ 
stronger than U^ose of iron to the 
present world. These he, in the 
lai](guag^ of scripture, ^ broke asun- 
^* der like a.potjter's vessel/' Through 
faith in his pr^onvises the present workl 
must evenso /ar lose its iniluence over 
our biwrte.a?. to prevent us from pur- 
, : , chasing 
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cliasiiig any of t^e gratificktions i| 
affords, at the riisk oMbsi^g the int 
finitely 'greater happmesa to wkicl^' 
we aspire, and which, if we depend 
on hitti, ive shall without doubt ob- 
tsAif.' ' -' 

Thus you perceive what great ad-? 
vantages the Christian* moralist :ha^' 
over the heathen/ For though virtue 
does often - promote, pay> doe$ gene- 
rally promote the happiness of its 
Votaries in this world, it does not 
aiSDays do so, bu^ in many instances 
quite the reverse j and there are by 
whom this maybe read,' and whos^ 
consciences will bear witness that I 
speak from jt\y own knowledge of thisy 
fact. 

A heathen philosophier \yq\ild tell 
us, that virtue is its own reward ; and 
that the consciousness of having 
through pure and generous motives 
}indertaken a generous and noble ac« 
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tiion, ought tor console us for all the 
tnisery w^lh whidi*, through the base- 
niess or ingratitude of otbbers, it may 
jhave been repaid. Christianity sets 
.thi3 in a still clearer light. It teaches, 
fhat the sta.te of probation in \rhich 
.wc are placed, is not ooly a Jtrial of 
yirtue, but of faith; and that the . 
jnoTtificaJtions whiph.we at auy time 
meet in the performance of our duty, 
may be Converted by God intg esseur 
tial benefits to ourselves and others. 
The use which it teaches us to make 
of the disappointments we thus re- 
ceive, is in its nature very jsuperior 
to that which the heathen Qiorality 
above alluded tQ inculcates. It does 
not permit us to delude ourselves 
with vain ideas of our own superior 
virtue, bujt to give thanks to God 
for the grace that he has vouclisafed 
to bestow upon us; and, while we 
resign to him the completion of the 

event, 
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event, in which we mkyhave hem 
disappointed, zealously to watch over 
our owti hearts, lest there should 
hare sprung, from the ppposttiou we 
have encountered,, any malignant pas<- 
sion, ^ny root of bitterni^s^ By sucll 
an anxious inquiry into the motives 
and consequences of our actions^ an 
effectual check is given to our piiie^ 
without abating any thing of our seal 
to protfiote the interests of others* 
Thus injuries are converted into be « 
nefits, and our enemi« become our 
instructors in righteousness. And 
here you will observe how faith assists 
us to obey the commandment, and 
bow our obedience tends to augment 
our faith. 

There is no precept iu tlie Gospel 
to muOh insisted upon and so fre^ 
quentJy repeated as the duty of for* 
jgiveness. It is delivered with a 
strictness and preoisidn which. puts it 

out 
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out of the |)<wer <>f dulMis. to tnisr 
tttke, or of tophistry to «lucie. We 
»ust forgive, if w« hope to be for- 
^iven. Aad that our own hearts 
«ay not deceive us, we must forgive, 
not in ^'ords only, but evince our 
sincerity by our deeds. We are not 
only ^^ to hless thdse that curse us^ 
** but to do gmd to those who hate us^ 
*^ and to pray for those "who despite^ 
^* fully use us 4ind persecute us.** 
. Our Saviour was not the first who 
enforced this duty of forgiveness, 
ft was» with certain restrictions and 
exceptions, recommended by iiiany 
of the lieatlhen moraHsts. It is spo- 
ken of by Solomon as a proof of 
wisdom : " The discretion of a wise 
^* man deferreth his anger ; and it is 
V* his glory to pass over a transgres* 
V sion *.*• '* If thine enemy be bun* 

' * Prov. xix. Jl. 
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** gry/' says he also, in, another placQ» 
f*give him bread: to eat; if he be 
*' lhirst)% give him w^ier to drink; 
^' for thus shalt thou heap coals of 
*^ fire »pon his head, and the Lor4 
V shall reward thee**.*' The same char 
rity is. not only recomn)ieiided by our 
.blessed Lord^ but enjoined as a conr 
jdition of our o\yu salvation ; and not 
only the action but the motive must 
be pure. Occasions may occur, whcjn . 
hy doing good to those who have in* 
jured us, we may in the highest dier 
gree gratify our own pri^^i and in^icjb 
upon our enemy the severest niortiii- 
cation. But this is not the spirit 
of the Gospel* We are to do gop/di 
hoping for nothing agairij having no 
selfish view, no vaia-glorio^s ^im, but 
from motives of pure benevolence. 
Where the principles of Christianity 

* Prov. XXV. 21, 2!j. 

have 
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have never touched the. iieart, thi$ 

may appear iesAremely difficult ; but 

let us see whether to those^ who have 

truly embraced tiiesje^fxiociples, it 

be really .30 difficult ad It^ai&Tst ap* 

pearsi - ♦ ^ 

If we exercise ourselves- %p have 

poQsciences void of offbnce towards 

God and towardi: many 'by. whom are 

ys^e likely to be injuTed?*: We may, 

in the fir&t place, make enemies of 

those who mistake pur characters, fiut 

^though tfadr false judgment concern* 

iog us may lessen oiu: ie>pink)ti of 

their penetrationi it pught not to 

Retract from o^r esteem. What pro- 

peed3 from mistake, we can have no 

diifici^Uy to forgive, even upon 

M^orldly principles. How much less, 

when . we consider the persons by 

9vhom we have been thus offended^ as 

beings with whom we hope- to live 

p cordial amity throughout the ages 
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of eternity; as beings beloved of 
Him» to whom all the heirs, of im^* 
mortality are alike indebted. If otic 
hearts are.. fixed on the promises of 
the GospeV^U the impCM'tance which 
pride is apt to give to trifles of mo^ 
mentary duration will be at an end. 
Who would distress themselves about 
a mistake, which they .W4;ri certain 
would iii a few fleettdg minutes b« 
cleared up ? And are we not certain^ 
that the time approaches when we 
shall be seen as we really are ? 
" When our Father, who seeth in se- 
**cret, shall reward us openly; and 
^* when that which we* hav^ spoken 
"secretly, and in the ear in closets, 
** shall be pfoclaimcd'' to the congre- 
gated universe ? 

If we have been injured, not 
tluough mistake, but wilful malice, 
the persons capable of such depravity 
are, beyond all oihft objects, cter 

serving 
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tp^efend ourselves and others against 'i 

%htr\\: but in every such instance the 
heart of a sincere Chpistiaa wilj 
hifeathe the same sentirti^nts as wer^ 
Uttered by Him, who with no les$ 
truth than benevolence exclaimed, 
''Father, forgive them, they know 
** not what they do 1** They indeed 
kfiimv rn^t ^^h^tthtydo^ who give way 
to the dictates of their passions^ and 
rush blindfold on their own destrucr 
tion 1 And can those who qbserv^ and 
are convinced of this, retain resentment 
against beings who act under the im- 
pulse of such infatuation ? Oh, no ! 
Whes^ we look f<?rward to the conse- 
quences of sugh action^, we think nq 
longer of. ourselves, we only consider ^ 

hQw it may h^ posjible U> save, how 
it may be pra<jticftbte to l^urn, themt 
«f tlu:ir danger. 

Let u$ suppose, that a$ we ar^ 

walking; 
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Walking in thfe fields, we arc 6ytt^ 
taken 1^ ah unhappy fnaniac, bent 
on self-destruction; knd that in hu 
eagerness to reach the gulph into 
which he is about to plunge, he hapi 
pens to jostle or' to hurt us ; should 
we consider him an object of resent- 
ment? Surely^ no. The injury we 
had received would, in the consideta- 
lion of his misery, be forgotten; and 
the wish to deliver and to sav6 
would be neither the less ardent not 
the less sincere for all that he had 
made us suffer. 

" Such is the light in which we are 
taught by the Gospel to view tht 
tres])asses committed against u« by 
those who are under tlie malign in- 
fluence of sinful passion. If we are 
desirous of their eternal happiness, we 
eaniiot with this desire Cherish any 
sort of ill-will ill our. hearts towards 
them* If we do not desire it, nay, 

if 
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if ^e are not anxious concerning it, 
we ar.e no trufe Chi'ibtians, we are 
still in the bonds of ini^oity. So 
that yoii see how true the* pro{>osition 
was with which I set out*— that faith 
kads to the fulfiUnent- of tlie com- 
mandment ; or^ in other words; that 
our moral atid religious principles 
mutually assist and atigment each 
other. 

If we believe In Jesus Christ is the 
promised Messiabi we must look for-* 
ward to that state of future happiness 
which he has purchased, for us by 
his blcfod^ and which he has promised: 
as our infaeritahcfe : an inheritance^ 
of which we shall certainly be. put in 
possession if we follow his steps^ but; 
which we shall as certainly miss if we; 
take any other direttioh. 

Every precept that he enjoins hto' 
a double tendency : it not oply ptiitd 
us on the right roa^ bt<t facilitate^' 

our 
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our prbgttas^ by removing those ob-^ 
ataclea wbiob urould huve pvo.ved toor. 
difficult for U3 to surmoAat 

The tendency which all the pre-* 
ceptr of Christianity are observed to 
have tomrards increasing the benevo«i 
lent afiections^ has obtained for them 
some degree of respect^ >even from 
those >vho hold its doctrines in con* 
tempt. The proud do not like pride 
in others; the hard-hearted do not 
wish to be in their turn treated vrith 
cruelty. Those who are fahe, deceit^ 
fu\, and unjuist» feel and acknowledge 
the benefit which they derive From 
truth, sincerity, and justice, in those 
with whom they deal; and tbua^ 
though the wicked naturally abhor 
the righteous, they are often forced 
to pay an involuntary tribute to their 
virtuei. 

I4t vis» however,, observe, that the 
viitttes which meet with |he approba- 
tion 
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tioti of th€ wdrldly-Tniticfed, af* not 
always those in which they are tHem- 
gel^^es most deflcieirt There is no- 
thin>g indre cohittian thin to htit 
people extottlftg certain vFrtues at the 
titpenkk &f cfltHer$, «rrd ptxttitig all 
tta^if ittiii aftd confidence in the per- 
fdrmafAte of onfc cksi of duties, to 
the eiclteiotf Off th^e rest; <* These 
^otight ye td hli^e done^'* said oirr 
h(fr6y " aifd ttot to leave the others 
^' ikndbne." So* rtiach paifis dirf H6 
take to guard us against this fatal 
stKifey tbstt no one can read his dis- 
codTses^ xtf-ith Attention, arid not be 
cotivtneed that pafrtral obedience has 
nx> right to the promises of the 
Gospefe 

In the formatitm of refigioUs prin- 
cijitei this is a point (yf too niiich 
fm^ta'nee to Be passed slightly ovei^. 
TUe^ analogy belveert the r^vdlattdb 
given by Mos«s, and thai? di&pen&^d 

•VdjL. II. ju by 
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by Jesus Christ, may enable* U3 to 
explain it. 

I have before refnairked, that as 
the reward promised ty Moses con* 
sisted in objects of seiisCi external 
ordinances were appointed as the teat 
of obedience. The first thing com- 
manded was to put a\tay all false 
gods from among them} to destroy 
all the id6ls which they had foolishly 
worshipped; and to serve the Lord 
their God, and none other God but 
he. 

Now let us suppose, that after re- 
ceiving this commandment the chil- 
dren of Israel had said one to another, 
** Well, we must shew some sort of 
'^ obedience to this commandment ; 
'* we must sacrifice some of our 
*^ idols, or we shall lose all chance 
'^ of getting 4:0 this land of promise. 
^* But we need not surely destroy 
"them all P* 

(C T if 
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** I," iaiys one; " wilt clieerfully 
^* part with my idols of silver; but I 
" shall keep ihy little idol at gold 
*^ia the sanctWry which I have cho- 
"sen/* "And for my sbate/* say$ 
atiotherj " I ca^e hot for my goldert 
•* images, but I have a certain idol 
" of silver, Vi^hich I M'ould not part 
" with for the world. That I riiu&t at 
^* all even tisr l^etaiin.** 

Cati we imagine thit such a pait- 
tial obedience as this would hav^ 
obtained the promise ? Let us tbea 
make the application t<S ourselves. 

By our Saviour a promise is given^ 
which^ though in its nature spiritual^ 
is made in terms no less explicit thau 
that published by Moj^s. In order 
to obtain it, we are to put away., 
every object, the love of whidh is in- 
compatible with the supreme love 
due to God, and inconsistent with 
that unqualified benevolence which 
L S is 



i^^Ot/U^i. ^ 



" ^ -. -Drgitized by vJ&O^lC" 



1$ dtte to our fellow-^crcatures. In* 
sit^d of the idols of gold and of sil-* 
Ter, wie a$c commanded by the Son 
of Go6 td dmU0y the powcf of each 
^elfisb^ sensual, or vindicliTe pHsamxr^ 
vbicb ba^ obtained an ascendaocy in 
Our breaats* We are not only ta de-r 
jjtroy them, but to cultivate the 
9ifectiQn$ that are most opposite tcr 
them ; endeavouring to follow in att 
things the perfect es^anfiple of our 
Iblessed.Lord. 

No one can atttKly the Gospel and 
say, that we have there any autho-* 
rity fbr lioping that less tbaa this 
will in anywise entitle us to the re- 
ward: ThougJi^ in merey to^ our in* 
firmities, our sincere endeavours are^ 
through the meirits of Jesus Christ, 
accepted^ in lieu ©f that perfect obe- 
dience of which he was tlie pattern, 
we have not the slighte&t reason to 
put any conBdencein endeavour^s that 

are 
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we only partial.' We muSt, in all 
things^ aim to " be perfect, even as 
^' he is perfect/* 

Conscious as we are of our 0Wi| 
weakness, this seems to us a hard 
sajingy and we are willing to fly to 
any subterfuge by which we can eittde 
its strictness. Let us, however, not 
give way to despain God does not 
require above what we are able to 
perform ; nor does he leave us with- 
out assistance. As he spake by his 
servant Moses, so he still $peaks to 
those who have turned their faces to 
go towards the promised land. " Be 
" strong, and of a good courage j fear 
" not, nor be afraid, for the Lord 
^* thy God it is he that doth go with 
" thee ; he will not fail thee nor for^ 
^^ sake thee.'* 

The nature of that assistance which 
is afforded by the institutions of the 

Gospel, 
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jGospel, shall form the subject of ipy 
next epistle* My strength and spirit3 
are at present too much exhausted to 
propeerf. 

Adjeu !< 

Feb. 18, 180C. 
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LETTER VIII. 



I HAVE no doubt that you, ray dear 
and amiable pupil, will find the part 
of the subject upon which we are 
now about to enter extremely inte- 
resting. It indeed comes home to 
every heart; since we may assure our- 
selves, that the assistance which God 
has offered will, if accepted, prove 
effectual in promoting our eternal 
happiness, and that it cannot be re- 
jected without endangering our own 
souls. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 152 3 

The assistance of God's holy spirit 
38 so explicitly declared in every page 
of the Gospel as one of the blessings 
purchased for us by our Saviour's 
death, that it h^s Ipt^n established as 
a leading doctrine of the Christian 
faith. By persons of warm imagina- 
tion and weak judgment it has indeed 
"been misrepresented and misunder- 
stood ; but the truths of Scripture are 
not to be brought into question be- 
cause they have been perverted h^ 
the fancies of visroQariei^ and entku^ 
siasts. If we hay^ any fgith in .the* 
piromises made by J-esus Christ, w^' 
must believe tliat this assist-anc^' 
from God will be giv^a to all wba> 
piously and sincerely use the ap- 
pointed means, and for the appointed 
purposes. 

The purposes for which it is ap*» 
pointed, are, in different passages of. 
Scripture^ particularly specified. They 

are 
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tie tbfijir. Tq increase our faith, *ft 
^eptify our wilk, to elevaite ouraflfefir 
tipne, aud to purify onv h^artJi, The 
fruits of the Spirit are dpelared to ha 
^^ Ipvff, joy, p^ftjce, lang-suiFeping, gfln- 
V^tknesSy goodii€sa, faith, aieelcACSs, 
^^ ten^pejFance.^ Thfise are the virtuea 
whiph were e^eniplified in HtiB vtha 
^f had not the apirit given hy meat* 
" sijre unto him.** They are the virs 
tues which he requires \ but not the 
Tirtues which without the aid of dir. 
vine grace are practicable* 

£aoh and all of those I have enu^. 
mepatad are apposed by the pride e^ 
Ibe human heart. Tb^y aretikewi^^ 
* opposed by seUlsbness^ and to oveiH 
ecMae both pride and sel^sh^ess, ia a 
task which w^ canqpt of ourselve§ 
perform, We must, however, dqt ©up 
part ; and the ^rst step towards tt, h 
to be sensible of onr own weakness, 
Jf we ar^ truly sensible that we stand 
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in need of divine aid, we shall be 
earnest in our endeavours to obtain 
it : and this we are expressly told is 
all that is requisite. 

But how are we to know that this 
earnestness is sincere? We are to 
judge of our sincerity in this, by the 
ssmie rules that we judge of it upon 
other occasions* We all know, that 
when we have truly siet our hearts upon 
obtaining any object which appears 
desirable to our imaginations, or which 
we think will materially contribute 
to our felicity, we spare neither 
pains nor trouble ; that it dwells 
upon our thoughts, and excites us to 
active and unwearied exertion. Now 
if we are as much in earnest to con* 
quer every malignant passion, and to 
bring all the desires and affections 
of our heart into subjection to the 
will of God, we shall seek his as- 
sistance with no less anxiety than, 

ve 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 155 1 

we be$tow oi^ the trifling concenis qf 
life. 

Whether we have or have not thi$ 
sincere land hearty desire for diviafs 
^id ought then to be the first, as it 
is the most important, question wc 
can put to our own hearts. If thi$ 
desire be kindled in our souls, we 
shall ^ednlously employ whatever 
means God has been pleased to apr 
point for the accomplishment of ou|: 
pbject« Some of tliese are general, 
to be applied apcording %o the cir^ 
cumstances in. which the individual 
is placed ; other means of grace arc 
special, and incumbent on all who dp 
pot wilfully rgect the offers of salr 
vation« 

Of those which are general, we 
must reckon the careful and anxious 
improvement of every talent entrust- 
ed to us; external or intellectual, 
adventitious or inherent. Time, for- 

tune, 
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tune, influence, the gifts of the un- 
derstanding, and the dispositions of 
the heart, ate talents for which we 
are to be responsible ; and as it has 
pleased the goodness of God to grant 
a promise of blessing upon the proper 
use of every talent, the conscieqtious 
employment of them becomes a means 
of grace, and enables us to look up 
with humble confidence for the assist^ 
ance of our God. 

Whatever tends to cherish the 
amiable and benevolent affections, 
ought to be considered as a means of 
grace. Every innocent pleasure and 
enjoyment will, if viewed in this 
light, be doubly gratifying; as, while 
it unbends the mind, and gives elas- 
ticity to the spirits, it will excite 
emotions of thankfulness, which al- 
ways afford a delightful exercise to 
the heart. 

Far from us be the gloomy bigotry 

whicU 
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^I'hlcb casts a dark cloud over th« 
sunshine of lifei and represents the 
God of Mercies as a tyrant delight- 
ing in human misery. Let us consi* 
der him as the parent who wills our 
happiness and rejoices in our felicity; 
and who, to secure nw from the fatal 
mistakes to which our owti ignorance 
would expose us, has kindly warned 
us against indulging in any pleasure 
that is not the aak now I edged gift of 
his unbounded love. This is tlie test 
of lawful enjoyment ; whatever can 
be enjoyed with innocence, ought to 
be -enjoyed with thankfulness. By 
keeping this steadily in view, the 
blessings of life will be converted into 
means of grace; and every cifcuin- 
stance in our lat^, prosperous and 
adverse, be rendered equally instru- 
mental in forwarding: the work of 
our salvation. 

Prayery and the. sacraments of bap- 
tism 
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lisin and the Lord's supper; which 
are denominated special means ot 
grace, will upon examination be fdund 
so admirably adapted to render iis 
the assistance of which we stand sd 
much in need> as to biear evident tcs-' 
timony to the divine wisdom of Him 
by whom they were Appointed. Prayef 
cantiot indeed properly be termed an 
institatioh of the Gospel, as it waji 
practised by people of all rdigions ; 
but it was by Jesus Christ that its naL- 
ture and object M'ere defined; 4nd it 
is only as his directions are attended 
to- that it will be found a meand of 
gracci 

Prayer, as taught by humaii i^hdom/ 
is either the result of superstitious 
dread, or tlie effusion of some present 
passion, and can in neither instancef 
lend to purify the heart By huinart 
wisdom, addresses tO the Deity have 
always been framed to suit some par- 

ticular 
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ticular occasion or circumstances ; 
but the prayer taught by Jesus is 
suited to the wants and circumstances 
of all mankind. This is, indeed, a 
distinguishing feature in all the insti- 
tutions of the Gospel. 

Frofti the beginning of the wofld, 
it has so happened, that the ever-*" 
fluctuating' tide of time- haa, in all 
societies, gradually eiFected such 
changes, as to render the laws and 
rules that were necessary and proper 
at one ppriod, unnecessary and im- 
proper at another. Ceremonies that 
have, at the time 0f their institution, 
appeared the perfectido of wisdom, 
seem in after-times rid iculpus and 
absurd. But though human wisdom 
must have discovered, this, human 
pride has ever interposed to prevent 
any use from being made of the dis- 
covery; and consequently all laws 
and ordinances promulged by human 

authority 
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AuthoFily hetvt been issued as if ihey 
were to be in force for ever. 

The law of Mosea^ instituted bjr God 
for a ^articii^lar pttrposie^ was declared 
to he only for a seasoh, and as iiitrd** 
ductory to that law ^f hd}iriess which 
was t^ be everlastingly bindings By 
ouF Saviour that law of hpliness wais 
published;* and as it Was inteifded, sb 
it was adapted for 6very age aud 
every nfttionl. Calculated to endirte 
while the sun shall hold bis place in 
the firmament, while tl)e planets of 
our system shall continue to run their 
pourse around bis radian^t orb,' "Hea-. 
** ven and earth shall pass away, but 
** his words shall never pass away.'' 
By no revolutiofw of time caA they 
be made obsoletei Irjr no changes in 
the^ state of society can they be itn* 
dered useless. While nia!» contimies 
wlKit be i$^ a being eolwpDunded fit 
soul and bod/y baling appelifeed and 

passions, 
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passioBSt, intellect and affections da- 
pable of being otlled forth by theii 
|>roper objects^ the institutioiis of the 
Gospel shall contimie to .be effect 
tual. . 

Such of the pfecepti of kilniati 
irisdom as do not in process of time 
heiomi u^Iess^ are^ whenever they 
(descend to^.pftrticbUir^ oinriimscnbed 
in tbeir use; for tliey are adapted to 
the condition either of the rich or of 
the poor, of the young or df the' old. 
It is the precepts of Jesfls Christ 
alone that bpeak to every heart. In 
prosperity t«ipd in adversity, in grief 
and iti joy, in youth and in age, 
they are stilt found applicable to the 
present situdtron and circumstances ; 
a certain proof that they are founded 
ixpon such a kttawlcdge of the nature 
of man, as tould only be obtained by 
Him Who made farm. 
I shall endeavour io illustrate this' 
VOA. If. M obser- 
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observation: by some remarks upoti 
the duty of prayer, and the rulej 
-laid down by our Saviour with regard 
to the performance of thisit important 
duty. 

The worship of the Supreme Being 
was a natural consequence of a belief 
in hfs existence. In the heathen 
Iworldy where that belief degenerated 
into the most absurd superstition and 
idolatry, the worship was as im- 
ftire as the faith in which it origi- 
nated. Many of the gods adored by 
the pBgans were believed to delight 
in cruelty and all manner of wicked* 
xiess; and; this led their deluded vo- 
taries to imagine that they should 
obtain the favour of beings more 
i)owerful than themselves by the prac- 
tice of similar vices. Thieves, and 
drunkards, and liars, had each their 
several patrons iri the pantheon* of 
heathen divinities. The evident ten- 

: . .^ ^. « dency 
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dehcy of such unhallowed worship 

was to make people more land more. 

ticious^ and to harden them in their; 

iniquities. * 

Through Abraham and his descends 

ants, God had in mercy preserved thfi 

knowledge of the divine unily and 

of the purity add moral perfection 

of the divine character; /The God of 

Israel was worshipped ^^ a God 'of 

holiness. He was represented as not 

hearing; sinners, but as lending a 

willing ear to the prayer bf the 

Just, and the destitute. But though 

the Jews knew and acknowledged 

this^ many amongst; them deceived 

themselves into an opinion, ^hat they 

should be accdpted of God if they 

strictly observed all the dtitward 

fotms of their religion, anil pard a 

minute attention to all its rttes and 

ceremonies. Nor was this their anly 

triotive. An appearance of devotion 
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was then the fashion. They wht 
sought popularity prayed ; but they 
prayed that they might be seen of men I 
** Verily, verily," said our blessed 
Lord, " they shall have their ^e- 
" ward V Thttr reward they ecr* 
taifily had. They desired popularity^ 
and they obtained it; but it became 
a snare fot their souk ! 

Our Savi0ur, whote doctrines are 
»ot only dir^ted against all actual 
transgression, but a^inst all those 
corruptions of the heart which are 
the sources of self-deception, as well 
Us of hypocrisy, while he pointed out 
the libuse of prayer, described in 
fiiost explicit terms its advantages; 
" Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
** seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and 
" it 4shall be opened unto you. For 
** every one that asketh receiveth ; 
*' and he that secketh findeth ; and 
" to him that knocketh it shall be 

" opened. 
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^ dpened. For whut «|an U thfr^ of 
^ you, wham if his aon wk bf«fid M^ili 
^^ he give him a stone? or if he ai)( 
^ a fish will he givQ4)im a serpent ^ 
** If yc, being evil, kuQW hpw to give 
^' good gifts to your fihil^ret^^ hoMr 
^* much more shall your Father Wbtc¥ 
^Us in heaven give good thiog^ t* 
^^ them which ask him ( TWf/^rc/' 
(observe, I pray you, the force of 
this coniaecttng admrb, as it ejiridentf^ 
ly impltes, that on no other terms 
can we eixpeet our prayers to be 
heard,) * ^^ Tkerofore^ all thingf 
^^ whatsoever ye would that men 
^* should do. to you, do ye e^en so tQ 
^^ them ; for thi$ Is tbe law and the 
^* prophets*^' 

The difficulty of acting thus is d€^ 
noted iu !th,e passage immediately 
CpUowing, where this line of jconducjt 
is described, metaphorically, 9s the 
path whjich leads to life, *' strait and 



** narrow ;" 
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^* narrow;*' ia opposition to ibat 
^ride and uncharitableness, described 
•as the wide gate and broad way that 
f eadeth to destruction. 
' Pride and selfishness are represented 
throughout the Scriptures as the great 
enemies of Dur salvation : humility 
«nd benevolence as the genuine ofF^ 
spring of a true and lively faith. All 
the institutions of the Gospel offeT 
us assistance in combatiDg the fort 
sper/ and tend to implant and cherish 
the Isitter in our hearts. Prayer had 
by the Pharisees bien so far pervertedj 
es to have become a mean of aug^ 
menting the spirit of pride an^ self- 
importance.. It \j'as. by Jesus Christ 
erected into a barrier against the in- 
croachment of each sinful passion; 
and by its pperatiqn in purifying the 
affections^ to render 119 heirs of the 
kingdom of God. 
The. direct instructions which our 

Saviour 
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Saviour has given i;i4 upon this subt 
ject, must surely, bp deemed worthy 
of seriotu$ attention. by those who 
profess to bdievc in him< With the 
form of words in which he ini^tructed 
us to pray, we are all jfemiliar ; but 
perhaps that very circumstance may 
sometimes prevent their making a due 
impression upon the mind. Let ug 
examine this divine composition, an4 
we shall b^ sensible that eVjQry petition 
it contains is in such perfect unison 
with all he taught, that it m^y be 
considered a^ an epitome of his. docr 
trine^; calcijlat^d* to impress them 
npqn qur hearty, and to call us to a 
perpetual remembrapce of the spirit 
which they inculcated. , 
' When we contemplate the works of 
God, and behold such astonishing 
prpofs of power and: greatness, we 
^re apt to shrink in dismay on re- 
pqllpOting our own comparative iur 

significance 
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jjignificanoe, and to say with tlii 
Psalmist;, *^ Lord, A^hat is max), that 
** thou art tt)jnc|ful of him; or the 
f^ son of Bian^ that thoa yisitest 

By our Saviour we are taught to 
look to the Eternal Governor of the 
universe with other sensation$ than 
those of doubt or tertor ; encouraged 
to address ourselves to him, not a; 
to a sovereign removed from us by 
the awfpl state^ of inapproachable 
majesty, but as a father^ an appel? 
lation so endearing, so connected 
with the ideas of love and confit 
dcnce, as to speak peace to the trem- 
bling heart, and tranquitlize the t|mid 
soul. 

In addressing him as Oar Father^ 
we are reminded of our fraternal con^ 
nection with the whole human race. 
We are reminded that our situation 
in society makes no difference In his 

sight. 
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Sight, but that ^'as a father pitycth his 
*• chit3ren,so God pitycth all who lov^ 
"him." Experience assures us how 
necessary it is to have such reflections 
often forced upon us, in order to 
check those passions, which the toQ 
great value we place upon the thingi 
of this world has a perpetual tendency 
to enflame. 

Those who are doomed to eat the 
bitter bread of dependance, or to 
drink of the cold cup of poverty, find 
it difficult to look with a benevolent 
eye on the possessors of wealth. They 
feel indignant at the pride which they 
deem inseparable from riches, without 
reflecting that it is from pride their 
indignation springs *. 

The 

* As an illustration of this truth, many 
apt quotations might be given from the works 
of the sages of antiquity atid the moralists of 
our own times. The consciousness of mental 

superiority 
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.The dbtinctions of society are not 
only essential ia a pplUical, but ne- 
cessary in a moral, point of view, as 
fneans of exercising and proving out 
virtue* Whatever tjcndency they may 

have 

superiority especially makes it difficult to bear 
iyixK patience ** the proud man's contumely/* 
nor is it possible to forbear sympathising in th^ 
feelings that are thus excited. 'Who can peruse 
the ia4ignaDt effusions of >d)« Spottisb peasant 
BurgSy without giving way for th^ momeqt to s^ 
sense of injustice ? How deeply must he have 
felt when be thus expressed himself I 

Blow, blow, ye winds^ with heavier gust ! 
And freeze, thou bitter-biting frost ! 
'Descend, ye chilly smothering snows! 
Not allyour rage, as now united, shews 
l^Iore hard unkindness, unrelenting, 
Vengeful malice, unrepenting, 
Than heaven-iilumin'd man on brother man be- 
stow^ ! 

Even in the peaceful rural vale, 

Truth, weeping, tells the mournful la!e, 

Hpw 
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jbave to inspire tlae fteliiigs of selfish'* 
ness or malevolence^ and that they 
have such tendency cannot be dis- 
puted, the spirit of devotion provides 
a remedy for the eviU Inspired by 
it, the, owner of the rich domain^ 
and the rustic hind >yho labours it^ 
meet with feelings of mutual benig* 
jiity before the throne of grace, ^nd 
look up with equal trust and confix 
4ence to that Heavenly Father, to whosci 
parental care they are alike indebted; 
on whose parental bounty they alike 
depends S^ai^ing their hearty to Hea* 

H.OW. paniperM Luxury, Flatt'ry by her aido, 
(The p^ritsite empoisoning her ear,) 

Wit}i all the servile \vretche9 in the rear, 

■ • I ..... ■ ' .. 

J^ooks o'er proud property, extended wide, 
And eyes the simple rustic hind 
A creature of another kind ; 
Some coarser substance, unreQnecIf 
placed for her lor^)y use th$is fiir, thus vilo 
below!. 

ven. 
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ven, the seat of his abode, and the 
liccne 6f thefr future destination, they 
anticipate the hour when the tran* 
sient distinctions which separate them 
sjiail be. annihilatedi and upon the 
altar of grace sacrifice all the unhal*- 
lowed passions which these distinC'^ 
tions might have inflamed. 

Nor is it only the separation oc* 
casioned by external circumstances, 
that this address, if made with be* 
coming seriousnessj, will remove.- It 
will alleviate the spirit of prejudice, 
and open our hearts to candour and 
charity. In addressing God as our 
father, we cannot presume to circum- 
scribe the comprehensivje term, so as 
only to apply jt jn our minds to those 
who agree with us in opinion, or who 
are connected \o us by the bonds of 
amity or friendship. No. Our Father 
is likewise the father of those who 
oppose us ^ of those who think" ill of 
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us, and who ^tc prejudiced against tis* 
la repeating these words we pray for 
them as for ourselves. We entreat 
for them an equal degree of me^rcy ; 
and by unititig in their sapplicatiQnsi 
acquire the restoration of that ben£^ 
Yolent sympathy* which, witiiout the 
application of such uiean^, would 
have been for ever lost. 

In expressing our reverence to tlijQ 
name of God, we recognize all the di^ 
vine attributes^ and profess our desiire 
to render that h&mage universal, by 
spreading the knoAvledge of hh ho-li- 
ness, so that be may be worshipped 
by every heart. And by this profes* 
sion we bind ourselves to do all iu 
our power ta enlighten others, and to 
honoiM'^tlie name of God by tl>e sanc- 
tity of our lives and the sincerity cif 
our devotion. 

In praying that the kingdom of 
God may come, we at once acknow- 
ledge 
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fcdgfe the supremacy of the Divide 
govern men|> and profess our alle** 
giance to the Divine Ruler, whosef 
feign shall be the reign of justice, 
peace, and truth. We therefore, by 
this expression, engage to be the sub- 
jects of that kingdom, and to advancer 
Its speedy-establishment, by our firm 
adherence to the principles which dis-* 
tinguish those ^f whom it is com- 
posed. If this engagement is made 
with sracerity, it is hardly possible 
that it can do otherwise than in-^ 
fluence our conduct If it does not; 
every solemn utterance which we give 
to this * petition shaU bear witness 
against us. 

^ '* Thy will be done on earth as it 
^*is in heaven." By this explicit 
dect^ration of submission to the di^ 
viae will, we declare our resignation 
to the divine decrees, and our perfect 
rcliahce upon thd wisdom pf Pravi-^ 
'\. ^ denqe. 
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dence. ' We resign ourselves; and all 
'that IS dear to us, to be guided and 
governed by the will of our heavenly 
Father; and pray that all may be 
fequally disposed as we are to do his 
-will, and to be governed by his di- 
rections. To that Sovereign will, we 
leave the disposal of all the circum- 
stances of our lot : but, to shew that 
our dependence for the support of 
life is solely placed on his goodness, 
we supplicate him for what is heces* 
sary to its immediate preservation. 
We supplicate in the name of all t 
*' Give w^ this day our daily bread.** 
' That sustenance, in whatever cir- 
cumstances we are placed, we acknow- 
ledge as his gift. And are we not 
bound thus to acknowledge it? How- 
ever liberally God may have provided 
for us in the abundance of things 
of this life, are not the -events of 
iife, and life itself, in. his disposal? 

Can 
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Can wealth insure to us a contiaa- 
attice of our daily bread ? Or ia it 
not in the power of God to deprive 
us of the wealth in which we trust? 
Let m then, with gratitude and trust, 
look up to the Giver of all good for 
whatever is necessary to the comfort 
of our existence; and while in the 
name of all pur brethren we beseech 
the Universal Parpnt for our d^y 
bread, let us remember that w^ are 
bound to do all in our power to ren^ 
der the prayer effectual. If, while 
we pray to the Almighty to supply 
the wants of all, we, to whom he has 
given a superabundance, supply the 
wants of none; if through careless?' 
ness or hardness o/ heart we permit, 
those to perish for whom we beseech 
t!iod to provide^ our prayers will asr 
cend to heaven as an ofi^nce, and our 
supplications as a mockery. 
In the same breath in which we 

request 
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request the food that is essentiat 
4o the presiervation of the bodj', we 
implore that forgiveness of our sins, 
without which our souls imust perish 
everlastingly. How are we entitled 
to this forgiveness ? What plea have 
we to offer in support of our claims 
upon the divine cleiliency ? He who 
came to publish the glad tidings of 
salvation, and through whose merits 
we alone dare hope for forgiveness, 
has encouraged us to hope for it upon 
such conditions as will, if duly con- 
sidered, be seen as a proper test of 
the sincerity of our repentance. He 
has taught us to ask of God to for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 

Surely it cannot be in vain that 
this duty of forgiveness is thus re* 
peatedly enforced upon us. In a point 
on which so much depends, it be- 
hoves us to ascertain with accuracy 

vol/ 1 1. N the 
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fh6 precise meaninjf of the terms we 
make use of. Our Saviour has so 
well explained jt, as to leave no room 
for subterfuge ov evasion. It is not 
only errors of judgment or sins of 
inadvertency that we Here bind our* 
selves to forgive, but offences of what- 
ever naturie that h-ave been committed 
against us. We are not merely to 
forgive them in words, but we are to 
forgive them from the^ heart, which 
must be so purified from every feeling 
of malice and resentment, as to re- 
tain no desire of revenge, no pfersonal 
ill-will against those who have done 
or wished us evil. Until we have 
effected this, we cannot say we for- 
give as we hope to be forgiven ; no? 
while we petition Ihe throne of mercy 
for pardon, ou' conditions^ whicl\ we do 
not fulfil, can we hope to escape the 
punishment \ye so vainly with our 
lips attempt to deprecate. 

Whide 
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While our intercourse with society. 
IS bouuded within the preciucts of 
Friendship and affection, we are per- 
haps more Hkely to be led from the 
path of duty by our partialities tliaii 
our resentments. There are who. have 
passed on to a late stage of life, un- 
conscious of having ever received k 
wilful injury from any human bemg* 
and who, from having their hearts 
perjpetually exercised by the delight- 
ful emotions of gratitude and cordial 
regard, contract habits of universal 
goodwill and. implicit confidence. 
Under such circumstances, what room 
is there for the operation of the vin- 
dictive passions? But even under 
such circumstances it is necessary to 
*' keep the heak^t with all diligence,'* 
since this very unsuspecting confi- 
dence, should it ever be by treachery 
abused, will give to the crime of the 
©Sender so deep a colouring, as to 
N 2 enhance 
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enhance the difficulty of forgiveness. 
In such seasons of trial, he who knows 
the heart, and witnesses all it« strug- 
gles, will doubtless take pity on our 
weakness. Nor are we, either by our 
Saviour's precepts or example, taught 
an utter insensibility to the treatment 
we recei vjc from others. How patheti- 
cally did he lament over the obstinate 
infatuation Of his deluded country- 
men ! ** O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! thou 
*' that killest the prophets, and stonest 
** them who are sent unto thee, how 
" often would I have gathered thy 
** children together, as a hen doth 
** gather her brood under her wings, 
"and ye would not! Behold, your 
"house is left unto you desolate !" 

It is not, therefore, sufficient that 
we do not feel ourselves under the 
immediate influence of malice or re- 
venge. We must cultivate and che- 
rish dispositions with which they arc 

incompatible.^ 
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incompatible. We must take care 
that the spirit which is in us be the 
spirit of love, of charity, and peace ! 
Such affections will be accompanied 
by humility; and humility, conscious 
of the weakness and frailty of human 
nature, will earnestly implore not to 
be led into temptation. 

To beseech our heavenly Father to 
exert his almighty power to preserve 
us from temptation, while we resolve 
on our parts to run into every temp- 
tation that offers, and not only so, 
but to solicit temptations from which 
we might have been by our situation 
exempted, is such palpable absurdity, 
as, did we reflect upon it, would ren- 
der us contemptible in our own eyes* 
Can it then escape condemnation from 
God ? Let us not flatter ourselves 
by such delusive hopes. It we en* 
treat God to preserve us from temp- 
tation^ Ave must evince our sincerity 

by 
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by carefully shunning all that leads 
to it. It is only as far as we are 
conscious of the integrity of our mo- 
tives, that we can presume to expect 
the assistance of divine grace, either 
to direct or to restrain us. While we 
determine to cherish the tempter in 
our hearts, in vain do we bend the 
knee to God, and with our lips invoke 
his holy name, saying, " lead us not 
** into temptation !" 

In beseeching God to deliver us 
from evil, we again recognize him as 
tlie sovereign disposer of events; we 
again profess our belief in the perpe- 
tual exertion of that ever-active wis- 
dom, power, and beneficence, to 
which, when spoken of collectively, 
we give the name of providence; 
attributes which, in the "concluding 
sentence, we again acknowledge and 
adore. 

Such is the serious and solemn pur- 
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port of that address to the Deity, 
which is so often repeated by roje, 
as if it were a mere string of Words> 
without either sense or meaning. It 
may be thus repeated, through life 
without producing any jefFect upoij 
the conduct* . But let the heart and 
uiiderstanding be both Engaged in it, 
and it will be found impossible regijr: 
larly td offer up this prayer to the 
Almighty, without ,experieB,cing the* 
influen.ce of that Holy Spirit which, 
br^athes^ in every line. The heart 
th^t i3 tbu3 turned to Gpd will rcT^ 
quire no excitement to make frequent 
use of the glorious privilege of ad* 
dressing itself in praj'^er to Him whp 
is able to grant %o the uttermost every 
request. Let us, however, be careful 
that the request3 we make are such 
as we can hope to be presented by 
our Mediator and Intercessor at the 
ihrone of grace.-^ Let us likewise,. bp 

careful 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 1«* ] 

c^ureful never to engage in any pur- 
SHit, nor to indulge in any inclina- 
tion, on which we cannot implore the 
divine bksmng. Let this be to ua a 
test of the lawfulness of every plea- 
sure, assured that within these limits 
we may enjoy with thankfulness all 
the gifts which Providence has bound 
up in our lot. 

I trust the pains I look to impress 
this, has not and never will be oblite* 
rated from, your mind. By a con- 
iirmed habit of connecting ideas- of 
happiness with the ideas of Him from 
whom all happiness proceeds, you: 
iirill learn to turn from those illusive 
phantomis of delight, which so often 
prove snares to the careless and un* 
wary. 

May the prayers which I shall 
never cease to offer for the beloved 
children to whom I now address my- 
^df, find arcceptance in his sight, who 
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know& the sincerity of the heart from 
which they proceed ! May you all be 
protected by his providence^ enlight* 
ened by his wisdom, atid at length 
received into his glory ! 

Adieu! 
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LETTEK IX, 



I HOPE I do not vainly flatter myself 
in believing that my dear Lady Eli- 
2abeth will have so far penetrated 
into the scope of my arguments, as to 
perceive that prayer must, upon the 
principles I have endeavoured to un- 
fold, be a certain means of improve- 
ment The grace of God was never 
sought in vain. If we wse the means,. 
he Vill not fail to favour us with 
^bat divine assistance, which^ though 
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it admits pot now of sensible demon- 
stration, may np less certainly be de- 
pended upon, than when it appeared 
to the Israelites as a cloud by day 
and ^3 a pillar of fire by night. Never, 
however, let it be forgotten, that th^ 
assistance of God is not now pro- 
mised towards the attainment of tem- 
poral things. The promises of the 
Gospel are of a very different nature. 
- It promises a blessing to those who 
piourn, to tfeose who are persecu^ted 
and despised ; a blessing, to the poor 
and lowly in heart; a blessing to 
jthose who suffer for the sake of con- 
science. But these blessings are not 
to be conferred in the present state : 
they are to be conferred in the king- 
|dom of IJeaven.. And that the suffer- 
ings of the present life might no 
Jonger be considered as any proof of 
the disapprobation of God, we are 
e,xpressly' informed, that it .pleased 

him 
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him to make the Author of our salva- 
tion perfect through suffering. 

Were the change that took place 
in the na^^jre of the promises revealed 
in the New Testament duly consi- 
dered, it would not only reconcile 
us to the apparently dark dispensa- 
tions of Providence, but teach lis to 
rejoice in the firm assurance that all 
will Avork together for good to those 
Avho love God. 

The rites instituted by Moses were 
all calculated to excite faith in the pro- 
mises of God, as they \fere either me- 
morials of the fulfilment of those which 
had already been accomplished,or types 
of those which were still the objects of 
hope and expectation. The rites ap- 
pointed by JcsusChrist were instituted 
for a similar purpose, and in every 
respect adapted to the end proposed. 
Ey them we are reminded how fully, 
how graciously all the promi&es made 

to 
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to our fathers by tine prophets have, 
In the coming of the Messiah, been 
fulfilled. In them we have an a^sur^ 
ance given, that the promises of 
grace here, and of glory hereafter, 
published in the Gospel, to all true 
believers, shall be no less punctuall)' 
Jiccomplished. Nor are they only 
calculated to increase our faith and 
to excite our hope, but to purify our 
desires, to regulate our affections, and 
to strengthen our principles, so as to 
enable them to resist temptation. 
This is especially the case with re- 
gard to the sacrament of our Lord's 
Supper, instituted as a memorial of 
our Saviour's death ; but let us not 
imagine that the sacrament of bap- 
tism, has ceased to be to us of any 
importance, and that it is to be re- 
garded in no other light than that of 
an established custom. 

Baptism was from its first institu- 
tion 
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iion an initiatory ceremony. The 
converts to Christianity, whether 
they had been Jews or Pagans, made 
a solemn profession of their accept- 
ance of the terms of salvation offered 
by Jesus Christ. It was, on the part 
of the baptized, a declaration of 
faith, and a promise of obedience. 
It was on the part of Godj (repre-*. 
Rented by his ministers,) a ratification 
of the promises made by our Re- 
deemer, of which the sanctifying iur 
fluence of^ the Holy Ghost formed an 
essential, part; and as the Almighty 
had in former times Condescended 
to give to Abraham, to Moses, and 
the prophets, some immediate token, 
which should be to them, and to their 
descendants, and to all who heard 
of it, a certain proof that the remoter 
promise should in likis manner be 
accomplished ; so he now did to the 
fathers of the Christian church. After 

the 
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the death of our Lord, the promised 
gift of the Hely Spirit was, on the 
administration of baptism, bestpwed 
in such a manner as to afford, through 
the evidence of the senses^ a con- 
vincing proof of the miraculous in-^ 
terposition of divine power. Compare 
the accounts you find of this ia the 
Acts of the Apostles with the p^assages 
I formerly referred to in the Old^ 
Testament, a»d you will perceive a 
Tery striking. corFespondence. The 
sensible operation of the Holy Spirit 
exhibited in tlie miraculous gifts be-* 
stowed upon the first converts, was> 
like the miracles of former times, 
vouchsafed for a special purpose. I a 
establishing, the faith of those who 
were witnesses of it, that pwpose was 
accomplished; for God, \S^p formed 
the mind of man, knew it to be sx> 
constructed, as to be susceptible of 
conviction from the evidence of cre- 
dible 
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iii^le witnesses, -and thmt the imipres- 
»ion received from testimony was little 
less forcible than that made upon the 
senses. 

The ceremony of baptism is stilly 
Iwwever, to be considered as an essen- 
tially im{>oi'tant institution'; reminding 
M to whom it has been administered 
of their imperfections and their pri- 
vileges, of the miseries inherent to 
human nature in this world, and the 
influence by which they ate to life 
overcome- Though the manner of iti 
Administration has varied with the 
change of circumstances, and chil* 
dren may in infancy receive this seal 
of admission into the Christian 
church, the nature of the institution 
remains unchanged. 

The advantages which are to be 
derived from the knowledge of our . 
having been thus early devoted to 
God, by means of an engagement 

solemnly 
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Solemnly fentered into in our namesi 
are great and manifest ; and much is 
it to l?e regretted that, they are not 
more frequently reflected upon, and 
more zealously enforced. We see so 
many proofs of the powerful effects 
produced by strong and early impres- 
sions, that little doubt can be en- 
tertained of the consequences that, 
attend them. Ask and inquire of 
your friends whether any instance can 
be produced, of a child's having had 
the honour of a royal sponsor, and re- 
maining ignorant of and insensible to 
the honour that had been thus confer- 
red. Or, as it is always safer to select 
pur authorities from the dead thaii 
from the living, you may, in Johnson's 
biography of the poets, read the lif« 
of the celebrated author of the Night 
Thoughts; a man of indisputable 
piety, genius, and learning; but who, 
notwithstanding the endowments of 
toL. II. o his 
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his mind, the virtues of his heart 
and the excellence of his views, was 
the victim of ambition. Unfottu- 
nately for liim, he had been presented 
at the baptismal font by the reigning 
queen ; and the honour which had 
thus been conferred upon him by his 
royal sponsor, an honour concerning 
which he had been early and well in- 
structed, took full possession of his 
mind. To- this circumstance, which 
connected all his ideas of happiness 
tvith court-favour and protection, we 
may fairly trace that desire of prefer- 
ment which harassed his spirits, and 
gave a mortal wound to his peace. 

If an impression so powerful can 
be made by the knowledge of an ho- 
nour conferred by a fellow-creature, 
can we doubt that, if an equal share 
of pains were taken to instruct us in 
the nature of those hopes and privi- 
leges of which we are made partakers 

in 
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in baptism, they wojiild not likewise 
have an influence over us ? Were we 
to be made sensible, from the first 
dawh of reason, that we had by this 
ceremony been devoted to the setvice 
of God, and admitted as candidates 
for immortality, as heirs of the pro- 
mises and partakers of the blessings 
purchased by the Redeemer of man- 
kind, could it fail to awaken our 
hopes and elevate our views ? 

It is truly melancholy to observe 
how little this is attended to. An 
institution commanded by the Son ot 
tjod to be observed in all nations^ 
and which was sanctioned by signs 
and wonders, and which is to us a 
seal of the promises of grace, is either 
considered as a mere form attached 
to the habits of our country, in the 
ceremony of giving a name, dr con- 
verted into an instrument of super- 
stition, It is not thus that you have 
o S beea 
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teeti taught to think of it, nor is H 
thus that it will be thought of by 
any of my little friends : I hope 
and trust the conviction with which 
I 'endeavoured to inspire them, of 
their having been presented in bap- 
tism to that good and gracious Being 
Avho bestowed all tlie happiness they 
so liberally enjoyed, will never be 
obliterated. But on you, my dearest 
Lady Elizabeth, I depend, for renew- 
ing and strengthening the impression. 
Oh you the religious instruction of 
your brothers and sisters will most 
probably devolve. The ascendancy 
which you have already obtained ovet 
their tender minds, renders the task 
aii easy orle ; and how can you em- 
ploy that ascetidahcy in a way so de- 
lightful, so glorious to yourself, as iri 
conducting those who thus love you 
to the gates of Heaven ? 

All that was in baptism engkged 

for 
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for us by others, we in the sacrameijt 
of the Lord's supper deliberately ra- 
tify. We renew the pledges of faith 
and the promise of obedience, and 
make a solemn profession of our ac- 
ceptance of the terms of salvation. 
These terms imply repentance of our 
sins; sincere and hearty resolutions of 
amendment; thankfulness to God for 
the assurance that our sincere repent- 
ance will be accepted of, through 
Jesus Christ, in Jieii of that perfect 
and unsinning obedience of which 
our frail natures are incapable; and a 
determined purpose of sacrificing eve- 
ry selfish and vindictive passion. 

This sacrament affords a salutary 
aid to human weakness, and by the 
exercise which it gives to all the be- 
nignant aflections, is calculated to 
increase our own happiness, and to 
render us instrumental in promoting 
ilyp happiness of society. I hope I 

shall 
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^hall he able to render this yet morp 
evident by some farther considera- 
tions ; but before we proceed so far^ 
it may be proper to take a view of 
the circumstances which attended 
the institution of this diyine ordi- 
nance. 

Unable as we are to comprehend 
the ways of God, or to penetrate the 
mysterious plans of his divine govern- 
ment, we need only exercise our rea- 
son to perceive, in all that he has 
unfolded of it, a unity of design, a 
correspondence, and harmony, by 
which it is distinguished from all that 
proceeds from man. In displaying 
the progress of revelation, I have 
been at some pains to direct your at- 
tention to this circumstance, as think- 
ing it of much importance to religious 
principle f and I am persuaded that 
jan lexamination of. the concluding 
gpt of pur Sayjour'jj miuistrv, wil^ 
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tend to enforce and illustrate all that 
I have advanced. 

Nor shall I make any apology for 
the casual repetition of observations 
already made ; for though inadmis- 
sible in a work of taste and imagina- 
tion, repetitions are, in a long chain 
of argument, not only useful, but 
necessary in giving firmness to the 
connecting links. 

We have seen that the multiplied 
ceremonies of the Jewish law were in- 
tended for a specific purpose, and 
that they were eminently adapted to 
answer the end for \yhich they were 
instituted. In tlie coming of the 
Messiah, they were rendered no longer 
necessary, and were consequently abo- 
lished; but as human nature remains 
the same, and as man in his present 
imperfect state is incapable of comr 
plete abstraction, and stands in need 
of having his ideas connected and 

embodjed. 
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embodied, if I may so express myself^ 
by means of sensible objects, the 
Divine Goodness provided, in the in- 
stitution of the sacrament, such an 
aid as was in every way suitable to 
our wants. 

By the ceremony of the passover, 
which was instituted on the eve of 
their departure from Egypt, the chil- 
dren of Israel were reminded of their 
having been miraculously rescued from 
a state of slavery and subjection, and 
put in possession of the land promised 
to their fathers. 

By the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper this ceremony was superseded ; 
but however injudiciously it may 
have been sometimes explained, the 
correspondence between them is no 
fanciful illusion. It was evidently in 
allusion to the pascal lamb, that our 
Saviour was so often hailed as '* the 
'* Lamb of God ; the Lamb that 

'' taketh 
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f ' taketh away the sin of the world.'^ 
As that Iamb was slain immediately 
preceding the event which gave to 
the descendants of Abraham an assur- 
ance of the accomplishment of all 
that God had foretold and promised, 
it might with propriety be considered 
as an emblem of Him whose death 
was so immediately followed by that 
resurrection to eternal life, which is 
the accomplishment of every pro- 
mise, and the seal of every dispensa- 
tion 1 ' 

It was in the contemplation of his 
own immediate sufferings and death, 
that our Lord dispensed the cup of 
life to his disciples ; giving them at 
the same time such an explicit inti- 
mation of the approaching event, as 
filled thei'r hearts with sorrow. It 
was in vain that he then assured them 
that their sorrow should be turned 
into joy. In vain that he set before 

them 
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them the efficacy of his death, and 
the certainty of his rising from the 
grave to a state of immortal glory, 
in which they and all true believers 
should to a certainty participate. His 
words penetrated but did not convince 
their hearts. They mourned as those 
who had no hope: nor would any 
thing short of sensible demonstration 
have been sufficient to render faith 
and hope triumphant over death and 
the grave. 

God did not require of human 
nature a faith beyowd its powers. lie 
who in all preceding revelations conr 
descended to give such sure pledges 
of the truth of his promise, as de- 
stroyed the possibility of doubt, gave, 
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
a glorious and satisfactory testimony 
to the truth of the promise of salva- 
tion. The sacrament of the supper 
was henceforth to be considered as a 

pledge 
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pledge of immoftality- It seals the 
promise of a joyful^ resurrection to 
all who zealously endieavourto render 
themselves the objects of that pro^ 
mise, and who prove their acceptance 
pf it by the necessary qualifications. 
What the dispositions are which we 
must of necessity cultivate, we learli 
from the precepts of our Lord ; and, 
lest these should not have sufficient 
efficacy, they are enforced by his 
example. 

The first circumstance taken Hblide 
of by the apostle Paul, in bis' account 
of this ordinance, is exceedingly 
striking. He dwells particularly up- 
on the period chosen by our Saviour 
for instituting this perpetual mdino- 
rial of his dsmo: love — ^* jOn the ni<;ht 
"on >vhich he was betrayal !*'-*- 
What a humijiating memento ef the 
/lepravity of himian nature! what a glo- 
;-iou3 proof of thp beneyolence of the 

divine I 
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• 4iviue! Thiere is no injury that any 
human being caa inflict upon ano- 
ther, which so completely unhjngqs 
. the min4 a§ an act of treachery. Tf^e 
spontaneous fury of the passions may 
be viewed with pity by pne wjio js 
superior to their influence; but the 
calm premeditated villainy of a trai- 
tor is so abhorrent to the generous 
heart, that but for the example of our 
3aviour, it woyld appear to us as a 
crime which we might safely extept 
from the system of forgiveness. We 
here perceive the contrary ; ancj th^t 
the heart filled with the spirit of di- 
vine love, will bear even this, the 
worst of injuries, without being mo- 
ved to resentment. 

We here likewise perceive the in- 
efficacy of knowledge without prin- 
ciple. The traitor Judas had listened 
with the other apostles to our Sa- 
viour's instructions, and had been a 

witness 
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Witness of the miracles which h€ 
AVroiight in proof of his divine mis- 
l^ion ; nor do we learn that he had 
any doubt concerning the divine na- 
ture of his blessed master, nor of the 
truth of the promises he came to 
linfold. Yet, in the mind of Judas^ 
the strength of one strong passioii 
rendered all this knowledge of no 
effexit. By the power oF Avarice it 
was prevented from becoming in hfs 
mind a principle of action. His heart 
was given to the world while he was 
the cohipanion of the Son of God! 
What can afford us a stronger in- 
ducement to self-examination and 
self-distrust, than the recollection of 
this first circumstance in the institu- 
tion of thi^ holy sacrament ? 

Bread and wine aVe the representa- 
tives of all that God has given fot; 
the support of animal life ; of all 
that is necessary and esserttial to th^ 

prolongatiuu 
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prolongation of our. earthly exist- 
ence ; and as necessary as . food is 
to the support .of life, so necessary 
was the death of Jesus Christ to our 
salvation. As such it appears to me 
to be evidently represented in this 
sacrament; and as, in partaking of 
it, we not only make a solemn pro- 
fession of our belief in all he did and 
suffered for us, and of our trust in 
his promise of coming again to judge 
the world in righteousness^ but make 
a solemn vow of obedience to all his 
commandments, it may with pro^ 
priety be considered as the sustenance 
of our spiritual existence. These re- 
flections and the self-examination td 
which, in all who have not their con- 
sciences seated by levity and pre- 
sumption, tUey must inevitably give 
rise, are eminently calculated to re- 
call our hearts from the corruptions 
t)f the worlds and to erect a barrier 

betwixt 
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l>etwixt us and those temptations t« 
which we are by nature or situatioa 
most exposed. 

In this point of view the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper has been 
termed a restraining ordinance. But 
it is not only calculated to impose 
restraint on our evil inclinations, but 
to improve and purify all the Ijest 
principles of our nature. To biflieve 
in our Saviour, and to contemplate 
his death without emotions of reve- 
rence, and gratitude^ and love, is, f 
should hope, almost impossible* Now 
all these emotions are allied to virtue,- 
and aid and strengthen us in our vir- 
tuous resolutions. We cannot look 
upon any of our fellow- creatures, and 
consider them as beings for whoui 
Christ's blood was shed, and conse- 
quently as lieirs of the same hope^ 
and indulge ourselves in any improper 
feeling towards them. Pride, envy, 

malice. 
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htalicCi vain-glory, and every modi- 
fixation of hatred and resentment; 
must appear to us in their prdper 
lights; as passions which it behoves 
lis to sacrifice on that altar which is 
purified by the perpetual incense of 
peace* and love. Arid what do we 
thus sacrifice, but those corrupt pas- 
sions which are the sources of our 
greatest misery ? ** Come unto me/' 
said our compassibna^te Lord, " come 
**.unto me all ye/tWit labour and are 
" heavy laden, and I will give yoii 
" re^t r 

Anothei- essential advantage results 
from the institution now under con- 
sidcration^ as by giving a salutary 
interruption to those trains of thought 
which are perpetually excited by ob- 
jects of sense, it breaks the spell 
which binds us to the world. A con- 
stant intercourse with society, all 
must acknowledge to be inimical to' 

reflcctioric 
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KflectloQ. ?les^siu$e, 4i&^jp;^t^ out, 
thoughts, care absorbs them.; a^4 
ewy objeqi. ^% eq^age^ our a^c- 
tionst hp it yirh^j; H i93^» ia s^ far a& 
it, thu? engages thpm, t?P4*. ^P reuj^r, 
us forgetful; of; ou^ ^iMi^fc 4e&|ii^7; 
tioih HoHT ^pt are. we^ vhe^. happy, 
to fOrg«t th»( thi? is no^.^lftg lai}4, qf 
pnaoiise! SoiW PfWft \fti^ ui;»^ 
the pressuxfoi i^rpw. ^^r dji^BQyi|trf 
ment, t« l(yife ^^|1; tQ. tb«; v<^l|d, «(^c^, 
has ^u(ie4 m ^ V^iftV- 1.9^ ^i 
ofdloaofie, 9k i^rtQ^&^t pr/^vi&iqn i^ 
made fee <^^r nel^ifiywg ^ft SW^ 
quencesft oi |h$AP iflii«nHi|B^ M^e. ar« 
iKjf it ummkfi, th^t ^f ClvfiM^ <%^ 
te died tb»6 w Wight l»v?, \Jfft ^r» 
Uught to reflfct, ugoa ^J^e »aj^»«f^ of 
the promises w^ich i^fir^ sf§lf4 "'Jf ^^ 
ileath, aodi ^^e; t^i,!^ W ^h Tfi^Vl?-? 
rectaon. W^ ^rp ^i^ ^ ^t vpt^ cop? 
psHed t9 jrai^ oiir t%ijadf, fiqipa^ ^g 
world, and to follow 1^ ia^ those 
VOL. II. s. p regions 
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regions whither he is g<nie to prepare 
a place for us. 

And is it not evident, that con- 
tetnplations so full of hope and joy 
must necessarily elevate and purify 
our hearts and our affections? 

Let us then, with becoming gra- 
titude, adore that divine wisdom, 
which so admirably adapted the means 
to the ends, as to render institutionsy 
appiarently simple, ptoductivc of con- 
sequences so extensively beneficial. 
Let us, in language appropriate to 
the occasion, " with angels and arch- 
** angels, and with all the glorious 
** company of heaven, laud and mag- 
** nify his glorious name.'* And, 
while the praises of our hefarts as- 
cend, let us rfemember, that he whom 
we thus acknowledge hath said, ^' It 
** is in vain that ye callme Lord, 
'* Lord ! if ye do not tlie things 
" whic^h I say/' ^ : 
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LETTER X. 



Having, asl hope, succeeded in tny 
design of presenting you with a ge- 
neral view of those important truths 
which have been conveyed to us by 
revelation^ I must now beg your pa- 
• tient attention to a few remarks on 
the nature and spirit of the precepts 
of the Gospel. 

Hitherto I have anxiously avoided 

aU occasion of offence. I would still 

avoid it. But I should not be acting 

up to the friendship I profess, and 

p S which 
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which in my heart I feel, if I were, 
from apprehensions of incurring any 
one's displeasure, to disguise, or pal- 
liate^ or conceal, aught that concerns 
your real interest. 

I must tfata boldljr* declare to you, 
that the precepts of the Gospel are, 
in many respects, adverse to the pre- 
cepts and mannerr of the world; and 
that the pleasures of the world are 
held forth in it as corrupters of the 
heart* auiiiinares for. the spui. 

To ypm^mydeanostXadyEJizaheUfc 
who. are. hy ypur, birth, plap^ i iu, a 
situation^ . where. the» teoip^attonsi a]r 
luded.ta are. g«aeraUXrthoug})t}tfi>pu( 
forth all. theixr strength,, tha- s\jL\^i 
becomes pecuUarlj^ interesting^ 

Why all are not placf^d^ in situar 
tions eqj^ally advantageous, fpjc. the 
practice, of virtue,. is.a'fcaitte$s>4|$ie>fr 
ti0ii.> M ^weU.mig^tTW€;;inquir9>wh]( 
the. Laplander frec2K9> uxtderahe Juicl^ 

mency 
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memy of >a^ pDJir WMter/ wliile^c 
Africifi(pai^8fi>eQealii' ^lflie'£elQe ^hmt 
bfiia inHrni&gUmr? >Bo(lhiriilt>;^ts 
of the schehictof>ppoi^ente/ipWt«l 
bey<nMl>our • coinpitAietiskhi. • ^We Hiay 
^tHl earty 1W1' the^krialogy^a Httte ^ftt- 
tber, 4mi'obsierve,>tbat di^feAtly^'ils 
tli^y are 'situated iti nsfmt to^cK- 
mMe, llie ^atpiaader^ond tile Ukfrlian 
ba;Ve each ^tbe oneatis of sdiisistenbe 
wlthiti'fclieir^reiicfai; tmd 'thit iboagk 
the ^hrverfng: 'tov9ge of '^tfae «iiorth 
pr^otttes ^th >difficilky his «cim)y 
fl9to), '^he eiiJQiys "ki ^eace 'hisr (uhi^n vied ^ 
banqueti and bounds over his'faitfs 
6f -*nd V wiftbdatr the 'fear ierf mating 
with any lur king 'defpent 'Por the 
inh^bitianls of Swifter and kAxke Iinm* 
fiadt dlrmes, imLcrycbeniies lieitanain'- 
bush. To s^ynbthfifii]^ of ttJe beasts 
af;.[Jrdy whf^h>pfbwl'ar0tttld, or the 
unarms df vehonious insects which 
Qwse ft .pespetua^iirritaticm,*fabMr often 

does 
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does, it happen that the very ait 
breathes pestilence^ and that the 
breeze which refreshes the soul is filled 
urith the poison of death I 

How. similar to this is the compara*^ 
live state of the rich and of the poor! 
But as there are few who would pre- 
fer the rigours of a northern winter^ 
with all its security, to the luxuries 
of a warm climate with all its dan« 
gers ; so likewise are there few who 
would prefer a state of poverty to that 
of wealth ; a clear proof that the de-^ 
sire of happiness is stronger than the 
dread of misery. 

The desire of happiness is indeed 
the lUQSt powerful motive to exer- 
tion. And hy liim wlio is the God 
of nature, no principle which he had 
originally implanted was ever after* 
wards destroyed. The desire of hap- 
piness had bieen implanted in the 
kuman breast, at thetiine ^hen we 

are 
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are told in. Scripture, **GQd saw 
"his work, and behold J t was very 
"good!'**, 

. But thotigh /*<5od made.inan: up^ 
*' right, he nought out many inveiv- 
^^ tions.** All ihe3e inventions were 
in search of happiness, but never 
was the search crowned with ac« 
knowledged success. The most obvi- 
ous and common coutse was to seeik 
for her in the indulgence of those 
appetites and passions which man haa 
in common with the brute jcreation. 
But here invention was soon. found to 
be of very little use. It is the intel- 
lectual part of our nature that is 
alone susceptible of improvement 
The pleasures of sense are in their 
nature transient; and if ^ve would 
prolong their existence, it must be by 
adding something from tlie mind. A 
drove of pigs may probably have as 
much pleasure in a feed of acorns 

♦ Genesis, i. 

as 
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tis e^m Any i^Jghtlioiibuwublfe glutton 
tfijbyed In ^dev^m^ng the tlioefift dttlti- 
ty. If the latter has any superiority 
tb tbfe fortwe*, «b^ sujierterlty must 
iMe d^i-ited trim sburciss pmely m^n- 
5tal It is thtfrtfofe Jtf vittent, that thfe 
"jEtlfeMuFte bf ieme ^ahnM, by all th^ 
iD^etiuity bf mftn, Ife Wctttvertied laW) 
liifeMs bf l«al anfl pemiaMiit lifa)^<>- 
*€fss. Nfrfthc^r is it itt^lie^4tlfidtiti««i 
^f ^ny ^ePffisTi^isiWi Hliat ^triie htf|)^ 
^itiessfe to lie foc^d» 'though ii^m 
ihese that^it has, in all ttg^s^f^the 
'^ortd, ibd«i »s>(mght ftfr wish liiodt uo- 
i-ertftlfinfe ardour. 

Experiittc^^eislareiil the seardi>t6 
■beTruhlesis j and philosdiihyJexhortt^i 
fier votaries to teMmqui^h ^the vafci 
"jiurstkit 13iiti<ei%i(mfi&H[lid6'tbepiir^ 
stirt to berelitirquisrhed, and ))rbclaiiM 
^hat hai^itiess is Ho chin^era ; that it 
Tias a i*eaflHexislclnce; atodthat it wlU 
tb a cehfainty be fOu*id by all who 

take 
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tske ^tfae pxth that leads ta iL To 
tbit ]Mdtiioiteligkm (offers 'foenself .as an 
iidyiiMe guide. iShevbeWfittiat'itts 
aoM^bie to aill, /and Klisl it^has n^Mr 

i^ach it Dhrou]^ ^ me^trni^M <yb4i^ 
<Hi$l5'4im^ed,'tfnd^ottftMcl <\^ithm«fae 

Ht]yp(M^s IS ih its iNtture ImniwitaS; 
-M^ «iiiboc^, tfaerdfotte, fiid it by HieMs 
^ fmgiht tteit 4dde8 4U)t 'pM^i^ke df 
f mtaortality. ^e pbssiofis atrf *fltec* 
tious >vliic1i !are ibou^ded by*his?t»- 
t€stt?ri*l seente ate in their BMult 
finite and ^ridii^l)ihe: hty^n^ ^h» 
}ife they catititft^st; for ibfete'^ef 
can iiav^ liO'cA^e^^, noipos^ility, tif 
gratification. Bift t^rfeo Sifeall datt 
prescribe l^ountfs to fhe b«n^voleti<se 
of whe Iwatt, » to tht light df the 
undensftanding ? Tbe^ are so evi* 
deiitly capable of being improved to 
a degree infinitely Mpertor to ail we 
J now 
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now experience, as. to have given rise, 
in some sanguine mind«, to the vain 
hope, that even in . this imperfect 
state they might attain perfection* 
Religion, as exhibited in the Gospel, 
gives no sanction to such vain delu- 
Bions* It leads us, not to expect 
that we can in this world obtain 
to perfect wisdom or to perfect vir- 
tue, any more than .perfect happi^ 
ness; but it points to a state where 
ive shall attain them all. The 
Me3sengcr of immortality enforced 
2)o precepts, enjoined no duties, that 
were not adapted to imprpvc; those 
powers which he knew to be capable 
of infinite improvement ; but he ne* 
ver represented this world as the scene 
in which they were to be perfected. 
He did not, like some. of the heathen 
philosophers, prohibit all enjoyment 
of the pleasures of life, but he warned 
u$ against permitting our. hearts to 
he ensnared by tliem, and tauglit us 

how 
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iipw to aToid the daugcri by fixing 
our hopes and our desires on immortal 

felicity. ' 

In the New Testament we find no 
Tulcs ; of: external discipUne ; no sta- 
tutes of prohibition : but we find all 
the enjoyments which this life affords 
described ^qs they really are, transient 
and unsatisfactory; not adapted to 
satisfy and not intended to engross 
the soul. It is there represented as 
the Christian's duty to obtain such a 
complete control over his passions 
and inclinations, as may prevent them 
from ever gaining such an ascen- 
dency as may render him forgetful of 
liis high destination. Nor is this limi- 
tatipn .confined to the objects of sense. 
PQwer, and wealth, and. fame, the 
phief objects of pursuit aniong the 
phildren of this world, .afe by the 
gospel of Jesus deprived of their pre- 
eminence, ai^d reduced to u level with 
^1 temporary enjoyments, sinking 

into 



Digitized by 



Google 



titm mitk ftimt tint we qfttimt). 
** What does it profit a man Sif (be 
*'igtMi» tfae nHrade "wbrld) and loses 
*♦ bis iDwn «bul ;*' 6r "i*bat shall % 
««»n ^e (in neec^tiaxtgt ifor tts 

raui -priflte^le > than 'the 40rtB <Vf t<ctr«s» 
is sulj^ject lo ^tise satne mntrkrttotft, 
■ad ivprcsented as a pas^bn dlftrerfW* 
1^ (tUagwdtts, anlEBs vhew it is %ub> 
mrdinate 4!o the-desh^ ttf tbe^piR^* 
bationof God. 

The hive of !powerits^e«iiiibed% 
bur Sttvioar as a faeMhen 'prkMipk, 
\itt6t\y inebmp^tibte lr ith the spirit bf 
those doetriDto wbioh he^itteitl0tited» 
«nd of «hiih -he in im lifft set'th^ 
hrighteatexathple. " Ytttai>'»," uM 
he^ "<h«tthe ^uiiicesiWthieeeiitites 
" eaceroftpe (toAriaiMi tyver iimtytUM 
"'that tiKir •Ibit 'flte t^NMt, >)Ni;%r«M(i 

:**»*aii»ri^. 
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^^aut^iorkif^, Bub it shall not be so 
**'Bn\cmg^yo^: but whosoever^ will be 
'*»great ampngi you^ IW him bo youl: 
^'minister; and whosoevier witt be 
^^^chiefiamQiigi 3X)u> let hinri be your 
'^servant : ejveq^as^ tlie- S^b afi'Nfon 
^camt^ noib to^ bo^i^jmstered unto, but 
^^ to . niiiifistev, and togt^. bis^ lifd- a 
M raaaoRiifoo maoy."*^ 

Tb person* whpafe^auglit to* place 
t^in chief happiness in this* wor4d; 
paM^iV aadhoiiouis^ and'richesy must 
Moessaialy be' tiie^primapy^ objects- of 
puiaoit;; buti in the minds of those 
who look beyoffld'this^ world fov their 
In^ioass, theyiwiUbst r^ducod to a 
]»w\ t vdtb . aUi otfaec: temporary enjoy* 
m.apt3 ; vi2* considered as things com** 
fM^Aiydy insigniikant 

Uei!e! again w^e perceive how. adrni^ 
»bl|L tha didctcineft and th& precepts 

* St. Matt. XX. 

of 
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of our divine ma3ter support andelu^ 
cidate efich other; la the same pmnt 
of vie\i^ in which all temporal things 
would be placed by a true and lively 
laiih, they are placed by the positive 
precepts of the GospeK We there 
find that all the. gratifications which 
can be enjoyed with innocence, are 
to be enjoyed with thankfulness* 
Wealthy and power, and reputation^ 
are to be valued as means of doing 
good to others, and df affording an 
exercise to those benevolent affectioiis 
whid) we are connnanded to cultivate* 
But they are not to be rested in as a 
chief good ; neither are we to esteem 
ourselves or others on account of the 
degree in which we or they happen 
to possess them. We are to. estimate 
these advantages, as they arc esti- 
mated in the sight of God, ^nd aa 
they will be estimated by ourselves 
hereafter. 

They 
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They must know very little of their 
own hearts, and have paid little at- 
tention to the actions of others,' who 
do not see that the difficulty of thus 
justly appreciating the advantages of 
worldly enjoyments, is much enhanced 
by their possession. Hence arises the 
danger of a situation: that is elevated 
in the eyes of the world. The plea- 
sure that arises from the conscious^ 
cess of pre-eminence, is too dear to 
pride to be efasily relinquished* Our 
Saviour foretells this in language so 
forcible, as to have struck his audi* 
cnce with dismay. The circumstance 
is remarkable; and as it afiPords a 
forcible illustration of what I have 
just advanced, I shall give you a more 
particular account of it. 

Amongst the numbers whose hearts 
bore witness to the divine authority 
of our Saviour's doctrine, was *a cer- 
* tain Filler,' a man- of distinguished 

rank 
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rank and oputence^.^ kigH reputa- 
tkxn, and, as it appears, o^ no. mt9i^ 
pBoficHsncy in the police airt of ftM^t^ry* 
Hii addr^s to Jesas wa3 couched in 
thai soft (^equiFocal language wtiich. 
adniito. of an interpretatiQtt beyonct 
, the strict and literal meaning of the 
irords : ^ Good Master, what ahdU i 
^^dioi to iDherit eternal lifer'' Our 
Lovdi vrho never countenancedl a do^. 
partuxe ftom thp simplidty qf , trntis^ 
sehuked his insincerity. ^* Why cattesti 
^' thou n>e good?" And as to the^quasr 
tiaaof what duties he was to perfoisv 
he teferred ta his know^edg^ of the^ 
ten conuBandments. These, this, great 
aian declues, he h^d siciciljf Hej^ 
even from Ws ywkth ijp \ Th« ck^ 
claration seems to h^Ye hec^n WA^f^ 
with no awall d«gr«e of s?lf qompia- 
oemsy ; and he no dvubit expeclyed^ ^ 
peceiYe from Jesu«> llwjt Uifeutj? pf 
appfaiov^ to whiehbe c(»isidere^ him- 
self 
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adf €ntitled| wad viiicli^ as a f^real 
man, he ivas probably welt aecua-^ 
tomcd. But mstead of flatteriog bioi 
yrith hopes of iaheritiog €tcraal lift 
by a mert adhcreact to tbo letter of 
tbe prei[:eptS| hit shews hiai) that un^ 
)66$ the d^re of imntorfal hapiiiiieai 
k 96 strong ai to <nahk th4 mind to 
relinquish for it aU worldly ei^j^ 
jMiit*, it wiU be ^f nfo avail. Al ft 
teat of thisi he dtfurea bim to give 
vp that fortnte ftom which he do* 
rii^id his coiise<|iieiic6| %o dislribttte 
his earthly treasure to tbe poor^ 
that be might have treaanirk ki bfea* 
veto^ and at the haaard of mcw-> 
ring tbe ridicule and dtspfeasure of 
bia cottntrylnen and companions^ to 
ptofess bis belief i* tJki Messiah, and 
tb follow bim. Abttl this Ma of 
ptrospsiity bad not ttrdngth to SMke 
fhojpirilice. B«C be did Uofc rflin^ 
^lOk the hopes of eternal life witb 
VOL. x-Jb Q careless 
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dareless Iwity and indifFerence : •* Htf" 

*^ went away sorrowful, for he wasf 

^^"oery rkh.^ And when Jesus savr 

that be -was very sorrowful, he said, 

*^ HoH^ liardly shall they that have 

" riches enter into the kingdom of 

** God } For it is easier for a camel 

♦* to go' thrdugh a needle's eye, thatt 

** for a rich man to enter the king- 

^* dom of God I And they who heard 

*' it, said, Wh6 then can be saved ? 

*^ And he said, The things that are 

** impossible with men, are possible 

•^with God*"*' 

With God alone are they indeed 
possible \ And when we examine 
the nature of the virtues which be*- 
long ta the Christian character, we 
shall be convinced, that 'Without th« 
special assistance of divine graces 
'they must, in certain situations, be 
-so peculiarly difficult of attainmeiit, 

* St, Lukexviii. 

' as» 
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as to recoricile us to the metaphor 
which at first view appears so incoii^ 
gruous. Nor let tis be so far mista- 
ken as tQ imagine that the possession 
of atry of these virtues will be of 
importatice to our eternal welfare, 
except in so far as they are of ge- 
nuine growth. . if they spring from 
iiiere\^ofldly wisdom; they will avail 
us nothing. They: arc only to be 
:deerned Christian virtues as they pro- 
*ceed from the Christian spirit, and as 
they exhibit the effects 6f that spirit 
upon the general character. 

This mdy, perhaps^ require expla- 

• nation; bat it may be very easily 

explained. Meekness and tempe-* 

ranee are Christian virtues, but meek-^ 

. ness is^ in many instances, the result 

•.of a happy temperament; and tem- 

« perauce, the effect of habit and of 

choice. . Charity may proceed from 

ostentation as certainly as from bene- 

; :. Q 2 . ficence ; 
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iicwcc; and even truth, the least 
flexible of the virtues, may be nearly 
ailied to pride, the most unconquer- 
able of the vices. 

The comprehensive view pf the 
Christian character which I recom* 
mend to your attention, is not made 
up of minute and separate parts ; it 
is one untfbrm display of love to 
God and man ; of affections puri- 
fied by the hopes of immortality; 
of a judgment which knows how 
to appreciate every enjoyment this 
world can offer according to its 
real value ; and of a mind^ which in 
conquering the passions and corrupt 
tions tliat would ensnare if, has put 
forth all its strength. To raise the 
heart from this worlds so as never to 
lose !iight of those promises which the 
Son of God came to reveal, asd to 
secure for us, we consider as es- 
tremely easy at the moaient when we 
are withdrawn ^m the power of 

temptation- 
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temptation. But, as I observed to 
you with regard to the first principles 
pf ihoratity, there is not a passion 
in the h^art whicb^ if not zealously, 
watched over^ will not raise ^ cloud 
between w and those hopes, and lead 
us to forget that this is not die scene 
of our reward, or of our glory. It 
^ opoQ this account, that we are 
taught by our Saviour, to set a strict 
guard upon tho$e deceitful enemies 
of our eternal peaice, which wage in- 
cessant war against the soul But if 
instead of ccmibating we encourage 
them ; if instead of endeavouring to 
subdue tlieir power, wt do all we 
can to increase its strengtl^; how 
hopeless must be our situsjition I 
Whatever circumstances tliiere m«y 
be in our lot which have a decided 
tendency to produce and tq inflamie 
these passions^ must be considered as 
placing us in a state of peculiar dan* 
ger, and therefore as demanding a 

peculiar 
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pecwliar vigilance; ^6w I am af/aill 
that we cannot even admit a doubt 
as to Ihe tendertcy which the enjoy- 
ment of an uncommon porticm 6f^ the 
thihgi of this world has, in the pomt 
alluded to;* and this cMefly arising 
from the inevitable operation of 'con- 
comitant circiimstances. . .1 

A cursory view of the passions that 
are represented in Scrtpture as diisqiVa-J 
lifying us for the kingdom' of Heaven, 
will $erve to convince yoil of the truth 
of this remark. 

Pride, the source of all the malevq- 
Jent passions, is represented through-^ 
put the NewTestament Sis incompatible 
with the spirit of the Christian dis- 
pensatioii : it opposes itself to every 
Christian yirtu^, and is inimical tq 
the cultiyation of every Christian 
grace. It is thereforie, With great pro* 
priety, represented as the enemy of 
the iovkX : and it is an enemy no less 

deceitful 
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deceitful than ioveteratp ; fpr there u 
no describing the variety of foTn[\a 
which it agsumes.. It often, links 
vhere least suspected, '^nd converts 
eveq our very ^i-rtues into mp^ns of 
temptatipQ. Whatever t^iids to ip* 
crease our power, whether it be ex- 
ternal or hitellectual, perspnal.. or 
accidental, tepds likewise to increase 
pur pride. .Nor is it by what ajug* 
ijients o^r poyer as individuals that 
pride is only AojirjsJiecJ ; for so insa-; 
tjabje i9 its patuxe, that it appro* 
priates to ^tsejf epough tp. feed.ou 
fj<)m sources the moH remote. 

Whatever we pan by apy mean& 
cp»trive to connect. with the idea of 
sel.f^ however §Iend?,r tl\e cpnnecjtioq^, 
is .eagerly seized upon, and n}ade ps© 
of to give enlarg/emeut jto ^hat idea> 
for this is the invariable aim of pride^ 
Hence arises all^ the eagerness 9f party* 
JJjcnce the exaggerated importance 
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g^vento the opinions that are adopt- 
ed by the party v^ embrace: pride 
seiires upon alt the power or rnfluence 
yvhich tha* party may acquire, and 
l^rings it home tothebosotn of crcry 
individual of i^rhich it is composed, 
aaying, *^Lo! h ft not tfcine own ?/• 
Kor does a consciousness of indivi- 
dual insignificance step forward to 
pievent the deception. Indeed, the 
ifRCTt insigni6caiit the incfividuali the 
more ioci ?t feel its want of that ad- 
Yentilious co^nseque^^ce which may at 
9tt easy rate be thus acquired. 

I am sorry tb say it, but truth 
obliges me to confess it as my opi* 
nion, that the spirit of party ha^ 
owed most of its female champions 
to this very circumstance. The con- 
!ieiottsness of weakness naturally in- 
elines cur sex to seek for aid frpm 
strength beyond its own; and did 
not pride interpose, this poi^scioiis* 

nes^ 
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nesis vouJ4» under the Chriatistn di^ 
pensation, lead to the happiesrt eem* 
sequences : hM, tempted by {>7ide, ive 
leave the safe eourse of bum&le duty, 
and boldly aspire to share iti all the 
fame, and aU the gtory of some dis<* 
titiguisliedj.or would-he disfinguished, 
party ; and what we want in know- 
ledge we make up in zeal; According 
as thb party dictates^ we applaud or 
we condemn. We embrace in the 
lump the opnii(M)f$ it espouses, and 
repiresent those who oppose them, not 
only as the enemies of our party, biit 
as the enemies of God ! and this per- 
haps on no better foundation than 
that they differ from us on points 
which we do not, nay, which vrtcan* 
net, understand. If our capacity be 
▼ery limited, and our ignorance be 
very greats we do not even wait to 
examine whether they teally differ 
from tts or no; it is sufficient that 

they 
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they have 'w% enb'stcd tbemsdves 
imder Jthe baling of our party. ThU 
i^fajilibly e]C(du(ie$ them from all share 
ip o^r rhar^;^. . •. - , 

An4 h flm the spirit of the Gos^f 
pel ? JjTo. Ji is the effects of that 
pridje. Fiith which the spirit of the 
Go$pd i§ at utter variance. 

The saipe unconquerable dcske of 
giving an. ^nnatur^l extension to 
our ideas qf sfiffi and which makes 
vs anxious to^gyasp at:. every circum-* 
stance whiij^b can hie tiirned to that 
accounti induce^ us to consider gU the 
wealth and powpr. possessed by tb« 
f^m^ly to which vv^ belong, or to the 
friends to whom wp a^e attached, a^ 
^ddition§ to our own importance. 
We- even go back to the time$:tbat 
are .past, and fansack. the toi]L|b$ of 
our ancestors for the same^ puf posjf^ 
considering every discovery we mal^ 
of their merit or graivdeurras a/ddin^ 

(^pmethin^ 
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awmething to xwirselvicju^ It h irnfy 
tJiat when wje ^are suack with anyt 
very cvidenjt incongruity ,between the 
appiareiijt circumstances of any one,*, 
mi tbe .opinions they entertain of 
their o\vn Importance, it seldom lailf 
to, excite' iQUf ridicMle *. Jiut were 

♦ FamUy prit^e has within the Ust half centuiy 
^een so coinpletsply vanquished by the pride of 
wealth, that it is pow only in the remoter parts 
of the kingdom to be found ju its genuine state. 
An finecdote, which displayed it in colours suffi- 
ciently ludicrofis, was jately related ^p- me by f| 
lady who freij^uently visited the island of Arraa 
on the western CQ^st of Scotland, of which the 
puke of Hamilton is chief proprietor, and most 
of the inhabitants are of his name. Amon^ 
these> an old couple, whose miserable hut be* 
Spoke the extreme of poverty and wretchedness, 
attracted the attention of my friend, and shared 
h«r bounty. On returning to the island, she^ 
found that the only daughter of these poor half- 
starved creatures had, duri/ig her abience, th© 
good fortune to be very well married ; and the 

first 
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m to permit oimeli^ to reflect moie 
deeply, we should p^ceive» that tbe 
beggar who, vbile pining in all die 
«miiery of want^ ptc|ue8 bimsetf upon 
hk high descent, is ma in reaJBty 
guilty of greater abAird»ty, than a»y 
human being, who is so ^r tbe dtipe 
of pride, as to think highly of him* 
self in H^atever situation* Tbe only 

first timesbe met tbe rootfaer, she congrstulatej 
lier on the circum^Uince, Janet, to her fur- 
prixe, appeared extremely mortified. ** Is your 
*^ soQ-in-law not then lo rich as has been re« 
♦* ported l'^ asked the lady. «♦ O yes, madam, 
^ he IS very rich if that were all P* ^ Has he 
*' not then a good character T ^ Oh, the best 
^ of characters! there's not a better young 

** man in all Scotland— but for all that '^ 

** He does not make a good husband, I suppose.'* 
** A good husband ! Why, madam, hedoats upon 
** my daughter ! She may do any thing she likes. 
^ But still it's a marfiage I never can be pleased 
** with ; for, after idl, he is' come of nobody ! 
^ Who ever heard of a Duke Mackalloss! r 

difference 
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diifitsrence is, that in the case of tfa« 
proud beggar, our own pricte 4oe$ 
not permit us to sympathize ; becatise 
it sees fiothtng iu him <of which it 
can hopt to make a prof^erty, oothin|^ 
that can adii to its own stock. But 
with regaid to the pride that is 
dotbed in splendour^ we are less 
wiilbg to examine the bask of iU 
pretences^ than to tum them to out* 
own advantage ; and therefore we do 
not hesitate to pronounce than ge^ 
tmine, eren in dieHanoe of all that 
reason and religion hate to urge. 

Thus yon must perceive that an 
elevated situation gratuitousiy oScn 
to pride all the nourishment which is in 
an inferior station purchased at tbeex* 
penseef no smalt portion of labour and 
ingenuity ; and at the saoM time^ by 
affording gratification to the pride cf 
«thers^ is deprived of all that might 

give 
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^lie a saltitary chteck to its hnpe«* 
tttosity. 

• If pride hatarallj'^ lead* iiji to ap- 
propriate the power anrd influence of 
the party to >vhich we arc attathed^« 
^s an aggravatfon of JCfni own hnpor- 
tance> the great are fr^m infancy ex- 
posed to the force of this temptatiob. 
They are brought up and Jive ra tli« 
bosom of a partyj and of a party 
which they know^ and feci to have 
snore power and more influence than 
any othef^ They know tJiey n?ay, as 
individual be insignificant,— -nay, 
despicable j but that still they will 
;&hare in the power and inflaence of 
their orders • Surely this is a dange- 
rous situation for beings, who ougbt 
to have no trust but in God ; no hope 
but in the mercies of a crucified 
SavioiK { 

, How difficult to bring ttic priije 
5 that 
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tbat has thus been nourished into su^h 
subjection^ as to render it possible for 
it thoroughly and truly to embrace 
the doctrine of the Cross ! But let 
us remember, that though ^^ with manr 
" it is impossible, "ill; things are pos^ 
« sible with God/' 
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The rqiugnance which I feci to pror 
cccd with this most difficult part of 
my task, is, I trust, a proof that 
pride does not instigate me to the 
vudertaking. I have, indeed, so lit- 
tle pleasure in dwelling upon the dark 
side of any subject, that it is only 
a strong conviction of its importance 
that could have induced me td enter 
upon my present theme. But when 
I observe the zeal which is often dis- 
placed concerning passages in Scrip- 
ture 
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ttire that are ihei-ely subject" of specof 
la t ion, tmd whicb are sol darkly ^x*» 
pressed as to-be of. doubtful meanipg, 
I should deem it m6xcuaab}e were I 
with lukewarm;. ibdiffereoce to pdss 
ovierwhat has by our Lord binjselfr 
beenpositivcly and explicitly declared 
essehtiai to salvation^ r! 

Were religious (knowledge ibevitalr 
bly to produce: religious principle/ 
nothing more would be requisite th^.u 
to point out to you the means of 
informatioti. But your soul is pre- 
cious in my sight, your interest is 
bound up in my heart, and therefpre 
I cannot deceive you into' such a 
fatal error, as that of believing that 
religious knowledge will entitle you 
to particifKite in the blessings pur- 
chased by the sufferings and death of 
the Son of God. He certainly has 
given us no authority to think so ; 
but;., on the. contrary, has been at 
■ voi-. II. R infinite 
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infinite pailu to s^trfaefort us^.iii i: 
variety of lighted the aebeatity ot 
vigitant eicertion and iieirer**ceasiiig 
assiduityi in order td control and to 
aubdue' those pai»slonf which hare 
their origin in an inordinate desire 
ht the enjoyment 6f terrestrial good« 
It was seen by his infinite wisdom, 
thit while these polsseased the soul, it 
ims impossible thiat the glad tidings 
of the Goispel should penetrate the 
heart 

Jestis Christ broikght life and im» 
jbnortalify to Ught^ He changed the 
nature 6f the proitkises that had hi- 
therto been made by God to man ; 
and instead of a reward in temporal 
things, pr^pOuiided^ to his followers 
the reward of eternal glory. But if 
the desire of teinporal good occc^ies 
the heart, to that heart the promise 
has fc^en made ifi vftiff. Therefore 
did our Heavenly Instructor warti us 

igainst 
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ft^ainst all that has a l^iKleticy i4 
iead us intd this tempt^tiofi^ He de^ 
sires us, at whatever ex{>euse of pf i«L 
or mortification, to cut aflf the se- 
ductions that \rotild ensnare our alfeci- 
tions; assuring us, iti the strongest 
terms^ that we shall &nd it more 
jirofitable to ensure ai^ degree of 
temporal suffering, thaa tP bfing 
upon ourselves the penalty of ueverwi 
ending woe. 

In the ixumb^r of these seductions 
lie has piaced all that tedds to inspire 
pride, and selfisbiitss, and hardness 
of heaH; cluracterising these M cpn-^ 
stituting the spirit of the t^orld. 14 
is with this world they cooni^cVaU 
our ideas of happiness : and if pur 
idea of supreme happii^ess is con- 
nected with. earthly enjoyment, we 
must of course forego t^e happiness 
of heaven, Wl)y should we peroii* 
ourselves to he so fjsr i^iposed upon^ 
R 9 a^ 
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as to imagine that be coiild be de** 
ceivedy who declared it impossible 
for us to serve God and Mammon ! 

If it is difficult for human nature 
to subdue that pride, which even 
amidst all the frowns of fortune in* 
duces ws ** to think more highly of 
** ourselves than we ought to think," 
how much must the difficulty be in<- 
creased, when all we see and hear 
tends to favour the deception ! 

The preacher might speak ironi- 
cally, who, in addressing a royal and 
noble audience, designated hell as 
'' a place not fit to be mentioned 
•* before such a polite assembly ;" but 
how often may we observe, that the 
anxious desire of avoiding offence, 
gives rise to the same sort of cir- 
cumspection, though not so honestly 
avowed. The consequence is, that 
there arc few who have through life 
been exposed to this species of flat-- 
I terj, 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 345 ] 

tery,. that have been able to form . 
a just' conception of their own real 
ciiaradten The truth never comes 
home to them j it nfever reache'J their 
hearts. Knowledge they may indeed 
acquire from books : but the. miiHi 
can only be strengthened by colli- 
sion with mind : the prejudices that 
are never combated, will never be 
overcome, nor will strength be ac- 
quired for overcoming them. Henc^ 
it is that empirics of all sorts, en- 
thusiasts of all denominations, have 
found it so easy to ^' lead captive 
** silly women/ • and that the pa- 
tronage gind favour of the great has 
so often been bestowed upon the 
worthless* 

Humility and self-distrust are the 
result of that consciousness of im- 
perfection which all must have, who 
compare their ideas of what they 
ought to be, with their knowledge of 

what 
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what tbey really are. The Ckri^tiaiii 
who, in making thi> compaiison, iiei3 
his ey^ fix^ upon the character of 
^ifn in whosjs life there xy^i no Uc« 
Xhish^ mwt of necessity be humble* 
£very (day and every hpur affords him 
P3nvincing proofs of bis pwn weakr 
ness. He fkeh that his strength i^ 
from aboye ; atid while he with eart 
nestness solldies the diyi«ie dd, his 
hreast glows with a lively sfciisc of 
gratitude to Hun who has given an 
assurance that it will bp bestowed. 
By thus divtstlng hjmself of all ideai^ 
of his own inherent auperiority, he 
throws down the bttl\vark« which 
prrde endeavputs to erect between 
inan and man, and opens hj^ hear^ 
^o kindness and py cbarity^ 

But pride dpes not relinqufeh with*» 
put a struggle the strong holds tha|; 
are defended by arrogtince and pre*- 
sumption. And how -can they fai| to 

be 
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tMg^t; to daioli; thpt fivcry Muj£ \u 
H^uqh tl)ey have fiQ ioteipft, is not 
pit)yi of ^ ioipoi^jtance tp th^mscilves; 
^Ht^f inpportanc^ to ojtb^rs ; jnzjf^.^ 
IXKNTC iqaport^^wse .tbj^n- tl»ir owfl imt 
ipediat? <f0^flf riw,.. , . \ ■' ^ \ 
. TJiif -app^fiffi.sp absurd, .that it 
ivml4 apt J>f ^h^ljcivwl, did wt cycry 
sta^yV; expe?ifiiice co^vincis us t^at it 
}s so. Tal^e this .following jq^ta|i9e ; 
^Cipoor mfin, ,who (sxpisnds a great 
PRopPTtiPV of his slepdcr capital ii» 
hpilfliAg ^o l^ip^elf a humhle C9ttagc, 
fi«d w«ho perhaps hound^ fill his pro^^^ 
pfECt of /worldly pka^iu^ to the C4ilr 
ti!v:ati^A of the Uttle geird^n a^tad^i^ 
toitf h^s, we mtpst aUoir, no less inir 
t^fe&t in his object, tbai^ t^e gjr^ 
maDi who riears s^ ma^ificeDt p^Iac?^ 
has in hfs. But jet them be brought 
togejther ijti the intercpiirse of society^ 
m4 see ^hjch WO)}ld expect the 

other 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 248 I 

btlier to -enter witH atij^ degnee of 
5yi*patliy into the^ object of Hik:.*rt-i 
terestl - The poor tnan may f^jdice-ifi 
hfe lieart' over the excellence of (tftfe 
strav he has procured- Ibf thatdiStt^ 
his" lo'A'ly roof, and 'mhyf\i{ui Wiifi^ 
self not a little iipoti^tfife ingfehuity 
with Which he has'eoritKv^d thi^ cup- 
boards in his parlour ahd the ^atltWefs 
in his kitchen ; but Would he' tinnk 
of expatiating on these in the^at 
man's presence ?• ' N6 ! He woifld be 
coil^cibus that he would excite iio 
interest. Tlie great man, on tbfe c6<i* 
trary, Mould expect tti'be listened* to 
ivith earnestness on any theme in 
which his gratification was concern* 
ed: j^nd be would be listened to, 
bowever tiresome the detail, however 
uninteresting tlie circumstances ! 
" Hence we may observe, that the 
most important of the advatitages 
which society affords, is to persons 

ia 
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m a very ilevated siluatioti, in a great 
measure; lost.' 'Where equality pre- 
vails, nnich IS learned from Observing 
the effects whtch oiir sentiments olf 
stile of '-feohvfersation prcfduces upon 
others: 'the range of pride is by this 
circumscribed' Within ilftrrower limits, 
arroganefe' is repelled,- ^and' '* heed- 
^* less • rfenbling impulse learns to 
*^lhinkL'» - 

• If these observations are founded 
in truth, and I think it Is not by 
those who have seen much' of the 
world that they will be disputed, it 
must follow, that an ielevated situa«>. 
tioh is little less unfavourable to the 
cultivation of the understanding than 
to the discipline of the heart. Nor 
do the many illustrious instances 
which we have before us, of the 
intellectual vigour that has under all 
these disadvantages been attained, 
offer atjy contradiction to the asser- 
tion ; 



.Google 



fion i ^, th^y » only p^Qve thjit there 
are DO 9(b$]tAcle3 i^bich ,in^ not b§ 

caoq^i^rc^. by 'Superior ^ipds^. A»4 
what 80 Jikely tq pojj^l&p (his supe-* 
riority aa ^hp ,§pirit. of fqUgipn ? By 
^xing tIje.:at,tftttiou. j^j^oa'yCirciMnn 
stances ib^t . arp ift . th^il* B^^ure, ^pin 
changeable, it el^y^^^^ihe s9¥i^J^« 
|J>e ;reach of vujgai;. ,f|atte|:y, .^pd 
Reaches it to aspire at higher ho^PHf^^ 
thjin.can be c^fiBrr$dJ>y %^ fercith 

. The r^jlaiop whiph is .^p ^<xon^ 
|hi9, 1 Ivfvc e«4eavo«rod ^o lay hefofs 
you. If i/t ^ak.es ^qy ioiprea^oii 
upon your heart, you will axjt thinfe 
it s^fficie^ that you act in ,^wh a 
fBAnner a^ tq avoid all opq^siofii of 
$land^r j; you .wUl endeavojur to act 
^s boconie^ a candidate for jn^mortaV 
glory^ It h tiierefore npt merely 
the dKS{>ositi,pns which will procui^d 
}H)M ap^hijise, aucl re«p^c.t io tbisi 

worUl^ 
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woHd/ lihat I Hairc be bit lifc^ paini to 
iBxiakaite ; b^ theidispositiions vhifch 
ane to )]f4 the ti^ of yaurjfiritb and 
your nbedtetice^ lapd wiMcli «re on 
t]|«t ^ccoQot iitees8»ry M pmcuw 
yM an entrttntfe ib(» the Idhigdimi of 
bi^av^et). ' .':':-'' : r- . --' , 
These ^it^ltimn aye often ^^e^ 
kwbed in the >ff # IVsts^wtfi: otidep 
tlie geticfal lernw of love or ^ha«ty# 
In our Savkmr's sermoii e^ tlni 
Mount, tHey are partrciil&ark^d ^fidtf 
diffeMnt bead^ \ and by St PaMl tbey 
are, uftd^r tbe^d^ViomiMtHm of chat 
fity*> beautifully dcli*e»ted. Biit, 
both by out Saviour and hfs Apostte*, 
l^ey ave fnvafiaMy Wpfresfiiited *fe*i*i*^*- 
flying the complete triniM^ib of ^Hit 
^nei^oleift &fftQtiohs of o^r watatl: 
^ic«r the ^$i»io»s of pride MKl'setfialr- 
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. I hBxe slight! J, mnd. itdeed I hare 
but stightlyi touched upon the ctr* 
cumstances which enhauce the diffi- 
culty of subduing pxidci to those who 
are born to tl% lofaeritauce of rank 
and splendour; and it will not rcr 
quire much consideration to perceive,, 
that the same circumstances which 
are favourable to the introduction of 
pride, cherish the apirit of selfishness. 
Tliey are indeed so blended, as to 
be not easily distinguished. They 
equally, indispose us^ to sympathii^e in 
the feelings of others ; and they ope- 
rate with equal. force in fixing our 
hearts and aifections on terrestrial 
things. Pride enlarges the idea of 
our own importance, by exaggerating 
the importance of every tbfog that 
we can connect with the idea of self, 
however remote the affinity : selfish- 
ness bestows a fancied right to procure 
our own gratification^ even at the 

expense 
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expense of misery to others. Pride 
blunts the feelings of humanity; self- 
ishness destroys thenu 

In all the intermediate classes of 
society, selfishness, as well as pride, 
meets with so many checks, and js 
so universally opposed and repro^ 
bated, that even by the common iti- 
tercourses of life it must be in sorpe 
measure subdued, or at least re^trainr 
ed. Whatever- calls our attention 
from ourselves to others, whatever 
excites the generous and tender sym- 
pathies, and awakens us to a sense 
of the sorrows and miseries of our 
fellow- creatures, tends to diminish the 
power of selfishness ; and it is in the 
intermediate classes of society that 
opportunities for these exercises of 
the benevolent feelings most frequentr 
ly occur. 

In this respect, as in some others 
which I have already pointed out, 

the 
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iht bppestte extremes may.. oTte^ Uc 
observed to meet. They He iM^der 
similar disadvantages: ai^d acgord*^ 
ingly we find, that it is in the very 
highest and the very lowest order* 
that the most giajiDg in&tange^ of 
complete selfishness are prdducedt 
llie attention of the high ^aqd the 
low vntgar is equally engros^d by 
the idea of self: but there is thif 
difference, that am^ng those who are 
obliged to exert ev«ry faculty to pro- 
cure the means of existence, other 
objects are excluded from the mind 
by necessity ; in those who revel 
amid superfluity, they are excluded 
by pride. In the one instance the 
feelings lie dormanrt; in tlte other 
they become extinct. The lady of 
quality, who, after describing the 
shocking accident which had befalleii 
her son's tutor, gravely deplored the 
<event, tM cis ^ misfortnTic'to. tht poi^r 
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tttan, but ail an incotstveaieDce to li^r 
soni made as open a display of ber 
feelings, as did the n^istr^M of « 
countty itin where I once happened 
to diange post-hoises. JuBt a» I 
drove from the door, the liorse on 
whioh the postillion rode dropped 
down dead : hi's whole weight upon 
the poor boy's leg, who called out 
tlhat it was broken. A crowd in*- 
ttantly asstoibled^ and all aeemed 
earnest to extticate the poor lad from 
bis unpleasant aitnationt and anxious 
for bis fcHef t all bnt the Ibndlody^ 
who kept wringing her liands^ ex* 
claiming, ** My horse 1 my horse f 
** my pretty horse! He cost. me five-^ 
'^ and-twenty gilitteas at the last fair 1 
''Oh,my pretty horse!*' 

Nqw; though tlie lady ditd the \nn^ 

kcepei w€t€ ea^h actuated fay the 

-tame ael&h principle^ atid fehMigh it 

;^m^d in. eteh Souths ejoclnaimi of 

■;: i^M 111*. 
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tlic sympathies; of humanity ; wt must 
slWow that in the case of tht latter it 
udmitted of most excuse. < In both it 
tras openly ^lisplayed^ and for the 
same reason, because uteither had been 
accttstcMHed to regard the impressioa 
kvhich their conduct made upoa 
others. 

In the higher ranks of life thisim* 
pression is not easy to be perceived, 
the laws of politeness, and the respect 
due to rank obliging those with whom 
they converse to conceal their feel<» 
ings. But in truth, the impression it 
makes is little regarded^ The heart 
that is filled by pride and selfishness is 
callous to contempt. 

On this account it is tlmt extreme 
meanness is so often found the attend- 
ant of extreme pride^ .People who 
depend upon their' character for the 
respect, which is dear . to. all, are rca- 
traiieied' :£roin ^acts 'of meannesa by 

being 
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tieiilg obliged to ttrddeltheti^'c'ohduci; ' 
to generally itceived opitiioii; but* 
tHdste'^ho derive all the respect they 
wtsh fdir frdrtl thetir extertial circutn- 
istances, are dleprlVed oF thi^ salutary 
check. They*a?e consequently often 
inean in the extreme ; acts df ihean- 
ness by which I Should deem mysielf 
everlastingly dishonoured; sdiric peir- 
sGtiS of Vety ejtalted rdhk might not, 
perhaps, coniceive derogatory to their 
character, iior would perceive it, if in 
isituatidh alOne they jilaced all depen- 
dence for resjJect. 

Even the first principles of truth 
and justice^ theet in the higher circles 
with obstacles which render a strict 
adhference to them a matter of the 
greatiest difficulty. That I may escape 
the odium of intieiitioiial exaggeration, 
1 ihall present you Vith a picture 6f 
refined ind polished manners, as drawii 

VOL, II. s by 
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by one who was boru aa(jl bred in the 
sceaes .\vhich b/e ^o^Qtibo^. 

" It is/' saya the eaxl ofOrford,."in 
*[ drawing refined oiP^^^cud naftirc^ 
*' that cpiv^i^ts the e;c4;^Joe difficulty 
'* qf painting what.is calJ/ed high life; 
" wherf aifectatioii^poUtqness, fashion, 
'* art, interest,^ and thfi atte^^tiQus 
'' exacted by , society, restrain tjie.'&alr 
'* lies of passipn, cplour over yioe, dis;^ 
*' guise cripaes, ai^d jCoxjfineinan to an. 
* 'uniformity of behayipur, that is 
*' composed to the. standard of not 
** shockaig) alarming, or offending 
*' those who profess the same rule pf 
" exterigr conducts. Good bygetiJing 
*' conceals their sensations, iuterest 
*' their crimes, and fashion legitimated 
" their follies^ Good sense forms the . 
" plan, education jipens it^ couyersa- 
*' tion. gives the x&i'nish, and wit the 
" excuse* Yet under all these di^- 

" guises 
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?Vil5Uis^s nature lets out 4* feytoptottlS. 
** ]?r6te6tati43hs ar^ so getiefally th6 
" niifks of ^alsehobd, tfeat if Ae rtof* 
** liberally they are §iktiy rtc w^hi 
♦*^fAtfjr indicate wkat th^y mian to 
^'^ conceaiii • Good cotftp&tiy hfe^^e the 
**'same i>bsslotts with low lifd, they 
** have. only changed the terWs and 
«*moduktedthedt*playi GA^dbte^di 
** itig Id, ho itiore Ihan batik billi^ 
*^ ^'^a/ fUMsur^i ; but it iiicteisei tlid 
'* liationai: fund of politeness, atid ii 
^* tikeh a^ cuWcnt ifaohey.*' 
' The lialtiohal futid of politeness ! 
Alks ! td what a ttielancholy itite tnuit 
they bfe redilced, whoplac^ their all m 
such a fund ! Whoiexchatig^e thfts^lict 
treasure of sincerity and truth, fbrr ttei 
paper dtirrency of compliment I Y6t 
to just is the rcpreserttatioA gtten by 
this lioble ea.rl, of the itianntii-s of th<j 
society in which- it was hts lot to mix, 
that it is impossible to read i! without 
s 2 subscribing 
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subscribing to its truth* It is at least 
only by those who h^ve lived at a dis*^ 
tance from thie wprld, that it will be 
called in question^ 

. the difficulty of practising since-* 
rity, where sincerity is held in so little 
estimation, as in some instances, to 
expose those who adhere to it, to de« 
lision and contempt, must doubtless 
be very great But put the derision 
of fpols in. the balance against the re« 
proaches of conscience, weigh the 
contempt of the worldly-wise against 
the condemnation of your God> and 
the difficulty is reduced to nothing* 
If we remain after doing this the wiU 
ling slaves of the worlds we mnst con-^ 
tent ourselves with such rewards as the 
world has to offers andtake it in the 
fictitious currency to which it has 
affixed an imaginary value: but '^if 
'Vwe embrace the truth the truth shall 
*' set u» free" 

Ttom 
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From the vicmt which I have given 
of even but a part of the obstacles 
which the envied distinctions of this 
world place in Ihe way of the candi- 
date for immortal glory, we. must 
perceive that it is by uo common 
degree of vigilance, by no ordinary 
labour of the mind that they are to 
be overcome. But, thank 'God, iny 
beloved child, they are to be over- 
come ! Though f great, they may bo 
surmounted ; though strong, they are 
not invulnerable. 

The religion of Jesus Christ, ff it be 
received into the heart, will render 
you superior to your situation. It 
will teach you how you may derive 
from i( the means o^ real happiness; 
for it will teach you to contribute to 
the happiDess of others. It will teach 
you to derive from it the most solid 
glory — the glory of doing good ! 

Ojk every side you arc surrounded 

by 
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hy frc^% ihe.t ea^b of the d^^adv^n-- 
tages, to yihkk xoxtk and affiu^oo^ 
expose those who posseifat thstn, wiM 
yield to exeitroA and pefsev^ranice^ 
You pesceive th^d: '^ all that. splendcir»> 
^* all that wealth can glvd/* dotfs not, 
neoessarily pr9clu4e the higliest cu^. 
tiMatfon of thei mentah powers; andi 
t)iat all the CfarisJ^iaa virtues may he- 
ohta/iaedrand poractised, even in the 
midst of tbe alluMmeiita of temp'^ 
tatioib 

" With God all things, are pd&ifei^. 
*«*ble.*' The religion which came 
from. God, if it penetratds the heavt^ 
-will convert the mean<s'o6 corruptions. 
iotoimtranBentSr of advaacetnen^V^ and 
c^mnge tjhe cur^ into a btessing. 

If tlw spirit of tfee Gospel lie -ir»* 
faibed:ahd oUerisbed^ tlie^spiri^t of pride< 
audi selfishness must} b& aomhilat'ed.. 
Then, and oot till Iheo, will the influ-. 
eito^' whieh sikuatioj) gives became a 

source 
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source of purd delight, of thankfulness, 
and joy. * 

The feood that may be done by a 
judicious use of fortune is very great,' 
but it IS nothing in comparison of 
the good that may be done by exam- 
ple. The latter is incalculable; it 
extends not only to those whom you 
immediately influence, but to thas6 
who are itifluenced by them; so that 
it is in reality withbut limits. 

Consider then, my dearest Lady 
Elizabeth, that you are in all proba- 
bility destined to a situation in which 
your example may be the means of 
promoting the virtue and happiness 
of thousands, and tens of thousands 
of your fellow-creatures ; and when* 
you consider it mingle trembling with 
your joy ! For-never fail to remem- 
ber, that as you may be the means of 
^extending happiness and virtue, so 
likewise, by giving way to the seduc^ 

. tions 
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\\ov^^ of the world, and the corrHpt 
tions of your own heart, you may b^ 
f he means of spreading the contagiou 
of vice au^ misery. 

Let this awful consideration induce 
you to cliug for support to the ** rock; 
*' of ages." ]pet yoyr opinion of 
your ow^ state b§ cittermined, not 
\>y the, applause of the world, not by 
the fluttering testimony of partial 
friends, hut by. thf word of Qod. 
Seek tbpre for ypur real character ; 
seek th^re fpr instruction, for con* 
eolation, and for hope* The instruc- 
tion^ the consolation, the hope, that 
correspond? ^ot with the M^o^^d of 
truth, reject; rejeqt \vith firmness^ 
OS you value your eternal welfare ! 

Take a comprehensive view pf the 
duties t;hat are required of you^ and 
you will, find that \h^y do not demand 
^ resignatian of the ground you oc- 
cupy, nor a dereliction of any of thq 

externa^ 
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c^i^ternal circumstances wliich give i| 
apparent eieyatioot You ^re» on thf 
contri^ry, tp fulfil to the utmost the 
duties of the pQSt that is assigned 
you: and if it be one whieh particivr 
]arly es:po$es you to th? s^ttacks of 
the enemy, you are only to ei^ert th? 
greater diligrac? to gus^rd ^Bins% 
^urpri^e* 

Your acquaintance, whatever your 
real wprth may be, will at all events 
be courted. But remepiber the oppor 
site descriptions of t^e persons by 
whom it will be sought after, accord* 
ing to the species of distinct^oq yo^ 
^njoy- l^ you place your gloiy in 
the adventitiouis circumstances which 
inay be cQnsidere4 as purely acci- 
deutal, to. these circumstances you 
will be indebted fpr the incense of 
flattery, s^nd the evei^- pleasing offei;- 
ings of respect and aduktion. But 
from whom will you receive them ? 

From 
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From iIk^ selfish ami tlyc vain- Trom 
Ibose^wha afttaeh tfeetfwclTCs to you 
•with' tti^ 6>theF view than to add to 
ibeif o^ivii' itHporttode ; 'who, ' when 
tliey find it the!^ intei^st to sscnfice 
you at a "higher *8lir{tte> will not (nily 
forsike yo«, but expose and exagge- 
rate y.<)^up weaknesses antf-fallies, and 
deride you for having been the dup^ 
of their iiwinceFity. You will live 
and die without having known the 
comfort of a real friend. If yon, on 
the contrary, acquire awd exercise the 
dispositions antl virtues which can 
akme reeonfutiend^ you to the favour 
of Heaven-, you wifl yourself be the 
peal ol^ectf of attraction ; and all ad* 
ventitious cireumstaijces, however 
splendid, will be thrown in the back 
grountl : they wilF be forgotten, 
thouglfc not despised, • by those who 
will then be soli<:itous of your favour, 
for you will have the esteem and re- 
gard 
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gard of the estimable and tfie Hvtsc. 
You will then experience all the 'sym- 
pathies of friendisbip, all the' endear- 
ments of affection. You will- be 
looked up to in sorrovr^ as the Con- 
soling angel, whd&e smiles are! effec- 
tual to cheer the drooping heart ? 
you will be co&sulted in perplbctty, 
aa.ike oracle on whose drapassiohatc 
decision* the doubtful may placef con- 
fidence« Your rSelati-ens wiH rejoice 
bi you as their honour and- theirprideJ 
Your brothers and sisters wrH lover 
you as their dearest earthly good ; 
lihelr guide, their adviser, and their 
friend* 

And now, my dearest love, the 
^painful task remains of bidding you 
a long— perhaps a last farewell ! The 
promise which I made of doing- you 
all the good in my pozver^ I have en- 
deavoured ta accomplish to the' ut- 
mostr I have done it as unto God, 

and 
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apd not unto man ; and if the stn« 
Cerity of the motive iiwds acceptance 
in his sight, I ^hall not go without 
my reward. May my prayers be 
heard, and it will be given in the 
$hapc of a blessing ppou my instruc-r 
^ions. 

With regard to the younger objects 
of my anxious solicitude, their tender 
age forbids the hope that much of 
what they les^rned from me will re- 
main with them, Still J cannot but 
ilatter myself, that theiljfiip03ilion& to 
benevolenpejj to chayity, ?ind to gra- 
titude, which I zealously endeavoured 
to inspire, inay retain their influence 
in the heart* *' I have laid the 
" foundatiop, and another buildeth 
^^ thereon, But let every man take 
*• heed how he bi^ildeth thereupon ; 
*' for oth^r foundation can no man 
^ • (ay tban that is laid, which is Jesus 
^^ Q^hrist. Now if any man build 

** Mpoq, 
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** upon this fouridation, gald> sWvet] 
•^ prercious stones, wood, hay, stubble} 
•* every man's wotk shall be made 
*' manifest.-**It shall be revealed with 
"fire; and the fire' shall try ei^ery. 
•* jnan's work, what sort it is»"» Miy 
all tlvcy learn, from whatever source 
it is derived J be able to stand thd 
test of this awful trial ! May they^ 
be preserved froin every evil way, and 
from every evil work ; and, increas- 
ing in virtue as they advance in 
years, prove ornaments tp society and 
a blessing to. their country I 

Should these Letters reach their 
'Bands, when the hand that writes 
them has mouldered into dust, though 
they tfeay serve to recall some endear- 
ing memorial of the tenderne^ of my 
affection, it will appear to their minds 
like a distaut dream. £ut you, my 

♦ 1 Cor. iii. 

deajes 
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clearest lAiy ^\\:^hkthk^(iu:t^^Mfikti 
forget *. me* Our paths througfe. life 
lay far afcutden Mine leads to th^ 
quiet iBiSd peaceful hoiie, .which :fof 
your pake I was imfiicetl to leave^ ta 
relations endeared .by every virtucytd* 
tlie society of faithful, loog*-*triitl 
friends, and tlick)othing intercouisea 
of estcetl and affection. These are^ 
the blessings wferchiProvidettce basi 
poorcd into «i^y\ciip of Hfe; tPot leC 
me forget to add the zest that ia^ 
giTcn them by tbeenjoyment of lei- 
sure and tranquiUtty# > 
' To yoqr view, tft<&re da:«zrfr>g pros-* 
pects are about t^ open. The ehaf n> 
of novelty givei ViHiancy to every 
^ene ; and the ettcbantmenti of bopd 
gire to every picture of thf futftre 
tte stamp of eojoyment. In the bo-' 
ti;t6n of life,- my ^ui> has neavly-gone 
down : the lengthened shadow warns 
nie of approaching tAvilight. With 

. - - • yo^i 
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you it has but just begun to rise ; 
and very important are the hours still 
between you and its meridian heights 
But the shades of night must descend 
on all. May they be succeeded by the^ 
splendour of a more glorious day ! 
Then may we again meet in joy ! a 
ioy unsullied, unclouded, uninter- 
rupted : a joy that shall be eternal ! 

Amen ! and farewell. 



THE END* 



Mn^ed by W. Flint, Oid Caifty. 
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